PP —— Ca CUE 7 > at On CW 


* 


v 


O F 


2 
RY 
— 
— 
4 
O 
3 
A 
fk 


—— I : 
a GT 
= — — A % — 
= 
— 
© 
* 
* 
* 
* 
U 
RY * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
— 
E 
R < 
Fl 
. 
Pa , 
. 
4 * 
* 
1 2 S 
"Oe 5 r 9 re pe w_ * _ : I "ws gg Ine w — 6 „„ 
y en 4 — —_ a - we 21 Ne — 2 5 . 3 1 4 1 * —U— — & ” = * * _ * 
—ů 4 ˙ - —f— eee 142 * * odd. e eee. — — 2 . — . S 3 2— «n ͤ— VT . —— 


THE 
E R R OR 8 
OF 
EDUCA TIO N. 


3 — 


{ 
: : 

N : 

; 


IN THREE VOLUMES. 
BY MRS. PARSONS, 


mee 


DEDICATED (BY PERMISSION) 


TO THE RIGHT HON. THE COUNTESS OP 
_ HILLSBOROUGH, 


—— —-—¼ . — 


Inſtability of Mind impedes our Road to Perfection; and Youth, 
if not animated by Example to illuſtrate the Precepts 
of Virtue, will ever fall into Error. 


— 


VOL III. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 
AT THE | ws 
Minerva Pꝛels, 
 LEADENHALL-STREET, 


— 


62 Nn 


M DCC CI. 


—— ——ʒñ — ö 


A. 


— —— — * —— — 
SA ene. r bf ee eee 


noe. gods — 
F p ³˙ w ̃— N aaa A ns. 
* 


N ä ————— ³ʃN——— — „ — 2 


r es Orirno et egy, Oo re ere 


4 


*” 


OG EEG l — — 


4 


* 8 * _ 
rr — ut — 4 


—  _— — ——— OOO 


OF 


SEDVEATTEN, 


NEWS FROM ABROAD. 


HE next day Lady Beaumont was 
highly rejoiced at receiving a large 
packet from her ſon, though both ſurpriſed 
and ſhocked at ſome of the contents, the let- 
ter was as follows ;— 
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8 ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 
| Ro Life. 
Deareſt Madam, 


ee After a very pleaſant journey, without 
experiencing any other inconvenience but 


from the ſeverity of the cold, we arrived ſafe 


at Lifle, where we deſign to reſt for a few 
weeks—the letters I carried with me have in- 


troduced me to ſome very reſpectable fami- 


lies, and the amuſements of the town have 
been of infinite ſervice both to my health and 
ſpirits; the latter indeed received a great 
ſhock about three days ſince, the occaſion 


this—there was an afſembly to which Mr. 
Thompſon and myſelf were invited, at one of 


the firſt houſes in the town, and we prepared 


to avail ourſelves of the invitation; juſt as 


we ſtept into the coach an equipage paſſed us 
with a lady and gentleman, I was ſtruck with 
the tranſient view ] had of the lady, convinced 


that her face was not unknown to me, but 


judge of my ſurpriſe and emotions, after en- 


tering the room and being introduced to ſe- 


veral of the company, on turning to take my 
1 5 ſeat, 
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ſeat, my attention was ſuddenly riveted by a 
lady dreſſed in the gaieſt ſtyle, and whom I 
preſently recogniſed as Mrs. Rivers! I ſtood 
transfixed ; the moſt painful ſenſations occu- 
pied my boſom, and my emotions were ſo 
viſible that Mr. Thompſon taking my arm 


and drawing me to a ſeat, are you not well? 


he haſtily demanded—indeed I was not, a 
ſickneſs came over my heart, and only the 
behavior of that woman, by exciting my 
indignation, could have recovered me, my 
eyes being ſtill fixed on her, as her's were on 
me; at firſt I thought ſhe appeared diſcon- 
certed, but recovering herſelf, and flirting her 
fan with an air of contempt, ſhe whiſpered 
ſomething to the gentleman who ſtood before 
her, who, turning his eyes full on me, re- 


turned the whiſper; the lady affected a laugh, 


roſe from her ſeat, and they both retired to 
a different part of the room, with all the 
non-challence imaginable, -Provoked at her 
inſenſibility and inſolence, though I felt my- 
ſelf an aggreſſor, yet I could not forgive her 
APPEArance 3 ; not the ſmalleſt compliment 

B 2 paid 
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| 
| paid to the memory of her unfortunate 
li daughter, whoſe death I ſhall ever deplore, 
i but which ſeems to have made no impreſſion 
lil on her worthleſs mother, dreſſed with all the 
Il gaiety of fifteen, and devoid of common 
ſi ſenſibilities, what a deſpicable woman! in- 


1 dignation, as I obſerved, revived my ſpirits, 
g and caſting a look at her, expreſſive of my 
feelings, I took no further notice, but 
Joined in the amuſements of the evening. 
She declined dancing but I obſerved the 
ſame gentleman conſtanly at her ſide, and 
ſeeing an Engliſh gentleman who lodged in 
the ſame hotel with us, ſpeak to him, I took 
an opportunity to aſk him if he knew the 
gentleman and lady, he replied, © the lady 
is Engliſh, a woman of faſhion, 1 believe, 
but I do not know her name, the gentle- 
man is Monſ. de Renter, they have only 
been here two days, are come from Paris, 
and I underſtand are going to Bruflels ; whe- 
ther they are married, or only on a jaunt of 
pleaſure and gallantry I know not, as my 
knowledge of Monſ. de Renier is very light 
and 
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and accidental.” — On our return to the 
hotel I was obliged to grve {ome ſatisfaction 
to the affectionate concern of Mr. Thomp- 
fon, though I ſpared him the knowledge of 
my crime out of reſpect to the memory of 
the ever regretted Miis Rivers. As I by no 
means wiſhed to encounter a ſecond inter- 
view, I propoſed to my worthy friend re- 
maining a few weeks here, and whether mar- 
ried or ſingle hope they will have quitted 
Bruſſels before we enter it. I have written 
to Lord Stormer and encloſed Sir Edward 
Stanley's letter. I hope my amiable couſin 
is well and contributes to your happineſs, 
moſt ardently do I wiſh my uncle had brought 
her to London ſome months ſooner, but 
regret is unavailing, and 'tis fit we ſhould 
ſuffer for our follies. Prefent my fincereſt 
reſpects and warmeſt good wiſhes to her and 


all your worthy friends, and may my deareit 


mother recover and preſerve that tranquijlity 
her virtues deſerve, and which never more 
ſhall be interrupted by her truly affectionate, 
obliged and grateful ſon, 

B 3 WILLIAM BEAUMONT,” 
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P. S. Mr. Thompſon writes Mr, Thorn- 
hill, to whom I have a thouſand obligations 
for the pleaſure he has procured me in the 
company of this truly valuable man. 


Lady Beaumont could ſcarcely recover 
from the aſtoniſhment this letter had thrown 
her into—that Mrs. Rivers, whom ſhe had 
ſo lately heard from, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to 
be in Paris, ſhould be ſo devoid of common 
humanity and maternal affection as to ſlight 
even the appearance of decent mourning for 
an only child, and travel about with gentle- 
men—ſuch ſtrange unaccountable conduct 
could not be reconciled with common ſenſe 
or decency, and ſhe foreſaw the miſerable 
conſequences of ſuch improper behavior. 


From ſuch diſagreeable reflections ſhe was 


rouſed by the entrance of Mrs. Warner and 
Mr. and Mrs. Harris, who came, they ſaid, 
to pay their reſpects to Lady Beaumont. 
previous to their leaving England; they la- 
mented the diſagreeable event which preclud- 
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ed them from cultivating an intimacy, from 
which they promiſed themſelves ſo much 


honor and pleaſure; but the elder Mr. Har- 
ris had been for ſome time in a bad Cate of 
health, his phyſicians had ordered him to the 
ſouth of France, and he doated ſo much on 
his daughter, that neither duty nor inclina- 
tion, ſhe ſaid, would permit her to decline 
her attendance on him. I commend your 
reſolution, my dear madam, replied Lady 
Beaumont, and hope Mr. Harris will receive 
benefit from his tour, but whatever 1s the 
event you will find ſatisfaction in the per- 
formance of a grateful duty. She mention- 
ed having herd from her ſon, and added, if 
chance ſhould throw you in the way of each 
other on the Continent, I am ſure William 
will find much pleaſure in paying you every 
attention to which he knows from me, you 
are ſo juſtly entitled. They thanked her 
ladyſhip for her politeneſs, and taking leave 
had her beſt wiſhes for their happineſs, Miſs 
Maybank regretted their abſence, for their 
— had inſpired her with much reſpect 
B 4 for 
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for them, and deſire to be of their acquaint- 
ance, Mrs. Warner aſked Lady Beaumont 
how much longer ſhe intended to remain in 
town, we ſhall be on the wing for Warwick- 
ſhire next week, ſaid ſhe, and the Stanleys 
will ſoon follow us. I do not think of re- 

urning to Sion Park this ſeaſon, anſwered 
her ladyſhip, although I ſhall greatly feel the 
want of your ſociety, but I have no inclina- 
tion to go there in my ſon's abſence; I have 
requeſted Mr. Thornhill to enquire out fome 
ſmall decent habitation for us to ſpend the 
fummer months in, either at, or 1n. the 
neighbourhood of Richmond Indeed, cried 


Mrs. Warner, I am forry that is your deter- 


mination, though ſelf-intereſt apart, I muſt 
confeſs, the ſituation you with for more cal- 
culated to amuſe Mils Maybank than our 
dull neighbourhood, I intend making a 
ſhort ſummer of it, and inſtead of going to 


Bath next ſeaſon, may poſſibly paſs a few 


weeks on the banks of the Thames. That 
reſolution of yours will conſiderably add to 


our pleaſures, ſaid Lady Beaumont, and was 


going 
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going to add ſomething more, when Lady 
Godfrey, Mrs. Hargrave and Sir Charles 


f Frankly were announced, who came, they 
faid, to take the ladies into Hyde park; 
Miſs Maybank, at firſt, heſitated to comply 
. with their requelt, ſhe thought the leſs ſhe 
J ſaw Sir Charles the better, during her pre- 
_ ſent {tate of ſuſpenſe, but Lady Godfrey urg- 
: ing her to order her cloak, ſhe had not reſo- 
Fe jution to refuſe but prepared to accompany 
7 them, her aunt remaining with Mrs. War- 
- ner, who, after the young tolks were gone, 
« aſked Lady Beaumont, if Sir Charles Frank- 
4 'F ly was not an admirer of Miſs Maybank ? he 
_ certainly has never made any addreſſes to her, 
+ anſwered her ladyſhip, but I think he eſteems 
1 : her: I am ſure of it, replied the other, and 
5 £ really congratulate her on ſuch a conqueſt, 
f [2 for Sir Charles Frankly has a moſt amiable 
Ph F character, was a good ſon, and has proved 
* 1 himſelf an affectionate generous brother, 
5 8 which gives almoſt a moral certainty he will 
0 55 make a good huſband: he has a fine fortune 
8 8 and a moſt agreeable figure, and altogether 
9 B 5 18 


e 


a Ae AT 


— — 
CE es ͤ — — 


33 „44% EE ENTER * 


—— —— 


— aged — 


1 


— . — — 


A: 


— ane 
— 


— 


: 5 
4 
$ 
; 
: 


2 


ä — 


— — — 


, 
——UU 4 «c „„ „ „„ 
U. 
—— 1 ————r—r——5ð 
= : - - > —— — 
— — - I — 
— . - * 


* 


ro ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


is unexceptionable where there is no prepoſ- 
ſeſſion in favor of another. I have a high 


opinion of Sir Charles, anſwered Lady Beau- 


mont, but can ſay nothing as to an event 
you allude to, my niece, I believe, will ſub- 
mit to the commands of her father in ſuch 
important matters, and I ſhall interfere as 


little as poſſible, As Mrs, Warner took 


leave Lord Summers was announced, and 
being informed Louiſa was gone into the 


Park, made a ſhort viſit and followed her— 


he ſoon found the party and made no diffi- 
culty of joining them, though a little diſcon- 
certed at ſeeing Sir Charles ſo cloſe in his 
attendance, | 


After parading about two hours in the 
park, Lady Godfrey ſet Miſs Maybank 
down in Stanhope-ſtreet, having previouſly 


X obliged her to promiſe ſhe would accompany 


them in the evening to the opera, which en- 
gagement being known to Lord Summers, 
he took care to be very near the party, and 
allo to be of her eſcort home, 


THE 
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THE CANDOUR OF AN I INGENIOUS MIND, 


The following morning Lady Beaumont 
received a letter from her brother, the con- 
tents were very ſhort, © he was ſurpriſed and 
diſpleaſed, Louiſa ſhould preſume to wiſh 
permiſſion to decline receiving the addreſſes 
of Lord Summers, but he had abſolutely 
given his promiſe from which he never reced- 
ed, and therefore expected ſhe would be 
ready to give her hand to Lord Summers 
within a month, ſettlements were already 
preparing, and he ſhould be in town within a 
fortnight, though only ſuch an event could 
have brought him to London again — he con- 
cluded with requiring implicit obedience 
from the daughter, and an entire concurrence 
from his ſiſter to an union ſo deſirable.“ 


Lady Beaumont felt a very ſincere concern 
in reading this letter, ſhe confeſſed Sir 


Charles Frankly much more deſerving her 


niece, and it was very plain to her he would 
be the object of her choice was ſhe at liberty 
B 6 to 
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to determine, but ſhe knew her brother too 


well to hope he would be influenced by any 


thing ſhe or his daughter could ſay; beſides, 
with what propriety could ſhe own a prefer- 
ence, when there had been no ablolute avowal 
of Sir Charles's paſſion ? ſhe was interrupted 
in her reverie by the entrance of Miſs May- 
bank, to whom ſhe delivered her father's 


letter without a ſingle comment—the peruſal 


of which brought tears into her eyes, but 
after a little pauſe, ſhe ſaid, well my deareſt 
madam, my leſion is very ſhort, I have 
nothing to do but to ſubmit, for, in truth, I 
cannot form a. ſingle objection. She retired 
to her room and endeavored to reconcile her 
mind to an event which ſhe ſaw was inevita- 


ble. But her tranquillity was ſhort, for within 
an hour after, the following letter was deliver- 


ed to her. 


TO MISS MAY BANE, 
Madam, 


e Do not judge too ſeverely of that teme= 
rity which breaks through the rules, I had 
3 | preſcribed 
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preſcribed myſelf, not to have confeſſed my 
particular admiration of Miſs Maybank, till 
time and my aſſiduities might have given me 
ſome claim to hope for her eſteem. But ap- 
prehenſive of the numberleſs addreſſes you 


will undoubtedly receive, I can no longer 


reſtrain myſelf from ſoliciting permiſſion to 
offer myſelf a candidate for the happineſs of 
being eſteetned by you ;—I will not preſume 


to ſolicit an anſwer, propitious be your ſi-— 


ence! nor will I take the liberty to addreſs 
myſelf to Lord Maybank until ſuch time as 
his lovely daughter ſhall think me delerving 


the honor of her efteem. I am, with the 


higheſt reſpect, and molt perfect admiration, 
Madam, 
Your devoted humble ſervant, 


CHARLES FRANKLY,” 


Poor Frankly ! ſighed Miſs Maybank, I 
feel for your diſappointment, but it would be 


cruel to keep him in ſuſpenſe, and the ſooner 


I put an end to his pretenſions the better, 
tor 


14 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


for I only add to my own regret by admitting 
his viſits which can anſwer no purpoſe now, 
but to make both unhappy. Sitting down 
at her writing deſk, with painful feelings ſhe 
wrote theſe lines. 


SIR CHARLES FRANKLY, 
Sir, | 

ce J had the honoi to receive your letter, 
and think myſelf both honored and obliged 
by the eſteem you profeſs for me, and if it 
will afford you any pleaſure, ſcruple not to 
confeſs there is no man whoſe good opinion I 
would prefer to Sir C. Frankly's—but this, 
fir, is all the acknowledgment I can return, 
for I have received my father's commands to 
admit the addreſſes of Lord Summers—thoſe 
commands with me are ſacred, and I mult 
teach my heart to be obedient to the will of 
him who gave me being; from hence, ſir, 

you will ſee the neceſſity of declining thoſe 
_ viſits, which, I confeſs, afforded me plea- 
ſure, but in our preſent ſituation, can anſwer 
no 
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no good purpoſe to either. Accept my beſt, 
my ſincereſt wiſnes for your happineſs, and 
believe me, with a due ſenſe of your merit, 


| Do 
Your obliged and moſt obedient ſervant, 


LOUISA MAYBANK,” 


On reperuſing what ſhe had wrote, the 
ſtyle did not pleaſe her, ſhe conſidered and 
began another letter, but the agitation of her 
mind rather increaſed than diminiſhed, and 
ſhe was forced to give up the attempt and let 
the firſt go - before ſhe ſealed it ſhe went into 
Lady Beaumont's dreſſing room, and giving 
her both letters, do me the favor, my dear 
aunt, to look over theſe papers, and judge if 
I have acted properly. When her ladyſhip 
had peruſed them, ſhe ſaid, yes, my dear 
girl, you have conducted yourſelf with that 
candour and diſcretion J expected, it avails 
nothing to regret now, yet I cannot help 
wiſhing Sir Charles had ſuperceded Lord 
Summers in an application to your father, 

bur, 
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but, indeed both offers are ſo very unexcep- 
tionable that you have reaſon to value your- 
ſelf on being ſo diſtinguiſhed. I amrerateful to 
both gentlemen, replied Miſs Maybank, but I 
could have wiſhed. not to be fo foon hurried 
into an engagement which requires much 


prudence and diſcretion ro conduct. How. 


ever, the ſooner I ſend this letter the better; 
then calling a ſervant, ſhe diſpatched him 
with that fatal epiſtle which coſt ber ſome 
ſighs and was to overwhelm a worthy man 
with the molt poignant diſtreſs, 


This was to be a day of embarraſſment to 


poor Louiſa, early in the evening came Lord 
Summers, and after-ſome general chit chat, 
he addreſſed himſelf particularly to Mits 
Maybank. 1 preſume, madam, *tis unne- 
ceſſary for me to declare my perfect admira- 
tion of you, nor mention the application J 
have made to Lord Maybank for leave to 
addreſs his charming daughter ; I have been 
honored with His approbation, but may I 


| flatter myſelf that Miſs Maybank will deign 


tO 
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to approve my addreſſes, that ſhe will con- 
deicend to accept the hand of one whoſe 
whole life ſhall be exerted to deſerve the obli- 
gation, and procure happineſs to her on whoſe 
favor all bis felicity in this world muſt de- 
pend? there was ſomething Louiſa thought 
too ſtudied in this ſpeech, and ſhe found her- 
ſelf leſs embarraſſed than ſhe expected; after 
a little heſitation, ſhe replied, I am greatly 
indebted to your lordſhip for the partiality 
you honor me with, but permit me to ob- 
ſerve, my lord, the very little time I have 
been known is ſurely inſufficient to give you 
that knowledge of my character, neceſſiry to 
be underſtood, previous to any addrefles or 


applications—pardon me, raadam, for inter- 


rupting you, a very flight knowledge of 
Miſs Maybank is ſufficient to fix her charac- 
ter with the diſcerning, where the mind is 
legible in the face; and every ſentiment is 
expreſſive of good ſenſe and judgment; a man 


muſt be blind and inſenſible not to diſtin- 
guiſh her merit. Without accepting a com- 
Pument I have no claim to, replicd ſhe, par- 


don 
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don me, my lord, if I candidly confeſs, 1 
cannot content myſelf with a ſuperficial 
knowledge of the man to whom I am to 
look up to for my future happineſs. I pre- 
ſume not to judge of your lordſhip's merit, 
and *tis ſufficient to command my reſpect 
and eſteem that my father approves, but 
ſurely female delicacy requires ſome little 
compliment, and a young woman ought not 
to be hurried into an union before ſhe is capa- 
ble of knowing in what degree of eſtimation 

| ſhe is to hold the man who claims her love 
and obedience. Whilſt I adore your delica- 
cy, madam, he anſwered with a dejected 
air, I feel extremely mortified to find you 
capable of ſuch nice diſtinctions as too plain- 
ly proves I am not happy enough to have b 
found an advocate in your breaſt; but I was | Cl 
informed by Lady Beaumont you was diſen- 
gaged, and flatter'd myſelf, I was not totally 
unworthy your acceptance, perhaps I have 
been too precipitate, but your father having 
approved my pretenſions and appearing de- 
ſirous to accelerate our union, my heart was 
©. 200 
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too deeply intereſted, not readily to accept 
the bleſſing he was willing to beſtow. 


My lord, ſaid Miſs Maybank, coldly, my 
aunt told you true when ſhe ſaid I was diſ- 
engaged, and I have a due ſenſe of your 
merit and my obligations to your good opi- 
nion. I will alſo acknowledge that my duty 
to my father has its due weight with mes 


and that his commands dete mine my deſti- 


ny. It ſhall be the ſtudy of my life, charm- 
ing Miſs Maybank, replied he, kiſſing her 
hand, to make that deſtiny happy and glo- 
rious, to prove to you, the man before you 
reſpects and eſteems you with a warmth ſu- 
perior to that tranſient paſſion which mere 
beauty inſpires; nor does he deſpair of con- 
ciliating your affections if the moſt perfect 
love and attention to your happineſs can de- 


ſerve your heart. The entrance of Lady 


Beaumont changed the converſation, to the 
great relief of Miſs Maybank, who, although 
ſhe could not refuſe her eſteem to Lord Sum- 
mers, was very little inclined to admit him 


az" 
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as a lover, yet knowing her father's diſpoſi- 
tion ſhe determined to ſubdue her indiffe- 
rence, if poſſible, and ſubmit to commands 
ſne could neither contend with nor avoid. 


The following day Lady Godfrey called 
on her and being alone in her drefling room 
ſhe received her with very viſible emotions; 
I am come to take leave of you, my dear 
Miſs Maybank, ſaid her ladyſhip, in two 
days we ſet off for Berkſhire—in two days! 
cried Miſs Maybank — yes, reſumed ſhe, 
we leave Town ſooner than we deſigned, to 
accommodate a friend Sir James1s extremely 
anxious about, and whom he has prevailed 
upon to accompany us; Mr. and Mrs. Har— 
grave and my ſiſter will follow in another 
week—perhaps, my dear Miſs Maybank, 
great changes may have taken place before 
I have the pleafure of ſceing you again; 
whatever they are, may they -be productive 
of happineſs to you; and I hope your friends 
will have too much generoſity to repine in 
the diſappointment of their withes, 

Miſs 
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* 


Miſs Maybank, overcome with the deli- 
cacy and kindneſs of Lady Godfrey, could 
no longer command her tears, taking her 
hand, believe me, dear madam, no one 
eſteems or reſpects you and your friends more 
than myſelf, and J will own in the happineſs 
of thoſe you are intereſted for, I could have 
found my own—but a father's commands 
demand obedience, and where no reaſonable 
objection can be made, I have no alternative 


but to acquieſce. There is the thing, re- 


plied Lady Godfrey, we muſt ſuffer without 
* the right of complaining, and admire the 
very motive for a rejection which deſtroys 
all our hopes. However, time and our 
joint endeavors, will, I flatter myſelf, reſtore 
the tranquillity now ſo deeply wounded, and 
enable us, in a few months, to meet again 
with pleaſure. I moſt fervently hope it, ſaid 


Miſs Maybank, for the happineſs of my 


friends will be neceſſary to promote mine. 
After a little general converſation Lady 
Godfrey went down to pay her compliments 


tt 
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to Lady Beaumont, and with expreſſions of 


the higheſt eſteem parted with her valuable 


friends. 


Miſs Maybank droped a few tears, but 
endeavoring to regain her compoſure, ſhe felt 
the warmeſt gratitude to her ladyſhip for the 


delicacy ſhe obſerved in not mentioning Sir 


Charles Frankly, and was rejoiced he ac- 
companied them to their ſeat, rather than to 
have gone alone to his own; perhaps, ſaid 
ſhe, trying to ſuppreſs a ſigh, perhaps in the 
country he may become ſenfible to the 
charms of Miſs Raikſon, Lady Godfrey will 


rejoice to call him brother and the young 


lady is deſerving his eſteem- may they both 


be happy. For ſeveral days nothing mate- 


rial took place, till one evening Lady Beau- 


mont and Louiſa went with Lord Summers 
to Drury-Lane, and ſoon after they were 
ſeated Lord Delmot came into the ſame box, 


he ſpoke ſlightly to Lord Summers, and 


puſhing rather rudely by him ſeated himſelf 
behind Miſs Maybank to whom he addreſſed 
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a profuſion of compliments, to which ſhe 
anſwered in the coldeſt and moſt forbidding 


manner ſhe could aſſume, but he had too 
much confidence and ſelf- importance to be 


eaſily diſtanced, and became ſo very trouble- 
ſome that Lord Summers could no longer 
avoid interfering, and turning to Lord Del- 
mot, with ſome aſperity in his manner, ſir, 


ſaid he, I muſt requeſt you will not prevent 


Miſs Maybank's entertainment by continual 


interruptions which cannot be agreeable to 


her, or others. If by others, you mean 
yourſelf I am mighty indifferent about your 
approbation ſir, but I certainly ſhall not deny 
myſelf the pleaſure of converſing with this 
lady—before Lord Summers could reply, 
which he roſe in ſome haſte to do, Louiſa, 
with admirable preſence of mind, ſaid to 
Lord Delmot, at another time fir no doubt 
| might be honored by your converſation, 
but at preſent I beg to be permitted to de- 
cline it as I wiſh to enjoy the entertainment 
I came purpoſely to hear. To a lady's re- 


queſt, madam, I am all obedience, but at 


another 
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another time I ſhall hope for the honor of a 
more particular converſation in ſpite of any 
impertinent interference, added he, looking 
diſdainfully on Lord Summers, who, how- 
ever, kept his temper, as the other did his 
place behind Miſs Maybank ; and when the 
play was over, and the carriage ready, po- 
liteneſs impelled Lord Summers to offer his 
hand to Lady Beaumont, Lord Delmot in- 
ſtantly ſeiſed Louiſa's nor could ſhe without 
great particularity avoid receiving his aſſiſt- 
ance; when he handed her into the carriage 
he made a profound bow and walked off, not 
a little mortified at ſeeing Lord Summers 
enter the carriage with them, but being join- 
ed in the lobby by ſome of his friends, he 
was rallied for his attention to Lord Sum- 
mers” intended bride — how ! ſaid he, 1s 
- ſhe really to be married to him, yes, an- 
ſwered one of them, every thing is con- 
cluded on, I had it from his particular 
friend. O, if that's the caſe, cried Lord 
Delmot, careleſsly, I have done with the af- 
fair for the preſent, a few weeks after mar- 

| riage, 
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marriage, or next ſeaſon, perhaps, if no 
7 | prettier women comes in my way, I may 
N honor her with my attention again, and the 
- poor thing will be grateful enough, I war- 
s rant, when out of the hands of the old 
e | cdowager, and fick of her oldiſh huſband, for 


the fellow is old enough to be her father, 
though, to do him juſtice, he is not abſolute- 
ly frightful, yet he muſt be a conſummate 
fool if he thinks to keep that fine creature 
to himſelf. Such were the libertine princi- 
ples of Lord Delmot, and ſuch are the gene- 
ral maxims of fine gentlemen under the veil 
of gallantry and politeneſs ; deteſtable cover- 
ing for the moſt odious vices! Miſs May. 
bank obſerved Lord Summers appeared 
much ruffled by the obſtinate perſeverance of 


is | the other, and laughing, ſaid, poor Lord 
an- Delmot was highly mortified from being 
on- b precluded the pleaſure of hearing himſelf 
ular T talk; I fear he was very troubleſome to you, 
ord MW faid his lordſhip, not in the leaſt, anſwercd 


ſhe, at another time I could have been di- 
verted with his abſurdities, but I wiſhed to 
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attend to the play this evening; in my opi- 
nion he is a character ſo truly contemptible, 
from the volubility of his tongue and affec- 
tation of his manner, as never to deſerve 


anger, and only incur that perfect indiffer- 
ence, which, to him, muſt be the ſevereſt mor- 


tification. I believe you are perfectly right, 
my dear Miſs Maybank, ſaid Lord Sum- 
mers, with much cheerfulneſs, but in general 
he is a favorite with the ladies — for the ſame 
reaſon, I ſuppoſe, replied ſhe, ſmiling, as my 


kitten and carlo are favorites of mine, becauſe 


they ſometimes amuſe me with their tricks, 
and men and animals may occaſionally anſwer 
the fame purpoſe. This lively ſally of her's 
had its deſired effect, reconciled Lord Sum- 


mers to the intruſion of Lord Delmot, and 


delighted him with the diſtinction implied in 


his favor, — 


RETRIBUTION, 


Lady Beaumont now daily expected her 
brother, and was very anxious to hear from 


her ſon to whom ſhe had written of Lord- 


3 Summer's 
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Zummer's addreſſes to his couſin, the long 


expected letter at length arrived, and the 
following contents afforded many reflections 
to her ladyſhip and amiable niece. 


Liſte. 
Deareſt Madam, 
ee My long ſilence, I fear, muſt have gi- 
ven you ſome pain, but my time and at- 
tention have been ſo much engaged that nei- 


ther Mr. Thompſon nor myſelf have had a 


moment to ſpare theſe three weeks paſt ; tis 
nearly that time ſince returning one evening 
from an aſſembly to our hotel, we found 
the houſe in ſome confuſion occaſioned by a 
gentleman who had arrived late in the even- 
ing in a carriage apparently much agitated, 


for ordering freſh horſes, he only drank a 


glaſs of wine and walked about curſing the 
delay of the poſtillions at a violent rate; one 
of which at length made his appearance and 


lamented the impoſlibility of proceeding, 


tor that no poſt horſes could be had for that 
6 night, 
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night, and his own were completely knocked 
up. On this information he fell into a vio- 


lent rage, and exerted himſelf with ſuch hor- 


rid curſes and abule that he broke a blood 
veſſel and fell ſpeechleſs on the floor—a fur- 
geon being ſent for, he was put to bed and 
ſome time elapſed before he was reſtored to 
his ſenſes, and every moment in danger of 
ſuffocation however, before we returned he 
was better, but ordered to be kept extremely 
quiet. He was an Engliſhman, they ſaid, 


but having no ſervant they were ignorant of 


his name, though he appeared like a man of 
quality. This was the account we heard 
and which occaſioned many conjectures, I 
was uncharitable enough to think he was 
ſome perſon flown from juſtice, but Mr. 
Thompſon, with his natural goodneſs of 
heart, judged it might be a father or a huſ- 
band whoſe beloved object might be ill and 
require his preſence to Bruſſels, where, we 


underſtood, he was going. However, inthe 


morning common humanity induced us to 
enquire after him; we were informed, he 


had 
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had ſuffered a ſecond effuſion of blood, and 


was exceedingly low and almoſt exhauſted — 
when the ſurgeon came we deſired to ſee him, 
he ſaid his patient was in great danger, and 
as nobody knew him or whether he had any 
effects with him, it was a very diſagreeable 
piece of buſineſs to be concerned in. We've 
done away his ch:ef fear, by aſſuring him we 
would ſatisfy him for his trouble, and re- 


queſted he would do every thing he could to 


preſerve him. For a day and another night 
we heard he lay pretty quiet, but the ſecond 
day he appeared very reſtleſs, aſked the doc- 
tor if he thought him in any danger, and on 
his reply that it was impoſſible to ſay with 
any certainty, as it muſt depend on the ef- 
fuſion of blood not returning, which, in his 
weak ſtate would moſt certainly be danger- 
ous—he ſighed very heavily, repeated the 
word wretch two or three times, and at 
length cried out, to die thus unrevenged, 
cut off in a ſtrange land, no friend, no coun- 
tryman, yes, fir, ſaid the doctor, interrupt- 
ing him, there are two gentlemen, Engliſh- 

C3 men, 
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men, now in the houſe—O, let me ſee them, 


cried he, let me not die among flrangers! 


the ſurgeon came to us immediately, and we 
moſt readily returned with him to the ſick 
man's room, I drew near the bed-ſide, and 
removing the curtain, ©* endeavor to com- 
poſe yourſelf, fir, here are countrymen and 
friends who are ready to ſerve you.” —he 
turned his head haſtily round, ard in ſpite of 
the deadly paleneſs of his looks and hollow 
eyes, diſcovered to me the features of Colo- 
nel, or rather Mr. Minors — Great God, 
cried he, Sir William Beaumont! this is 
retribution indeed! the agitation he was in 
brought on a vomiting of blood, which reduced 
him to a ſtate of weakneſs, unable to ſpeak 
articulately, but he moved his hand and ſaid, 
go, go, two or three times—for my part I 


had been ſo much ſhocked and ſurpriſed at 
ſuch an unexpected interview, that I had 


not uttered a ſingle word from the time 1 
diſcovered his face Mr. Thompſon, indeed, 
very humanely aſſiſted him, and when he 
n the word be I faid, make yourſelf 

eaſy, 
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eaſy, ſir, here are no enemies, your condi- 
tion has diſarmed reſentment and excited 


pity, if I, or this gentleman, my friend, 


can be of any ſervice freely command us, 
we will be ready to attend you any time— 
he looked moſt earneſtly at me, attempted 
to ſpeak, but his lips only moved; his ſitua- 
tion fo affected me, I hurried out of the 
room to give vent to my feelings, yet I was 
dying with curioſity to know all the particu- 
lars relative to him and the woman who leſt 
England with him; but he continued very 
ill the remainder of the day, Mr. Thompſon 
looked in upon him at night, when he lay 
pretty quiet, The next day the doctor told 
me he thought it impoſſible he could reco- 
ver, the loſs of blood had fo weakened him, 
and a flow fever was preying on his vital 
parts, that though he might exiſt a few days 


he diſpaired of his ever being reſtored to 


health, 


In this way he continued ſeveral days; Mr. 
Thompſon vilited him daily but carefully 
C4 avoided 
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avoided mentioning my name, however, on 
the eighth day of his illneſs, growing viſibly 
weaker, and having had .a very bad night, 
he again aſked the doctor's opinion of his 
caſe, and he candidly telling him he enter- 
tained but very ſlender hopes, when Mr, 
Thompſon looked in upon him, after a little 


Pauſe he aſked for me, my friend told him I 
was in the houſe and ready to attend him if 


he was deſirous of ſeeing me, he ſaid I know 
not how to fee him, but tell him that devil, 
that Signora is run away from me and car- 
ried of all my money, I was purſuing her 


when this curſed accident happened, fo he is 


well revenged—then added, if I could live to 
fee her puniſhed I ſhould die cqntent, but 


here ſhe triumphs in my ſpoils, and I periſh 


in a foreion land without friends, or even 
money to pay for throwing me into the 
grave—do not indulge ſuch unpleaſant ideas, 
ſaid Mr. Thompſon, if any thing can add to 
your eaſe or peace here, no expence ſhall be 
ſpared, and if Heaven thinks fit to_call you 
hence, depend on every decent attention being 

paid 


* 
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paid to your memory—but, fir, ſaid he, and 


{tarted up in the bed, I will not die, who 
told that fellow I could not recover, I may 
live years yet, the blood veſſel is healed, I 


am better, I will be better, tell the doctor 


ſo, I will purſue that devil throughout the 
world—then quite exhauſted, he fell back 


and groaned moſt diſmally ; he lay for ſeve- 


ral hours quite ſpent, till towards night 
when he again aſked for me, he rejoices, I 
ſuppoſe, at my ſituation, you are miſtaken, 
ſaid Mr. Thompſon, Sir William is ſincerely 


grieved for you, your ſituation has taken off 


the edge of reſentment, and your own feel- 
ings muſt be a ſufficient puniſhment—and: 
who told you, fir, what my feelings were? 
ſaid he, fiercely—do. you mean to preach to 
me, I had enough of that in my younger 
days, my father was a good man, I have a 
mother and a ſiſter too, I believe, but I have 
not heard of them theſe two years - then 
pauſing a little, he ſaid, bid Sir William 


come ta me, I will ſee him; Mr. Thompſon. 
came to me and repeated the above, I fol- 


C 5 lowed 


— 


— 3 — 2 — . CE ER and 
4 Peng 2 2 e e 
* 2. +. WE * 8 n * 


2 
x a mo, 


> - as — cds —— 


Abo — 


34 ERRORS QF EDUCATION. 


lowed him much agitated, when I drew near 
the bed-ſide, he raiſed his head, and looking 
ſtedfaſtly at me, © what is become of Miſs 
Rivers, ſaid he, abruptly; a queſtion ſo un- 
expected, ſhocked me greatly, and with ſome 
emot.on, I replied, ſhe is no more,” No 
more! he repeated, I ſaw her in my dreams, 
ſhe is no more! well, ſhe was a ſilly girl to 
die, and Mrs, Minors, is ſhe dead too ?—1 
hope not, fhe was well when J left England.” 
« You hope! what you will marry her [ 
fuppoſe, but. I have taken care of her for- 
tune, and, ſir, I wont die, I will have that 
curſed Signora firſt,” —I ſaw his ſenſes were 
not perfect, he began to ramble ſtrangely in 
.curſes on her, did not appear to know me, 
in ſhort the ſcene became ſo ſhocking I was 
obliged to quit the room. 


Mr. Thompſon remained, and aſſiſted in 
adminiſtring every thing poſſible to relieve 
him, but in vain, his delerium continued all 
day and for the beſt part of the night, till 
nature being quite exhauſted, he lay ſpeech- 
85 leſs 


eVe 


tall 
ch- 


lets 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 35 


leſs for ſeveral hours and expired about nine 
in the morning without appearing ſenſible 
of his ſituation—poor unhappy man! his de- 
plorable end had an effect on my ſpirits 1 
could not ſhake off for many days—in pre- 


ſence of the woman who attended him, the 


ſurgeon and maſter of the hotel we examined 
his effects - he had about fifteen pounds of 
Engliſh value in his purſe, a very fine bril- 
liant on his finger, an elegant repeater, and 


a letter of credit on a banker at Bruſſels for 


about fifty pounds, there were neither letters 
nor papers of any ſort as a clue to his former 
reſidence, but we diſpatched a letter to Paris 
with the hope of obtaining ſome information 
from the perſon who drew the letter of credit; 
mean time we ſealed up his effects and Mr. 
Thompſon, at my requeſt, diſcharged every 
demand, and had the laſt duties performed. 


About three days ſince, we received an 
anſwer from Paris, © that a gentleman came 
to him, and giving him a bank note for fifty 
pounds, which was backed by a perſon of 

| C 6 conſequence 


36 ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 

conſequence in the city, and requeſted a 
letter of credit in exchange, which he gave 
him, but A he was entirely! ignorant whe- 
ther he Trad reſided in Paris, or was Juſt 


come to the city.” — Thus are we totally in 
the dark as to his ſituation, effects, - or what 


that abandoned woman robbed him of, or 


where ſhe is gone—we may learn ſomething 
of his mother and ſiſter, perhaps, from Lord 
Stormer to whom I have written; and 1 
muſt requeſt the favor of you, my dear ma- 
dam, to make this event known to Lord and 
Lady Summers, who will take ſuch ſteps as 
they may judge proper I waited 'till we 
heard from Paris, in hopes of giving them 
fome information, and am ſorry I can learn 
nothing ſatisfactory. 


The death of this unhappy man, in whoſe 
vices I was but too. deeply concerned, has 
furniſhed me with ample reflections, and ad- 
ded to another recent, and ever regretted 
event, has ſpoke more to my heart, and in- 
formed my underſtanding more than volumes 
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of precepts or advice could have done. I 


incloſe the addreſs of the bankers at Paris 


and Bruſſels. 13 


f 1 i 5 | D4 3 { 4 
You inform me my lovely couſin receives 


the addreſſes of Lord Summers, it gives me 
ſome ſurpriſe, as from the [diſparity of years 


I ſhould not have ſuppoſed he. could have 


been ſelected as the object of her choice; but 
the is certainly the beſt judge, and my moſt 
ardent wiſhes are for her future happineſs. 
We intend ſetting off for Bruſſels in about a 
fortnight; I have every day freſh obligations 
to Mr, Thompſon who is the moſt amiable 
man 1 ever met with, he joins me in 
beſt reſpects to all our friends, and I am, 
moſt truly, dear madam, your obliged and. 
affectionate ſon, 


WILLIAM BEAUMONT, 


P. S. We have never feen nor heard of 


Mrs. Rivers ſince the night of our meeting, 


to my great joy. 


Lady 


. 
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Lady Beaumont was greatly ſhocked at 
reading this letter, the wretched end of 
Col. Minors, a ſacrifice to his vices, without 
time for repentance, was an event his worſt 
enemy muſt have deplored, and when ſhe con- 
fidered the degree of intimacy which had ſub- 
ſiſted between him and Sir William, ſhe ſhud- 
dered at the recollection, and returned thanks 
to Heaven for his preſent ſituation and ſenſe 


of his former ill- conduct. I am convinced, 
ſaid ſhe to Miſs Maybank, that a home, or 


retired education is the moſt improper in the 
world for boys; I wiſhed to keep my fon in 


ignorance of vice, and to make amends for 
the retirement he lived in, I indulged his 
foibles, and would not ſuffer him to be too 
much confined to his ſtudies. I erredin both, 
and the conſequence was an inſtability of 


temper, violent paſſions, and being unac- 
quainted with the world and its deceptions, 
he lay open to the arts of unprincipled peo- 


ple, and was plunged into vice almoſt before 
he knew the purſuits he was drawn into muſt 
inevitably end in ruin and diſgrace, -He has 


dearly. 
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_ dearly purchaſed that experience which, by 


a different mode of education he might have 
acquired, at leaſt without ſuch a material 
injury to his fortune, 


The ladies then conſulted how to break 
this affair of Mr, Minors's death to his lady, 
they concluded Lord Summers was the pro- 
pereſt perſon, and accordingly a note was 
diſpatched, deſiring his lordſhip's company, 
a ſummons he inſtantly obeyed, being juſt on 
the wing to vilit them. Lady Beaumont 


read the contents of her ſon's letter, and ſhe 


found his lordſhip appeared more pleaſed 
that his niece had obtained her freedom by 
the unhappy man's death, than concerned 
for his untimely fate—he made but a ſhort 
viſit that he might return and write his mo- 
ther what he called ſuch deſirable intelli- 
gence. 


Miſs Maybank felt a little diſguſted at his 
inſenſbility, the death of a man under ſuch 
Ag circumſtances, ſhe thought, muft 
have 
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have hurt any man of feeling or humanity 
—ſhe had yet to learn, that the gratification 
of hatred or revenge renders a man callous to 
all tender feelings. 


On the evening of this day Lord May- 


bank arrived, and although duty exacted 
Miſs Maybank ſhould receive him with af- 
fection and pleaſure, yet ſhe involuntarily 


trembled and ſhrunk back, the conſidered 


him as the arbiter of her fate, and that he 
came avowedly to dehver her into the power 
of Lord Summers—he embraced her with 
ſome appearance of affection, and after ſalut- 
ing his ſiſter, well Louiſa, ſaid he, you have 
once more drawn me to this curſed town, 


which I always hated, and never thought to 


ſee again; you muſt make haſte, J promiſe 


you, to give your hand to Lord Summers, 


for I wont ſtay above ten days at fartheſt, 
Ten days! repeated Miſs Maybank, ſurely, 
fir, you cannor ſuppoſe I can marry Lord 
Summers in ten days—and why not, I Py 


you, ſaid his Jordſtup, things can be as wel! 


ſettled 


ſet 
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ſettled in that time as in ten months, and I 
ſhall take care to haſten things J aſſure you. 


Miſs Maybank burſt into tears hey-day! 
cried her father, what is this affectation for ? 
don't play off theſe airs upon me, you ought 


to rejoice ſuch a man as Lord Summers will 


take you, if he knew the plagues attendant 
on marrying, he'd ſee you at the devil before 
he would trouble himſelf about you. Upon 


my word, brother, faid Lady Beaumont, who 


had not yet ſpoke, you are too violent, you 
frighten my niece, and I think your deter- 
mination in favor of Lord Summers, whom 


you have never yet ſeen, is rather too haſty | 


—what, I ſuppoſe, ſaid he, interrupting 
her, he 1s neither handſome nor a coxcomb, 
but I like him the better for it, though wo- 
men are ſuch fools to be charmed by appear- 
ances only, a good eſtate is the thing to make 
people happy; and ſo Miſs, I deſire you 
will get ready in a week, and let's have no 
more airs. Miſs Maybank dried up her 
tears and endeavoured to aſſume a ſerenity 
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contrary to her feelings, and Lady Beau. 
mont, deſirous to promote peace, changed 
the converſation to her ſon, and Lord May- 
bank being unacquainted with the loſs of his 
fortune, applauded his reſolution for going 
abroad to ſce the world. They retired very 
early, buc poor Miſs Maybank got no reſt; 
a very ſhort time now was allowed her to 
make up her mind and give her hand to 
Lord Summers, and ſhe ſaw the union muſt 
take place—a few ſighs eſcaped her, but ſhe 
checked them and endeavoured: to recon- 
cile herſelf to an event ſhe could not 
avoid. The next morning after break- 
faſt Lord Maybank ſet off to viſit Lord 
Summers who was at home and not a little 
rejoiced to ſee him—the ſubje& next their 
heart was ſoon entered upon, and pro- 
poſals equally agreeable ; they drove to their 
ſolicitor, he received his orders and was re- 
queſted to be expeditious. . His lordſhip de- 
clined dining from his ſiſter, but engaged 
Lord Summers for the evening. On his re- 
turn to Stanhope-ſtreet he exclaimed to his 
daughter. Upon my ſoul, Louiſa, you 
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are a fortunate girl, why Lord Summers is 


very handſome in his perſon, does not look 


thirty, and is really elegant in his manners; 
ſuch a man with ſuch a fortune, why you will 
be the moſt enviable woman in town. I am 
far from deſiring to be an object of envy, 
replied Louiſa, and although I do not mean 
to detract from the merits of Lord Summers, 
yet it would give me no concern if he carried 


his worth and pretenſions elſewhere, to one 


more impreſſed with his merits than I am. 
You are a very ungrateful girl, replied his 
lordſhip, in a raiſed voice, but like the reſt 


of your ſex romantic and vain—however, 
madam, you had beſt inſtruct yourſelf to 


think of Lord Summers as' he deſerves, for 
he ſhall be your huſband I promiſe you. I 
do my lord juſtice, ſir, I acknowledge he 


deſerves a preference, and as I think it my 


duty to obey your commands, I hope and 
truſt, Lord Summers will have no cauſe [to 
complain of my behavior.” Very well, 
ſaid Lord Maybank, ſee that you always 
preſerve thoſe ſentiments. I am ſure ſhe will, 
exclaimed Lady Beaumont with earneſtneſs, 
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ſne will be an honor to her friends and an 
ornament to her ſex. I hope ſhe will juſtify 


_ Jour partiality, replied he abruptly. He then 


began to make ſome particular enquirics 
concerning his nephew, and although Lady 
Beaumont avoided as much as poſſible giving 
him any part of the diſagrecable ſtate of his 
affairs, he ſaw plainly by the embarraſſment 


of her manner there was ſomething left un- 


told—aye, aye, ſays he, I fee how ”tis, the 
fellow has been drawn into ſome ſcrape or 
other, your curſed ſex are the ruin of hand- 
ſome fellows like William, and the beſt 
thing he could do was to know more of the 
world, and then he'il not care ſixpence tor 
any of you. You, of all men, anſwered 
Lady Beaumont, with ſome aſperity, have 
little cauſe to cenſure the women; Lady 
Maybank had virtues ſufficient to reconciic a 
ſenſible man to the foibles of her ſex, and 
command a favorable opinion of them. Yes, 
retorted Lord Maybank, ſhe had ſome very 


troubleſome virtues, with as many abjurd 


; ES 
notions as the reſt of you. You are at leaſt 


indebted 


— 
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indebted to her, ſaid her ladyſhip, 1 the 


excellent education of your daughter, which 
has planted in her heart that filial love and 
reverence that enables her to obey with 
cheerfulneſs, even abitrary commands. Well, 
well, ſaid he, I don't want to hear the praiſes 
of the dead, I ſhall be happy to have cauſe 
for being pleaſed with the behavior of the 
living; the ſooner therefore Louiſa gives her 
hand to Lord Summers the better, that I 
may return to Scotland. 


Lady Beaumont diſguſted with her bro- 
ther, followed Miſs Maybank to her dreſ- 
ſing- room, - ſhe had quitted the room in tears 


on the firit mention of her mother; ſhe was 


fitting in the moſt penſive attitude and drying 
thoſe tears which fell in abundance on her 
handkerchief, I am ſorry to ſce you in this 
ſituation, my dear, ſaid her ladyſhip, but if it 
ariſes from a diſinclination to obey your fa- 
ther, or an averſion to Lord Summers, how- 
ever unjuſtifiable the latter, without a predi- 
lection in favor of another is the cauſe, you had 
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better be candid with your father and acknow- 
ledge your diſlike than be miſerable for life. 
Pardon, my dear aunt, replied Miſs Maybank, 
thoſe tears, which flow from a different cauſe; 
J have no averſion to Lord Summers, and I 
ſubmit to thoſe commands which 1 hope 
have my happineſs in view, without any 


great reluctance, but when I think of that 


dear, revered woman, to whoſe parental 
goodneſs IJ owe every thing, when 1 recol- 
le& the ſmall advantages ſhe derived from 
obeying the commands of her father, and 
ſubmitting with unexampled patience, nay 
even an appearance of ſatisfaction to treat- 
ment ſo unworthy of her merits: I tremble 
for my fate, for I am every way inferior to 
the angel whoſe virtues I wiſh to imitate, and 
| whoſe precepts are engraven on my heart. 
Do not give way to thoſe unpleaſant Ideas, 


ſaid her ladyſhip, your good principles will 


always enſure your happineſs, and Lord 
Summers has the general character of a very 
amiable man, perfect felicity in this life, 1s 
not to be obtained, let us but preſerve the 
conſciouſneſs of performing our duty in the 
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ſituation we are placed in, and the world 
or its misfortunes, can never deſtroy our 
peace. 


In the afternoon Lord Summers made his 


promiſed viſit and was introduced by her fa- 


ther to Miſs Maybank as the gentleman he 
had ſelected for her huſband, and whoſe good 


opinion of her, deſerved the moſt grateful | 


return, Poor Louiſa could not ſpeak, ſhe 
courteſyed gracefully to his lordſhip and per- 
mitted him to lead her to her chair; and as 
he avoided any very particular addreſs, more 
than to return Lord Maybank his thanks, 
and his earneſt wifhes to merit the bleſſing 
conferred on him; ſhe became tolerably 
compoſed, and ſuſtained her ſhare in the 
general converſation with cheerfulneſs, to the 
great delight of Lady Beaumont, 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


AN EVENT OF MUCH CONSEQUENCE. 


R. Thornhill, at the requeſt of Lady 


Beaumont, had taken an elegant lit- 


tle houſe for her at Richmond, where it was 


deſigned they ſhould retire to immediately, 
on Miſs Maybank's marriage, for a month 
or two, previous to accompanying Lord 
Summers to his country ſeat; Lady Sum- 
mers and Mrs, Minors were daily expected 


in town to be preſent at the ceremony which 


was to give them a relation ſo amiable. The 
two ladies were occupied in chooling clothes 
and other neceſſaries, Lord Summers had 
preſented Miſs — with a profuſion of 

n 


My 3 7 . T 8 n Key "© 
R N 82 « Sie e 3 F 

SENG OWNS oy Ts ov. einn en enen An 5 

"> hs Wig ER V T4 CILIA LOR . 5 RF 2 


VW 
ö n 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 49 
jewels, and her father reſigned to her all 
which had been her mother's. Very large 
ſettlements were made and the day at length 
fixed to unite Lord Summers to the object of 
his wiſhes. But alas! how uncertain is hu- 
man dependance on the attainment of feli- 
city! two days previous to the intended 
happy one, Lord Maybank returned from 
having ſpent the evening with Lord Sum- 
mers, and complained of a violent pain in 
his head, - accompanied with ſhivering and 
ſickneſs; Louiſa extremely alarmed, pre- 
vailed on him, late as it was, to ſend for a 
phyſician, who quickly arrived, and after 
feeling his pulſe, demanded, if he had ever 
had the ſmall pox? neither his lordſhip or 
Lady Beaumont could ſatisfy him in that 
particular, the doctor obſerved the ſymptoms 
were very ſuſpicious of that diſorder, but in 
the morning he ſhould be enabled to judge 
with more certainty; he ordered ſome medi- 
cines, and Miſs Maybank determined wv re- 
main in his room to adminiſter them herſelf; 
Lady Beaumont choſe to fit up with her; in 
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a few hours after he was in bed, the fever 
grew very violent, and towards morning he 
was delirious. The ladies extremely terri- 
fied, ſent again for the phyſician, and on his 


arrival he inſtantly declared the ſmall pox 


was appearing, he requeſted the frighted 
Louiſa to be compoſed, aſſured her at pre- 
ſent there was no appearance of danger, and 
that when the puſtules were thrown out, the 
fever and delirium would abate. The fol- 
lowing day, however, the diſorder put on a 
very bad appearance, the pock came out ex- 


tremely thick and of the very worſt kind, the 


doctor was alarmed and fearful of the conſe- 
quence, yet endeavored to keep hope alive 
in the boſoms of the ladies. The fourth day 
his ſenſes perfectly returned, but the phyſi- 
clan ſaw his end was approaching, the quan- 
tity and quality of the diſorder was ſuch as 
overpowered his conſtitution and baffled all 
medical {k1ll. 


After conſidering his patient for ſome 
time, he made a ſign to Lady Beaumont, 


and 
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and the followed him out- tremble, ſaid 
ſhe, to aſk your opinion, but do not, my 
good fir, deceive me. I will not, madam, 
replied he, neither, indeed, would it avall 
any thing, for I fear the event 1s very near 
to decide for me. Good God! cried ſhe, 
he is then dying? not abſolutely ſo madam, 
faid he, but I do not think he will ſee to- 
morrow night. Shocked to death at this 
fatal intelligence, ſhe entreated the phyſician 
to ſpare them as much of his time as poſſible, 
and to try every expedient, if poſſible to re- 
lieve him. The doctor promiſed to return 
in about two hours, but told her he believed 
no human aſſiſtance could be of ſervice. 
Louiſa, who had ſeen her aunt follow the 
phy ſician, impatiently watched for her re- 
turn, but when ſhe ſaw her enter the room, 
her face pale, and her looks expreſſive of me- 
lancholy and trouble, ſhe felt her ſpirits ſink, 


and trembling with apprehenſion, ſhe ad- 


vanced to Lady Beaumont, and drawing her 


to the window, tell me, tell me, my dear 


madam, what the doctor's opinion is? the 
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event is in the hands of God, anſwered Lady 
Beaumont tenderly, and 'tis our duty to 
prepare ourſelves to ſupport his decrees with 
patience and reſignation. Whilſt there is 
life, we may be permitted to hope, added 
ſhe, ſeeing poor Louiſa turn pale as death, 
at the ſame time reſigning our wiſhes to the 
Almighty will. She took Louiſa by the 
hand and led her almoſt inanimate to the 
bed-ſide, the appearance of the diſorder was 
changed, the pock fallen in and the ſwelling 
abated. He knew them both, and holding 


out his hand Louiſa put it to her lips and 


burſt into tears, for a moment he looked al- 
ternately at her and his ſiſter, then trying to 

ſpeak, I believe am very ill, I think paſt re- 
covety; if I die—he then pauſed, and ſeeing 
them both in tears, reſumed with ſome emo- 

tion, Louiſa, you are a good child, I hoped 

to have ſeen you ſettled, but you deſerve to 
be left to your own choice; I releaſe you 
. from your promiſes in favor of Lord Sum- 
mers; when I am gone chooſe for yourſelf 
and as your aunt adviſes, but remember you 
are 
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are free. Then addreſſing Lady Beaumont, 
you, my dear ſiſter, are Louiſa's parent, 1 
have not done my duty either as a huſband 
or a father, I feel! I have not, may Heaven 
pardon all my omiſſions! J have made no 
will, there is one circumſtance hangs upon 
my mind then reſting a little, he reſumed, 
Louiſa, my love retire ſne inſtantly obeyed, 
glad to relieve her diſtreſs by a copious ſhower 
of tears, ſhe had been endeavoring to repreſs 
before her father—when ſhe left the room, he 


ſaid, I am aſhamed to confeſs even to you, 


my ſiſter, all my folly, I have ſeduced the 


daughter of my gardener, ſhe preſides at the 


caſtle, nay more, ſhe is with child; I believe 
it mine; I promiſed, and I intended making a 
ſettlement on her and the infant if it ſaw the 
light; *tis now [ fear too late ; if I die, tell 
my daughter 'tis my Jaſt requeſt ſhe will ſet- 
tle four hundred pounds a year on the poor 
girl for life if ſhe behaves well, and place 
two thouſand pounds in the funds to accu- 
mulate *till the child is eighteen years of age 
If the mother dies before that time, the 
annuity to be continued *cill that period for 
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the education of her child. Lady Beaumont, 
ſeeing he was very much exhauſted, however 
ſhocked ſhe felt at the intelligence he had 
communicated, ſhe took ſome paper from 
her pocket book, and writing down the par- 


ticulars of his requeſt, ſhe read it to him for 


his approbation ; he ſignified his ſatisfaion, 
and then added, if Louiſa can reſolve to 
marry Lord Summers I think it would be 
what he may expect, but if ſhe does not love 
him, or ſhould have a preference for another, 


tis my expreſs deſire ſhe may be free to act 
as ſhe pleaſes, Lord Summers, who had 


felt the moſt poignant diſtreſs for this delay 
of his happineſs, had been conſtant twice a 


day in his enquiries, though he had ſeldom 


ſeen Louiſa, 


Juſt as Lord Maybank had finiſhed his 


laſt words, the nurſe entered the room with 
the compliments of Lord Summers; his 


lordſhip pauſed a little, then ſaid, if his 
lordſhip will not be too much ſhocked at an 


object ſo diſagreeable as I appear, I could 


with 
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wiſh to ſee him—the nurſe going out, ſoon 

returned introducing Lord Summers, who 

was very viſibly frightened on beholding his 

intended father, Lord Maybank, whoſe 

ſtrength began to fail him, faintly ſaid, I re- 

turn your lordſhip thanks for the honor you 

intended me, had I lived it would have been 
my pride to have called you ſon ; but death, 
my lord, cancels ail engagements, my daugh- 
ter muſt be fe; if ſhe is ſenſible of your 
worth, 1 hope ſhe will make you happy: if 
not I repeat, ſhe is free, ſhe has a right to 
chooſe for herſelf, and that right I confirm 
with my approbation. Whatever is her de- 
termination, my lord, I wiſh you happy. 
Theſe laſt words were ſpoken with great dif- 
ficulty, and Lord Summers oppreſſed with 
horror, ſurpriſe and grief, haſtily quitted the 
room witn a low bow, and unable to utter a 
word. Lady Beaumont having adminiſtered 
ſome drops, her brother revived a little, but 


was too weak to reſume any diſcourſe, the 


phyſician and Louiſa entered together, he had 
been with her for ſome time and very hu- 
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manely had endeavored to reconcile her to 
ſupport an event he knew was faſt approach- 
ing; ſhe tried to ſuppreſs her emotions, when 
ſhe came to the bed; and had need of all her 
fortitude when ſhe ſaw how exhauſted and 
languid he lay; the phyſician would have 
perſuaded both ladies to withdraw, but they 
ſtrongly objected, he fat ſome time, and 
gave his patient ſome drops to compoſe him, 
he lay quiet, and at length füll into a doze; 
the doctor retired, being obliged to attend 
another perſon, and the ladies ſat by the 
bed near two hours, at the cxpiration of 
which he awaked with a ſigh and a heavy 
groan, they fetched ſome drops which was 
ordered to be given to him, and Miſs May- 
bank lean'd forward to ſupport his head; alas! 
that groan was his laft, —ſhe found all was 
over! ſurpriſe and ſorrow deprived her of her 
ſenſes, ſhe dropped on the bed,—ſhe was 
taken up and carried to another room whither 
Lady Beaumont accompanied her, having 
left her own woman to aſſiſt the nurſe—poor 


Louiſa ſoon recovered, and ſeeing Lady 


Beaumont 


G ty was 
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Beaumont in tears, leaning over her, my dear, 
my only parent, ſaid ſhe, take care of yourſelf, 
comfort your Louiſa, for, indeed, tis hard 
to bear, within one year deprived of both 
my parents, bur thy will, O God, be done, 
I kifs the rod -a friendly burſt of tears came 
to her relief, and they indulged together, 
that ſorrow, which, from the death of ſo near 
a relation, muſt be felt by tender, ſenſible 
minds. Ty 


Mr. Thornhill, being always referred to 
on any extraordinary occurrence, by Lady 
Beaumont, was ſoon informed of this event, 
and haſtened to aſſiſt her in the neceſſary 
orders; it was Miſs Maybank's requeſt her 
father ſhould be carried down to Lochbar 
Caſtle and interred 1n the family vault, and 
ſhe requeſted her aunt to write a letter to the 
young waman her father had mentioned, 
under cover to the Steward, acquainting her 
with his lordſhip's bequeſt in her favor, and 
his daughter's intention ſtrictly to fulfil his 
wiſhes, and leaving her the option to con- 
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tinue at the caſtle 'till ſhe came down, or to 
"retire as was moſt to her own choice, „ if ſhe 
choſe the latter, the Steward had orders to 
pay her two hundred pounds for her preſent 
ſupport, and permit her to take with her 
every thing his lordſhip had preſented her 
with.” If, faid Miſs Maybank, I find her 
amiable and deſerving, I ſhall not confine 
my father's -bounty within the limits he 
mentioned; the child, if it lives, will be en- 
titled to a better proviſion, Lord Summers 
ſent daily his compliments, but did not pre- 
ſume to enter the houſe whilſt the body lay 
there: Lady Summers and Mrs. Minors 
were arrived in town, and felt with him ſo 
great a diſappointment, but aſſured him they 
would uſe all their influence and entreaties in 
his favor, and having no idea any other had 


ever addreſſed Miſs Maybank, thought there 


was little reaſon to doubt ſhe would fulfil 
the wiſhes of her father after things had been 
carried to ſuch a length between Lord Sum- 
mers and her 
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FREEDOM REGAINED, 


Until ſuch time as Lady Beaumont re- 
ceived a letter from the Steward, ſignifying 
the funeral was over, the ladies kept them- 
ſelves ſecluded from all company ; when their 
doors were open to their friends, Lord and 
Lady Summers with Mrs. Minors appear- 
ed, the latter lady, by the extreme cheerful- 
neſs of her countenance, plainly evinced the 
weeds ſhe wore were meerly for the ſake of 
cuſtom and appearance of decency; it was 
not, indeed, to be ſuppoſed ſhe could feel 
much concern for a man who had deceived 
and abandoned her; her ſenſibility was no 
ways remarkable, and reſentment had ſub- 
dued the partiality ſhe once entertained in 
favor of her late huſband ſo effectually, that 


CE. - CY. VE OS. GE EEE 


ments, or weeds afforded her moſt ſatisfac- 
tion, 


Miſs Maybank received her gueſts with 
the utmoſt civility, but there was a chilling 


ſolemnity in her manner of addreſs to Lord 
| D 6 Summers, 


it is difficult to ſay whether her wedding gar- 
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Summers, which gave him infinite pain and 
mortification. Lady Beaumont mentioned 
to the ladies her intention of going to Rich- 
mond in a few days, and politely invited 
them to do her the favor of calling ſome- 
times. Lord Summers, who remembered 


he was to have been of the party, and in 
poſſeſſion of all his wiſhes there, could not 


ſuppreſs a ſigh, which reached Louiſa, and 
gave her very painful emotions. She exert- 
ed herſelf to addreſs him two or three times 
with much complaiſance, and as lovers are 
ſoon elated by any little mark of favor, his 
cheerfulneſs ſeemed to revive, and when 
they qu.tted Stanhope-ſtreet he accompanied 
his mother and niece in tolerable ſpirits. 
When they had left them, Louiſa, after a 
few moments ſilence, ſaid, my dear madam, 
how muſt I act towards Lord Summers? 


have the goodneſs to adviſe me. No, my 


dear, anſwered Lady Beaumont, your own 
heart muſt dire& you; your father reſigned 
to you the liberty of accepting or refuſing, 
and I truſt your good ſenſe wall direct you for 


" beſt, 
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the beſt, I own to you I pity Lord Summers, 
ſo near being united to the object of his 


choice, to be thrown at ſuch a diſtance and 


involved in a painful uncertainty by an event, 
which has not leſſened his merits nor depriv- 


ed him of any one claim by which he thought 


himſelf entitled to your hand, is a ſevere 
ſtroke, and I am ſure your good nature muſt 
feel for his ſituation. I do, indeed, replied 
Miſs Maybank, moſt painfully feel for him, 
and alſo for myſelf, for which ever way I de- 
termine I cannot avoid diſtreſſing a worthy 
heart, Yet let me own to you, madam, the 
preſent ſtate of my mind; I eſteem. Lord 
Summers, and can reſpect him as a friend; 
whilſt duty compelled me to conſider him in 
a ſtill nearer light, I endeavoured to teach 
my heart ſubmiſſion to thoſe commands I 
held ſacred ; had I married Lord Summers, 
I know my own heart, it would have impelled 
me to ſtudy his happineſs and find my own 


in his affection; but from the moment my 


father releaſed me from the promiſe I had 


made in my Lord's favor, I felt my repug- 
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nance to a union with him return with 
double force, and although I think in honor 
I am bound to Lord Summers, yet I think it 
my duty alſo to give him a true ſtate of my 
preſent ſentiments; if after that he perſiſts in 
his claim, why muſt ſubmit to my evil 
deſtiny and marry him. You mean then, 
ſaid Lady Beaumont, to tell him your incli- 
nations are not in his favor no, madam, 
anſwered Miſs Maybank, I intend to write 
him, I cannot explain myſelf fully in his pre- 
ſence, neither do I think it juſt to trifle with 
worth like his, and keep him in ſuſpenſe, 


Lady Beaumont having determined to re- 
main ſilent on a ſubject of ſuch importance, 


having told her niece ſhe was right to be can- 


did and ſincere, changed the diſcourſe by 
obſerving how gay and lively Mrs. Minors 
looked; ſee, ſaid ſhe, how rapidly ſuch vio- 
lent affections change! how ſhort a time has 
elapſed ſince ſhe became a bride in oppoſi- 
tion to her friends ! and now behold her un- 
moved at the death of a huſband once ſo 
dear to her; but, my dear aunt, replied Miſs 


5 Maybank, 


cis 
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Maybank, you cannot ſuppoſe ſhe could 
grieve for the death of a huſband who treated 
her fo ill? That her affection for him might 
naturally ſubſide I grant, but a woman who 
truly loves cannot ſo eaſily diveſt herſelf of 
tenderneſs, and when you conſider the ſhock- 
ing circumſtances of his death, cut off from 
full health, his ſins -all unattoned for, and 
deprived even of the power to repent of 


them: ſurely a woman of ſenſibility muſt 


deeply deplore ſuch an event, even more, I 
think, than if he had been a more deſerving 
character. I fear the natural levity of Mrs. 
Minors will return; whilſt ſne ſmarted under 
a conviction of her own folly, deſerted by her 
huſband, and only a reproachful kind 'of 
pity from her friends, ſhe was ſedate and 


prudent; but now, once more free, young, 


handſome, and but too fond of admiration, 
[ tremble for her future conduct: like poor 
William, ſhe has no ſtability, and is open 
to the artifices of mankind. Surely, madam, 
{aid Louiſa, Mrs. Minors has ſuffered ſuffi- 
ciently for her credulity, and muſt in future 
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prove more cautious. I with it may be fo 


reſumed her ladyſhip, but experience has 


taught me that a too great indulgence of ju- 
venile follies, and idle habits, give that im- 
becility to the mind hardly ever to be over- 
come; and though people of weak judge- 
ment may have naturally good hearts, yet 
they have not firmneſs ſufficient to perſiſt in 
good reſolutions, but are carried away with 
the ſtream and change their opinions as ca- 
price or faſhion ſhall lead the way. And 
now, my dear child, I have only thus much 
to ſay on the ſubject you requeſted my advice; 
take time for conſideration, reflect ſeriouſly 
on your ſituation and then determine as con- 
ſcience and honor ſhall direct, for not any 
conſideration ſhould induce you to marry a 


man for whom you feel no preference: 


know the goodneſs of your heart muſt com- 
paſſionate Lord Summers, and as he really 


appears a deſerving man, if you cannot 


bring yourſelf to reward his affection, an in- 
genuous confeſſion of your ſentiments is what 
he has a right to expect; henceforth, I ſhall 
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be entirely ſilent on the ſubject, and indeed 


did not intend to ſay ſo much. Louiſa thank- 


ed her aunt for her kindneſs, and ſighting, ſaid, 


ſhe had a very difficult and diſagreeable part 
to perform. Lord Summers, in the mean 
time, was inexpreſſibly uneaſy, the death of 


Lord Maybank was a ſtroke he could ill ſup- 


port; naturally impetuous, the unexpected 
delay put to his marriage, gave him the moſt 
violent agitations; he had but too much 
reaſon to believe, obedience rather than in- 


dlination, engaged Miſs Maybank to give 


him her hand, and now that ſhe was at li- 
berty to decide for herſelf, he trembled for 
the event, though determined to perſevere 
in his pretenſions and diſpute her favor with 
any man who ſhould addreſs her. In theſe 
ſentiments he continued *till the day previous 
to their leaving town, when paying his uſual 
daily viſit, he was informed they intended 
going to Richmond the following morning : 
his lordſhip offered to be their eſcort, which 
was politely declined ; he then ſaid, he hoped 
to have permiſſion to viſit them. Lady Beau- 
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mont anſwered, my doors will always be open 
to my friends, my lord, and you will ever 
be included in that number. He bowed in 
return to the compliment, but it was too 
general to give him much ſatisfaction. 


When he had taken leave and returned 
home, he reſolved, as decorum prevented 
his ſoliciting Miſs Maybank on the ſubje& 
of his paſſion, to ſeize the opportunity of 
their leaving town, and write to her the fol- 
lowing day. On the other hand, Miſs May- 
bank took advantage of the fame circum- 
ſtance, and the morning they left town, ſent 
his lordſhip the following letter : 


LORD SUMMERS, 
My Lord, 


*T1s with painful reluftance I feel my- 
ſelf compelled to addreſs your lordſhip on 
a ſubject which gives me inexpreſſible un- 
eaſineſs, and in ſo doing I muſt recal your 
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attention to the time you firſt did me the 
honor to diſtinguiſh me from others of my 
ſex a thouſand times ore worthy that pre- 
ference, Your lordſhip muft recollect, I 
then declared that although I countenanced 
no other gentleman's addreſſes, I yet did 
not feel that diſtinction in your favor which 
ought to take place previous to any laſting 
engagement: but you intereſted my father in 


your behalf, and I received his commands 


to give you my hand. It was my duty to 
obey ; I could plead no prior attachment, I 
could make no objection to your merits; TI 


therefore ſubmitted, and endeavored to teach 


my heart to eſteem you, as you deſerved to 
be eſteemed, But our inclinations, my 
lord, are not always under the dominion of 
realon, a cold approbation was all I ever felt, 
yet had the union taken place which was 
prevented by a late deplored event; my prin- 
ciples would have enſured the performance 
of my duty, My father, a few hours before 
his death, releaſed me from my promiſe in 
your favor, and left me at liberty to diſpoſe 

of 
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of my hand as my heart might diate. But 
of this freedom 1 dare not avail myſelf; you are 
maſter of my deſtiny, honor aſſuredly com- 
pels me to fulfil my engagement if you in- 
fiſt on it, after this candid avowal of my ſen- 
timents. I will even ingenuouſly own that 
I have, that I do feel, a partiality in favor of 
another, though he 1s entirely ignorant of 
my predilection in his favor, yet if your 
lordſhip condeſcends to ſolicit my hand that 
preference will remain a ſecret to the end of 
my exiſtance, nor ever militate againſt the 


duty I ſhall owe my huſband—had I not the 


higheſt opinion of your lordſhip, did I not 
conſider you as a ſuperior character, I would 
not thus addreſs you, and I truſt you have 
too much liberality of ſentiment to condemn 
me for an involuntary want of ſenſibility to. 
thoſe merits I can ſee and approve. But 
will Lord Summers content himſelf with 
cold approbation only? will be receive 2 
hand without a heart, and neglect a thou- 
ſand amiable women who would rejoice to 
be diſtinguiſhed wy him? if he will, if he 

ſtill 


till 
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{till perſeveres in his paſſion for one who 
owns herſelf unworthy the honor of ſuch a 
preference, I again repeat, you are maſter 
of my fate; that juſtice and honor require 
me to be your's if you deſire it, and that I 


am bound, though you are free, and muſt 


determine for me. 
r 
With reſpect and eſteem, 
e My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's obedient ſervant, 


LOUISA MAYBANK, 


Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the anguiſh of 


Lord Summers's mind on reading this letter, 


paſſion for a moment got the better of rea- 
ſon ; ungrateful inſolent girl he called her, 
yes, cried he, ſtamping, you hall be mine, 
your father had not the power to cancel an 


engagement where no cauſe exiſted againſt 


it, - He read the letter a ſecond time, he 
grew calmer, though more grieved, he ad- 
mired 


3 2 
r 
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mired her ſentiments, he did juſtice to her 
candour, and the more he conſidered her 
merits, the. greater was his regret that he had 
not been ſo fortunate to touch her heart. But 


who is this happy man, that without know- 


ing it, has obtained a blefling ſo invaluable? 
he recalled all their viſitors to his remem- 
brance, and could think of none to whom 
Miſs Maybank had paid the leaſt attention; 
Lord Delmot then occurred to his memory, 
ſurely, ſaid he, that coxcomb cannot have 
gained the affection of a mind ſo delicate as 
her's, ſhe rather appeared diſtreſſed at his 


intruſion, and ſpoke of him with contempt, 


yet there is no judging of women by their 
appearance or behavior, the ſex are made up 


of art and hypocriſy'; I ſwear, however, he 
ſhall not carry the prize from me—how un- 


fortunate, that Maybank did not live ano-- 
ther week! in this unhappy unſettled ſtate of 
mind .he continued all day without being 
compoſed ſufficiently to frame an anſwer to 
a letter that cauſed him ſo much inquietude. 
At length, after many reſolutions formed, 

and 
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and as often abandoned, he reſolved to go 
down to Richmond the next day, endeavor 
to obtain a private conference with Miſs 
Maybank, and if he could not move her in 
his favor, to give her up, if Lord Delmot 
was not the favored object, but he ſwore ne- 
ver to reſign his pretenſions to him. 


The following morning he ſet off, and 
ſoon arrived at the place he almoſt dreaded 
to enter; being announced and introduced 
to Lady Beaumont, he made no ſecret of his 
diſtreſs, he gave her Miſs Maybank's letter 
to read, painted the warmth of his paſſion in 
the moſt forcible terms, mentioned Lord 
Maybank's death as an event which ought 
only to have delayed the completion of his 
wiſnes, and not have diſſolved an engage- 


ment entered into with the entire approba- 


tion of the father, and concurrence of the 
daughter: in ſhort, he exhauſted all his elo- 
quence and concluded with entreating Lady 
Beaumont's intereſt in his favor, Her lady- 
ſhip heard him with much complaiſance and 

attention, 
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attention, and when he was ſilent, replied, 1 
aſſure your lordſhip I am both perplexed and 
uneaſy at the diſappointment of your hopes, 
but I feel alſo, I have no right to interfere 
or deny my niece, that liberty her father's 
laſt words confirmed to her from the ſweet- 
neſs of her diſpoſition, and the great eſteem 


I know ſhe entertains for your lordſhip, I am 


convinced it coſt her ſome pains to write that 
letter, and nothing but the conviction of her 
own mind, that an union with you could not 
be productive of happineſs to either, could 


have induced her to wiſh for its being given 


up. I think, madam, anſwered Lord Sum- 
mers, rather haughtily, I think the young 
lady will ſcarcely receive a more eligible of- 
fer than mine, and I do not diſpair of making 
her happy if ſhe conſents to ratify her en- 
gagement—T will make large additions to 
the ſettlements already concluded, I will-— 
Stop my lord, ſaid Lady Beaumont, inter- 
rupting him, do not leſſen your own value, 


nor affront my niece by a propofal of that na- 


ture: your merits ſufficiently plead for you, 
and 
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and Miſs Maybank is above being influenced 
by intereſted motives, or dazzled with riches 
and magnificence: I have already ſaid I can- 
not interfere, but I will defire her to come 
down, and leave you to plead your own cauſe, 
and if you can perſuade my niece to your 
wiſhes, believe me I ſhall rejoice in your 
happineſs, Lady Beaumont then withdrew, 
and ſoon afterwards Miſs Maybank made her 
appearance, evidently confuſed and embar- 
raſſed. His lordſhip roſe, and advancing to 

lead her to her chair, kiſſed her hand with 
much emotion, ſhe trembled exceſſively, 
and for a moment they were filent; at 
length, Lord Summers ſummoned reſolu- 
tion, and addreſſing her with a tender air, 
pardon me, my dear Miſs Maybank, for 
this intruſion, ſorrow and diſpair has induced 
me to pay this viſit, and from your lips to 
hear my doom pronounced; but e'er you de- 
cide, hear me I beſeech you with attention, 
judge with that tenderneſs natural to you, and 
if I have the misfortune to be odious in your 


fight, and a rejected man, I muſt endeavor 
„%%% | ta 


— 


74 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


to ſubmit and bear your decree with forti. 
tude. My lord, replied Miſs Maybank, 
with a little more courage, you have a right 
to be heard, yet you can ſay nothing my 
heart and judgment has not already pleaded 


in your favor; I have already ſaid, if you 


condeſcend to claim my hand without a 
heart to give, I muſt be yours. Honor and 
juſtice obliges me to accede to your wiſhes, 

But, pardon me, madam, you made no ſuch 
intimation, when, at your father's requeſt, you 
conſented to make me happy · My lord, when 
firſt you did me the honor of your addreſſes ] 
was ſincere, I told you I eſteemed you, I 
told you truth; more was not in my power: 
you engaged my father's intereſt, he was 
peremptory, and I thought it my duty to 
ſubmit to his commands—the little partiality 
I entertained for another 1 tried to ſubdue, 
I did juſtice to your merit, and knowing 


there was no appeal from my father's deci- 


fions, I reaſoned myſelf into an obedience to 
ws will, from a firm perſuaſion J was capa- 
ble of fulfiling my duty to the man I ſhould 
marry. Why then, my adorable Miſs May- 

n bank, 
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bank, do you reje& me now? what are my 
faults, how have I incured your hatred and 
diſpleaſure ? you are above being influenced 
by the addition of your fortune, mine is not 
contemptible, and where will you find a 
heart more devoted to you than mine? ought 
not a promiſe once given, ſo nearly com- 
pleated, ought it not to. be held ſacred, no 
cauſe ariſing on my fide to deſerve the forfi- 
ture! what mult the world think of you, 
and of me? the world, my lord, replied 
Louiſa, is but a ſecongary conſideration with 
me, I wiſh to ſtand juſtified to my own 
heart, and therefore explained my fentiments 
with fincerity and candour to you: and I will 
frankly own, that, until my father's death, I 
had not permitted myſelf to draw the line 
between eſteem and affection; I was com- 
manded to love you, I endeavoured to obey, 
but the moment I was my own miſtreſs, and 
free-will was reſtored to me, I was ſenſible 
of the difference, I felt rejoiced our union 
had not been compleated, and deſirous of 
regaining my liberty: under this conviction 
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I thought it became my character to make 
you acquainted with the ſtate of my heart; and 
having faid thus much, I again repeat [hold 
myſelf bound, and if, as is but too natural, 
you prefer your own happineſs to mine, and 
can accept my hand, under an idea that it is 
neceſſary to your happineſs, I have no more 
to ſay, I myſt be yours, only do me this juſ- 
tice, that I have not deceived you, nor ever 
promiſed you' a heart out of my power to 
beſtow, though I can ſafely promiſe my con- 
duct ſhall deſerve your eſteem. ' 


Lord Summers had heard Miſs Maybank 
with the utmoſt impatience, when ſhe con- 
cluded he aroſe, bit his lips, traverſed the 
room in the utmoſt anguiſh of mind; the 
violence of his temper was on the point of 
breaking out two or three times, and for a 
few moments he dared not truſt himſelf to 
ſpeak ; Louiſa fat trembling in fearful ex- 
pectation of the event: at length turning to 
her rather abruptly, tell me, madam, I be- 
ſeech you, what is the name of the happy 

3 | mar 
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man who has made me miſerable; is it 
Lord Delmot? you pay yourſelf a very ill 
compliment, my lord, replied Louiſa, to 
ſuppoſe it, I at leaſt do you more juſtice, and 
feel mortified you think ſo meanly of my 
diſcernment; the name you require I muſt 
be excuſed from mentioning, for ſurely there 
would be a great degree of indelicacy in de- 
claring a partiality for one whoſe addrefies I 
never received, and probably never may, 
Curſed fate! cried Lord Summers, ſtamp= 
ing, I can neither blame nor commend; you 
have deflroyed my peace, madam, you have 
wrung my heart, I am unable at preſent to 
determine what I ought to do: I will leave 
you, cruel Miſs Maybank, and reflect on all 
you have ſaid, do you alſo reflect, and re- 
member my happineſs is dependent on you, 
if I can recal it from your hands, if I can 
ſubmit to your wiſhes you ſhall ſee. me no 
more; but depend on nothing, for I cannot 
anſwer for myſelf. Ar the concluſion of theſe 
words he caught up his hat, and bowing low, 
left the room, in an agitation not to be de- 

E 3 | ſcribed, 
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ſcribed, he threw himſelf into his carriage 


and drove to town. 


Miſs Maybank was little leſs affected than 
himſelf, ſometimes ſhe wiſhed ſhe had acqui- 
eſced in her ſituation with Lord Summers, 
and conſented, at a proper time, to become 
his wife: then again, when ſhe reflected that 


her father had reſtored her to the freedom of 


her own choice, and that engagements, not 
voluntarily entered into on her part, were 
canceled by death and the laſt words of Lord 
Maybank, when ſhe reflected that Sir Charles 
Frankly had been an equal ſufferer with 
Lord Summers, ſhe thought ſhe did but 
juſtice to herſelf and both gentlemen, in 
leaving the option to Lord Summers after 
declaring her ſentiments, and therefore muſt 


endeavor to reconcile herſelf to await his de- 


terminations, and as he ſhould lead, be con- 
tented to follow. 


Lady Beaumont, to whom ſhe related 
what had paſſed between Lord Summers and 
her ſelt, 


rd 
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herſelf, approved the candour of her decla- 
rations, but purpoſely avoided giving any 
opinion which might be ſuppoſed to influ- 


ence her, either for or againſt his lordſhip, 


In the afternoon Miſs Maybank received a 
letter from her Steward, wherein he inform=- 
ed her, © that upon inveſtigating the affairs, 


he found things in ſuch confuſion, and ſo 
very much deranged, that he moſt earneſtly 


entreated ſhe would come co Scotland, and, 
by her preſence, aſſiſt in ſettling thoſe diffi- 
culties which he found beyond his {kill to 
manage alone. He told her Mrs. Nelſon, 
the gardener's daughter, behaved with great 
inſolence, that ſhe pretended to have a ſet- 
tlement of eight hundred pounds a year, 
which ſhe claimed and would produce proofs 
of in proper time; likewiſe, that ſhe kept 
poſleſſion of the caſtle, and ſaid, har, and 
the furniture was made over to her in truſt 
for her child, if it came alive into the world.“ 


The contents of this letter gave Miſs May- 
bank a good deal of vexation, ſhe was not 
E4 yet 
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yet of age, there was no will, nor any guar. 
dians appointed for her. Her aunt, as be- 
ing her neareſt relation, was the only perſon 
to act for her, but ſhe was uninformed in 
the buſineſs of law—after ſome deliberation 
it was decided, that, ſhe ſhould chuſe Lady 
Beaumont and Mr, Thornhill her truſtees, 
and their ſolicitor was defired to enter into 
the buſineſs and pur things in a more proper 
courſe. This gentleman being conſulted, 
adviſed Louiſa, by all means, to go down 
and take poſſeſſion of the caſtle, and diſmiſs 
Mrs. Nelſon without further notice until 
ſhe produced thoſe proofs ſhe pretended to 
have. However diſagreeable it was for the 
ladies to think of leaving the houſe they had 
ſo recently taken poſſeſſion of, they were 
convinced of the neceſſity of following this 
advice, as the claim this woman made, was 
nearly a moiety of the eſtate; Lord May- 
bank's fortune never having been very large 
at firſt, and by improper management was 
now conſiderably reduced, The following 


week was fixed upon for their journey, and 
| Mis 
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Miſs Maybank wrote Lady Godfrey and 
Mrs. Hargrave, who had both ſent her let- 
ters of condolement on the death of her fa- 
ther, of her intention to quit England for a 
time, and ſolicited their correſpondence. 
The third day after Lord Summers's viſit 
Louiſa received the following letter from 
him: 


TO MISS MAV BAN E. 
Madam, 


After three tedious days, and as many 
fleepleſs nights, I have brought myſelf to 


prefer your happineſs to my own: mortifying 


reflection, that you cannot find it with me! 
yes, dear, cruel Miſs Maybank, I re- 
nounce all claim to your hand; to force you 
to be mine would no doubt forfeit even that 
cold eſteem you profeſs for me, and never 
fatisfy that ardent love which I ſtill entertain 
for you. Judge of the ſacrifice I make 
when I ſolemnly declare to part with life 


would coſt me much leſs regret, than to 
8: quit 
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quit all hopes of you for ever. And can 
you, you whoſe ſweetneſs of temper, whoſe 
goodneſs of heart 1s legible in your counte- 
nance, can you condemn that man to deſpair 
and miſery, you once endeavored to think 
of with a preferable eſteem? ah! Miſs May. 
bank, can you reconcile this to your feel. 
ings? but, I have done, I reſtore to you 
that liberty, that happineſs you have depriv- 
ed me of; I will take from your ſight an un- 
happy, though unoffending man, and en- 
deavor, by abſence and reflection, to reco- 
ver that tranquulity your cruelty has robbed 
me of, Yet let me do juſtice to. your can- 
dour and noble ſentiments, which has en. 
creaſed my regret, and added to my eſteem 
for your character. Adieu, then, lovely and 
beloved Miſs Maybank, may the happy 
man of your choice love you as fervently as 
the one you have rejected; and if ever I am 
enabled to overcome that paſſion which now 
makes me wretched, I will rejoice in your 
happineſs, and boldly claim that eſteem you 
cannot with juſtice refuſe to the unhappy 
SUMMERS, 


This 


— 
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This letter gave riſe to a variety of emo- 


tions in the breaſt of Miſs Maybank, mingled 


pleaſure and regret occaſioned a flood of tears: 
what a worthy man 1s Lord Summers, cried 
ſhe; how unfortunate, perhaps for both, that 
Sir Charles Frankly ever beheld me with par- 
tiality, and inſenſibly won my affections. 
There are a few traits in the character of Lord 
Summers I did not approve, a haughtineſs and 
impetuoſity of temper ; but how do I know 
how many faults may counter-balance thoſe 
ſentiments of generoſity and humanity ; thoſe 
acts of benevolence which Lady Godfrey re- 
lated of Sir Charles Frankly, and which gave 
me ſuch ſtrong impreſſions in his favor? the 
human heart is deceitful, tis poſſible to have 
many virtues, and yet one predominant vice, 
which, being for a time concealed, or not 
meeting temptation to call it into action, may, 
at ſome future period,. overthrow all thoſe 
hopes founded on apparent merit! perhaps, 
added ſhe, I may have thrown happineſs 
from me, and depend on uncertain proſpects 
of felicity: but I cannot repent, for I feel I 
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could not have done juſtice to the merits of 
Lord Summers, and I earneſtly hope he will 
meet with an amiable woman who may be 
more ſenſible of his worth. In a ſtate of 
mind, not perfectly ſatisfied with itſelf, ſhe 


* communicated this letter to Lady Beaumont, 


who returned it without a ſingle comment, 


only obſerving ſhe hoped her niece was now 


happy, but which indeed was very far from 


being the caſe. The following day Lady 


Beaumont received a letter from her ſon, re- 


plete with much information, theſe were the 


Contents: 


Bruſſels, June 17. 
Deareſt madam, 


Mr. Thompſon and myſelf have been 
about ten days arrived here, and we had the 
pleaſure of meeting Lord Stormer, to whole 
kindneſs and attention we are indebted for 
many conveniencies and civilities. He was 


extremely ſhocked at the fate of the wretched 


Minors, and with an emotion of grief and 
| ſhame, 


8 
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of - 1 ſhame, candidly confeſſed he bore no incon- 
„il! fiderable ſhare in the deceptions practiſed on 
be me at the gaming table, though the ſchemes 
of | wereall planed by Minors. The very great 
he lengths they at laſt proceeded to, with ſome 
nt, other cauſes for reflection, awakened him, 
nt, | he ſaid, to a ſenſe of the baſe unworthy plans 
JW | contrived for my ruin, and which had for- 
m merly been carried on ſucceſsfully againſt 
dy | himſelf Struck with ſhame and remorſe, 
e- | he reſolved to give up the little fortune he 
he had left to pay his creditors, and having ex- 


poſtulated with the Colonel, he intended 
adviſing me to decline the company I aſſoci- 
ated with, but by the artful management of 
| Minors, who prejudiced me againſt his lord- 
| ſhip, I received his advice, and overtures 


en with ſuch coldneſs as prevented our coming 
he to a proper explanation, and I remained the 
We tool of duplicity and wickedneſs, from which 
or nothing but ruin and unmaſked villainy 
a8 could have riſcued me from being in time, 
ed perhaps, as deſpicable as the wretches who 
nd betrayed me. — Lord Stormer ſaid, that the 
„ e Signora's 
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Signora's ſucceſs with me and Minors he 
was not ſurpriſed at, as ſhe was the moſt 
artful of women, but where, or- with whom 
ſhe could have fled fo as not to be traced was 
very extraordinary. 


A day or two after my arrival, I was in- 
froduced by his lordſhip to a Mr. Worthy, 
a gentleman born in England, but a relation 
of the family who reſided at Bruſſels dying 
when Mr, Worthy was very young, left a 
conſiderable fortune to the family, on condi- 
tion they fixed their reſidence in this city, 
which condition they complied with, and 
have lived here many years equally reſpected 
and eſteemed; they. pay particular attention 
to Engliſhmen of character, and by their ge- 
neroſity often relieve the. pecuniary diſtreſſes 
ol. their countrymen. To this reſpe ctable 
family I was introduced, which conſiſts of 
Mr. Worthy, his lady and two daughters, 
they have one ſon who is in the ſervice of the 
emperor. I never ſaw two more charming 
young women than thoſe daughters, even 

my 
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\ 


my lovely couſin ſcarcely excels them in per- 
| ſon or accompliſhments: I quickly obſerv- 
ed my good friend was attached to the eldeſt, 
and I honeſtly confeſs I was equally charmed 
with the captivating graces of the youngeſt. 
Since that day I have been a conſtant viſitor 
and even Mr. Thompſon allows they are the 
moſt amiable family he ever met with. The 
day before yeſterday we were invited to dine 
there with a large party; ſoon after dinner 
Mr. Worthy was informed, a perſon wiſhed 
to ſpeak with him who had a letter he muſt 
deliver to himſelf, he was abſent near two 
hours, the ladies were uneaſy, they found, on 
enquiry, he had accompanied the perſon who 
brought the letter. At length, to our great 
ſatisfaction, he returned; he made an apolo- 
ey for his abſence, ſaid, he had been ſent for 
to a country-woman of ours who was in che 
utmoſt diſtreſs, extremely ill, in a ſtrange 
place and had been robbed of all her proper- 
ty by her ſervant, that ſhe had quite the ap- 
pearance of a gentlewoman, and he had pro- 
miſed Mrs. Worthy ſhould wait on her next 

day, 
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day, and if ſhe could be removed to their 
houſe, might be accommodated *till ſhe 
could ſend to her friends in England. This 
was Mr. Worthy's account, and we all joined 
in commiſerating the unhappy lady, and ap- 
plauded his humanity. The following day 
we waited on the ladies in the evening, and 
heard their gueſt was arrived, my favorite 
Marianne, with tears of gentle compaſſion 
ſhining in her eyes, ſaid, O, Sir William, 
you cannot think what a charming woman 
ſhe is, ſuch elegance in her manners, ſo ſen- 
ſible of the little ſervices we do for her! I 
hope ſhe will ſoon recover by our attention: 
poor lady! to be fo cruelly treated and left 
among ſtrangers; how fortunate the good 
landlord mentioned my father to her. Whilſt 
J was liſtening to theſe effuſions of humanity, 
Lord Stormer aſked Miſs Worthy if ſhe 
knew the lady's name? it is Rivers, anſwered 
ſhe; Rivers! we both repeated in the ſame 
inſtant—yes, replied ſhe, with aſtoniſhment 
in her countenance, yes, ſhe told my mother 
her name was Rivers, and that ſhe is related 
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to ſome of the firſt families in England; but 
from your viſible ſurpriſe, gentlemen, I 
ſhould ſuppoſe the name is not unknown to 
you? Lord Stormer, who had recovered 
himſelf ſooner than I could, replied, *tis 
true, madam, both Sir William and myſelf 


knew a lady of that name in England, and 


tis poſlible your gueſt may be the ſame, but 
not knowing that lady was in Bruſſels occa-- 
ſioned our exclamation. Doubtleſs, ſaid 
Miſs Worthy, if you know her, ſhe will be 
rejoiced to hear of your being here, and by 
mentioning your names we ſhall gueſs whe- 
ther he is the lady you apprehend—quite off 
my guard, I haſtily replied, I beg, madam, 
you will not name us to her, it will afford 
her no pleaſure, Tam ſure. I had no ſooner 
ſaid this then I was vexed with myſelf, for 
Miſs Worthy, with a look of ſurpriſe and 
curiolity, replied, this is rather extraord1- 
nary, I ſhould ſuppoſe it would gratify both 


parties to meet an old acquaintance abroad. 


True, madam, anſwered Lord Stormer, 
evidently confuſed, but we have particular 
reaſons 
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reaſons to wiſh our names may not be men- 
tioned at preſent, at leaſt till the lady is bet- 
ter, for, after all, 'tis poſſible ſhe may be 
unknown to us. The ladies ſaid no more, 
but I obſerved there was a reſerve in their 
manner for the remainder of the time we 
ſtayed, which was very unpleaſant. When we 
quitted the houſe Lord Stormer ſaid, what a 
ſtrange concurrence of events, that Minors 
ſhould be thrown in your way to die befure 
you, and now Mrs. Rivers ſick and diſtref- 
ſed, is obliged to implore ſhelter, from the 
very family you are moſt intimate with : but 
pray, how are we to act, for I ſee the ladies 
ſuſpicions are excited, though ignorant of the 
cauſe which gives riſe to them? I replied to 


his lordihip, I was entirely at a loſs how to act; 


her inſolence, when I met her at an aſſem- 
bly at Liſle, had diſconcerted me, and the 
ſtory ſhe gave out, of being ſtripped by her 
ſervant, very ill accorded with the account 
4 received there of her connection or mar- 
riage with a Monſieur de Renier. I know 
not what to think, anſwered Lord Stormer, 
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to deprive her of the protection of this fami- 
ly, if ſheis in want, would be cruelty, and 
if ſhe ſhould get better and appear down 
ſtairs, her ſurpriſe and confuſion at ſeeing vs 
would explain things, perhaps, to the diſad- 
vantage of us all. After various conſulta- 
tions it was at laſt determined that Lord 
Stormer, who knew the apothecary that at- 
tended her, ſnould prevail on him to deliver 
a note to her as if left at her former lodging; 
when ſhe was alone in this note Lord Stor- 
mer informed her Sir William Beaumont 
and himſelf were conſtantly at Mr. Worthy's, 
that they wiſhed to guard her againſt any 
ſurpriſe, and if ſhe had been really ill-treat- 
ed would be glad to render her any ſcrvice, 
but that if ſhe choſe to avoid appearing to 
have any former knowledge of them, ſhe 
nad only to reply to the apothecary that the 
note was of no conſequence, and they ſhould 
be guided by her wiſhes, and treat her as a 
{tranger during her reſidence at Mr. Wor- 
 thy's—this note was delivered laſt night, and 
this morning the gentleman called on Lord 

| Stormer 
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Stormer and told him “ the lady was obliged 
to him for taking the trouble to ſend her the 
letter from the inn, that it was of no conſe. 
quence, nor required any anſwer.” —Thus 
tis plain ſhe does not wiſh to be recogniſed, 
and 1 conteſs I feel very much pleaſed at her 
reſolution, though if we do metr I think we 
ſhall appear awkward, and I ſhall dread the 
penetrating eyes of Miſs Worthy. *Tis 
certainly a wonderful combination of events 
which has thrown thoſe people, one after 
the other in my way thus, and I feel a 
heavineis on my ſpirits when I think on Mrs, 
Rivers that I hope does not preſage ill to me. 
Adieu my deareſt mother, preſent my affec- 
tionate reſpects to my loveiy couſin, who is, 
perhaps e'er now, Lady Summers, and 


compliments to all friends; I ſhall write 


again very ſoon, as I doubt not but you will 
be impatient for further intelligence. 
Jam ever 
Your affectionate and dutiful 


*S WILLIAM BEAUMONT. 


P. S. The doctor ſaid, Mrs. Rivers was 
in no danger, and already much better. 


be 
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Lady Beaumont found ſufficient cauſe for 


reflection in this letter; it was plain her ſon 


had not received the one ſhe wrote him on 
the death of his uncle, and ſhe ſuppoſed it 
muſt he at Liſle; but ſhe felt more concer 
from obſerving, by the tenor of his letter, h 


had already formed another attachment, 


which, though the object of it might be 


truly deſerving, ſhe feared, from the inſta- 


bility of his diſpoſition, might be productive 
of more trouble to herſelf and him; it muſt 
require time, ſne thought, to bring him in 
the habits of conſulting his judgment before 
he determined, and although he had been 
ſeverely puniſhed for his haſty formed ſchemes 
and perſeverance in them, contrary to the 
advice of his real friends, ſhe could not pro- 
miſe herſelf, experience had yet worked a 
reformation in his temper, and taught him 
to judge with accuracy and propriety—her 
ſole dependence was on Mr. Thompſon, and 
on his integrity ſhe was perſuaded ſhe might 
ſecurely rely, The extraordinary circum- 
itance of Mrs. Rivers being in Bruſſels, and 

ſo 
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fo greatly diſtreſſed for pecuniary matters, 
was a great ſurpriſe to her: Lady Beaumont 


had cauſed to be remitted to her four hun- 


dred pounds to pay her debts, and ſhe had 
been informed Mrs. Rivers had called in the 
two thouſand pounds appropriated for the 
uſe of her daughter: how then was it poſſible 
ſhe could be without money? for as to the 


| ſtory of being robbed by her ſervant, ſhe gave 


no credit to it; indeed the had fo ill an opi- 
nion of Mrs. Rivers ſhe thought her capable 
of any manceuvres to ſerve a preſent purpoſe. 
Having read this letter to Miſs Maybank, 
both ladies were very defirous of receiving 
another letter before they left England, 


which, however, they were diſappointed in, 


The morning before their departure, Lady 
Summers and Mrs. Minors paid them a viſit, 
it was a formal one; there was a viſible re- 
ſerve on both ſides, though Miſs Maybank 
ſtrove to pay very particular attention to the 
ladies, but in lady Suramers there appeared 

a repulſive coldneſs, and in Mrs. Minors a 
; faſtidious 
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faſtidious air, ill concealed under an appear- 
ance of careleſſneſs. The ladies mentioned 
their intention of going to Bath with Lord 
Summers; and Miſs Maybank, with great 
ſincerity, wiſhed them much pleaſure in 
their excurſion—the viſit was ſhort and cere- 
monious on both ſides. When they had 
quitted the houſe, Miſs Maybank faid, ſhe 
felt herſelf much hurt by the formality of 
Lady Summers, if ſhe is offended with me, 
why come at all, or if ſhe did condeſcend 
to come, ſhe might at leaſt have aſſumed a 
more cheerful countenance. I cannot blame 
her, anſwered Lady Beaumont, and her ap- 
pearance of diſpleaſure is, in fa, the great- 
eſt compliment ſhe could pay you, my love, 
tor, had ſhe not thought you worthy and 
felt herſelf diſappointed in the favorite wiſh 
of her heart, her ſon's happineſs, which ſhe 
thought dependent on you, there would have 
been no cauſe for the behavior you complain 
ot; but ſelf, my dear, will prevail, and we 
cannot eaſily be reconciled to thoſe who blaſt 
our favorite ſchemes, I acknowledge the 
—- Juſtice 
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juſtice of what you ſay, madam, replied 
Louiſa, and can only ſincerely lament, any 
cauſe ſhould deprive me of the eſteem of ſo 


valuable a woman: as to Mrs. Minors, 1 


own I feel no concern at her treatment of 
me, for ſhe is not one who improves on ac- 
quaintance, and I like her leſs every time J 
ſee her—ſhe is, indeed, ſaid Lady Beau- 
mont, a volatile uninformed woman, vain 
of her perſon, poſſeſſed of a few ſuperficial 
accompliſhmerits, and imagines herſelf en- 
titled to general admiration ; but ſhe 1s. to 
be pitied, rather. than cenſured, 1f ſhe does 


not run into very great errors; ſhe had not, 


like you, my dear, the advantage of a mo- 
ther's tender care to direct her youth, or 
mature her judgment, and but very few ot 
thoſe intruſted with the education of females, 
are qualified for the taſk ; conſequently her 
firſt deviation was a more venial tranſgreſ- 
ſion againſt decorum and delicacy, than it 
would have been in many others; but ſhe 
has experienced the ill conſequences of her 
raſhneſs, and, therefore, a very different 
mode 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 07 


mode of behavior might be expected from 
her now, and 1 wiſn Lady Summers may 
have influence enough over her to produce a 
more reſpectable conduct. The evening of 
this day they were buſily employed in pack- 
ing, and the next morning ſet off on their 
Je to Scotland, 


THE EVIL CONSEQUENCES OF UNEXPECTED 
DISAPPOINTMENT. _ 


Sir William Beaumont having ſent off the 
letter to his mother which has been already 
mentioned, prepared the next morning to 
accompany Lord Stormer in a viſit to Mr. 
Worthy and his family. They obſerved a 
general air of diſtant politeneſs, ſuch as they 


had not been accuſtomed to meet with, and 


which greatly diſconcerted them. After ſome 
general chat, Lord Stormer enquired after 
the ſick lady, ſhe is much better, anſwered 
Mrs. Worthy, and I hope will bé down 
ſtairs in another day, No more was ſaid, 
and the gentlemen ſuffered to depart without 
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an invitation to dinner, which had never hap- 
pened before. Can you gueſs, ſaid Lord 
Stormer, what cauſe of offence we have 
given our good friends, that they treated us 
fo coldly this morning? I am entirely at a 
loſs, replied Sir William, to divine the 


meaning of it, there appeared an air of grief 


and reſentment in the eyes of Miſs Worthy, 
and a repulſive coldneſs in her manner quite 


_ unuſual. Had not Mrs. Rivers, by her re- 


ply to my note, ſaid Lord Stormer had evi- 
dently ſhewn a. deſire not to be known, 1 
ſhould ſuſpect ſhe had prejudiced the family 
againſt us, but I don't fee in what. manner 
ſhe could pretend to know any thing of either 
to them, and avoid noticing us if we happen 
to meet. I cannot accouat for the alteration, 
anſwered Sir William, but I know eit has 
given me a great deal of pain, for I feel 
much attached to the lovely Marianne, and 
if I am not miſtaken, Miſs Worthy has long 
ſince made a conqueſt of your lordſhip. I 
own it, replied his lordſhip, and nothing has 
prevented a declaration of my admiration 

but 
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put the ſlender income ] poſſeſs: to marry 
a woman withour a fortune, under my cir- 
cumſtances would be madneſs, and I can- 
not pretend to a lady Herrune, fixe Miſs 
Worthy, without a diſcovery of my Jos of 
fortune, and conſequently of all my errors, 
J have, therefore, hitherto been filent, 
though I had not reſolution enough to deny 
myſelf the pleaſure of viſiting there; but the 
reſerve in their behavior to day has given 
me ſo much pain, that if, on our viſit to- 
morrow, the ſame is repeated, I ſhall cer- 
tainly demand an explanation, for I cannot 
bear the idea of being thought meanly of, 
or deſerving the coldneſs of thoſe I eſteem, 


The gentlemen, to divert their chagrin, 
went 1n the evening to an aſſembly, held ar 
the houſe of one of the principal gentlemen 
in the city. There was a great deal of com- 
pany, and amongſt others, two Italian no- 
blemen, one, the Marquis Menſcotti; the 


other the Count Bonaventi. Theſe gentle- 


men were extremely elegant in their appear- 
F 2 ance, 
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ance, and polite in their manners; they 
ſpoke Engliſh exceeding well, and ſoon were 
particularly diſtinguiſhed by Lord Stormer 
and Sir William Beaumont. The eaſy free- 
dom which all foreigners obſerve in company, 
very ſoon conciliated the eſteem they ap- 


_ peared deſirous of obtaining, and before they 


ſeparated, mutual invitations took place be- 
tween them and Sir William Beaumont. 
Lord Stormer, although he paid every civi- 
lity politeneſs demanded, yet having been 
long abroad, was too much accuſtomed to 
the inſinuating manners of the Italians to de 
ſo very warm in his attachment as Sir Wil- 
liam; and when the aſſembly broke up, and 
they returned home, his lordſhip cautioned 
Sir William againſt being too much prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in favor of thoſe noblemen, adding, 


they are certainly very pleaſing in appearance, 


and one cannot help being captivated with 
their politeneſs, but though they may poſ- 
fibly poſſeſs every virtue they aſſume, yet 
*tis eſſentially. neceſſary to be well acquaint- 
ed with their characters before you enter 
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into an intimacy with them. Mr. Thomp- 
ſon, who had declined accompanying them 
to the aſſembly, warmly applauded the cau- 
tion of Lord Storraer, and entreated Sir 
William to, extend the connection no fur- 
ther than politeneſs required, He thanked 
his friends coolly for their advice, and chang- 
ing the ſubject to indifferent matters, they 
ſoon ſeparated to their reſpective apartments 
for the night. 


Neither Lord Stormer nor Sir William 


had much reſt; their minds had been deeply 


wounded by their cool reception at Mr. 
Worthy's, and unconſcious of any cauſe 
which had given occaſion for it, they were 
loſt in conjectures to account for treatment 
ſo unlike to their former behavior, The 
next day, as ſoon as cuſtom permitted, both 
gentlemen renewed their viſits, and when 
introduced, found Mrs, Rivers ſeated with 
the family, ſhe looked pale and weak, and 
no other attentions paſſed on their entrance 
than was uſual between ſtrangers introduced 
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to each other. Sir William, however, was 
evidently diſcompoſed, and the more ſo, as 
he obſerved the family ſcrutiniſcd his looks 
very narrowly. The ſame reſerve prevailed 
as on their former viſit, Lord Stormer felt 
much inclined to demand an explanation, 


and was heſitating how to preface his diſ- 


courſe, when Mr. Worthy addrefling him; 
does your lordſhip defign to viſit Italy this 
ſummer? ſaid he, I think you talked of 
doing ſo ſometime ago. I really am not de- 
termined, fir, replied his lordſhip, it depends 
on circumſtances, The arrival of your 7e- 


Jpeftable friend, I ſuppoſe, has rendered 


your intention doubtful, reſumed Mr. Wor- 
thy, with a ſneer and an emphaſis on the 
word reſpectable, J am at a loſs to under- 
ſtand the meaning implied by your words, 
fir, anſwered Lord Stormer with ſome ſpirit, 
bur it appears to me as if I had unhappily, 
and I am ſure, unintentionally, given ſome 
cauſe of diſpleaſure, or Mr. Worthy would 
never treat a gentleman ſo coldly, who was 


flattered ſome time ago with poſſeſſing of his 
eſteem ; 
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eſteem; I muſt, therefore, entreat to be 
made acquainted with my fault, that I may 


haſten to repair it, © 7, fir, anſwered Mr, 
Worthy, have no right to accuſe you; as a 
ſtranger anda gentleman, you were entitled 
to every civility in my power to ſhew you; 
but as a father I muſt be excuſed receiving 
viſits which can reflect no honor on my fa- 
mily, but which, on the contrary, may ir- 
reparably injure them : excuſe me, therefore, 
gentlemen, if I beg leave to decline the ho- 


nor of your viſits.” From whence your 


prejudices againſt us have taken riſe, ſaid 
Sir William, it muſt be our buſineſs to find 
out, and *till then we ſhall not intrude on 
your hoſpitality, however difficult to forbear 
our viſits to a family we ſo much reſpect and 
eſteem,” The two gentlemen taking up 
their hats, made a low bow to the ladies and 
withdrew, not without throwing a look of 
indignation at Mrs. Rivers, to whoſe arts 
they both inſtantly conceived they owed this 
affront. On leaving thaghouſe they went in 
ſearch of Mr. Thompſon, and related the 

TT F 4 inſult 
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Inſult they had received, which very greatly 
diſcompoſed them. © I have not the ſmalleſt 
doubt, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, but it origi- 
nates from Mrs. Rivers, but I will inſtantly 
make Mr. Worthy a viſit, and demand an 
explanation of ſuch extraordinary treatment,” 
He was as good as his word, and on his ar- 
rival at that gentleman's houſe, defired to 
ſpeak with him on particular buſineſs; he 
was conducted into the library, and Mr. 
Worthy immediately entered. You will 
pardon this liberty, fir, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, 
but two of my particular friends have receiv- 
ed ſuch unprecedented treatment from you 
this morning as requires ſome inveſtigation, 
« Are you, then, deputed the champion of 
Lord Stormer and Sir William Beaumont? 
aſked Mr. Worthy, in an ironical tone, no, 
ſir, I came here unſolicited, from motives of 
friendſhip, and I flatter myſelf, the liberal 
mind of Mr, Worthy will not conceive pre- 


judices, and refuſe an opportunity of having 


them explained away.” I would ſcorn, 
fir, to injure any man by unjuſt ſuſpicions, 
=. and, 
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and, therefore, to cut the matter ſhort, have 
only a few queſtions to aſk, which I have no 
doubt Mr. Thompſon will anſwer with truth 
and candour. Did not Sir William Beau— 
mont, continued Mr. Worthy, ſeduce and 


ruin a young lady of family? did he not 


baſely deſert her? and is not the unhappy, 
ill-treated young woman dead, in conſe- 
quence of his villainous treatment ? was not 
both him and Lord Stormer linked with a 
ſet of gamblers ? a diſgrace to any nation 


are they not bankrupts, both in honor and 


fortune? and have they not introduced them- 
ſelves into my family with a mean and baſe 
deſign on my girls, whoſe ample fortunes 
they conceived might retrieve their own? my 
youngeſt daughter, indeed, was beyond the 
power of their ſeducive arts, ſhe 1s engaged 
to an officer, a man of family and fortune, 


now in the emperor's ſervice; but my eldeſt 


daughter had begun to entertain a prejudice 
in favor of Lord Stormer, which rendered 
this diſcovery of their profligacy very neceſ- 
fary to preſerye her peace, Now, ſir, on 
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\ 


the honor of a gentleman I require an anſwer 
to thoſe queſtions.” 


Mr. Thompſon was entirely diſconcerted, 
the truth of theſe accuſations he could not 
deny, though the concluſions- were too. ſe- 
vere. © I ſee, fir, ſaid Mr. Worthy, ob- 


ſerving his perplexity, you have too much 


candour to deny the charges againſt your 


friends, and I ſtand juſtified for a conduct! 


found it very difficult to aſſume towards any 
gentlemen. That there are ſome grounds, 
fir, for your accuſation,, anſwered Mr, 
Thompſon, I will not deny, but the repre- 
{entation has been greatly overcharged, and 
although the detail muſt be rather prolix, 
yet juſtice requires you ſhould hear the ſtory 
from an unprejudiced mind, which is really 
my caſe, and repreſented to me by a man of 
probity and ſtrict honor, who was, in ſome 
meaſure, a witneſs to and concerned in re- 
medying the evils you have mentioned,” 
« Doubtleſs, fir, ſaid Mr. Worthy, coldly, I 
am ready to hear whatever you are pleaſed 
1 
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to ſay, if any thing can be ſaid to excuſe 
ſuch enormities,” They then ſeated them- 
ſelves, and Mr. Thompſon related, in as 
brief a manner as poſſible, the whole hiſtory 
of Sir William Beaumont, the ſeductive arts 
of Col. Minors, and the mean artful deſigns 
of Mrs. Rivers; with the behavior of Lady 
Beaumont: Miſs Rivers's illneſs, Sir Wil- 
liam's deſire of marrying her, her refuſal and 
death, with the grief of the Baronet and his 
motives for coming abroad, and in ſhort, 
every particular which had been related to 


him by Mr. Thornhill and Sir William him- 


ſelf. He then ſpoke very advantageouſly 
of Lord Stormer, as having ſeen his errors 
before any diſgrace ſullied his character, of 
his reſigning his fortune for the payment of 
his debts, and his prudent reſolution of liv- 
ing within the limits of his preſent ſmall 
eſtabliſnhment. And now, ſir, ſaid Mr. 


Thompſon, on concluding his narrati I 


am at no loſs to gueſs your informant to be 
Mrs. Rivers, in revenge for the loſs of an 


annuity ſhe was mean enough to receive 
F 6 1 from 
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from Lady Beaumont, whilſt her unfortu- 
nate daughter lived, a daughter whom ſhe 
abandoned to grief and remorſe, and left her 
to die amongſt ſtrangers, whillt ſhe, regard- 


leſs of maternal affection, or even of reputa- 


tion, gave herſelf up to every levity and fol- 
ly her income could furniſh, How ſhe came 
here ſick and diſtreſſed I know. not, but 1 
verily believe, could the truth be known, 


ſhe owes her ſituation to her own errors, if 


not vices, and 1s very unworthy the protec- 


tion you have ſo humanely afforded her.“ 


When Mr. Thompſon had finiſhed his 
long detail of facts, Mr. Worthy ſat for ſome 
time ſilent, and apparently deep in thought, 


at laſt, as if a ſudden recollection had ſtruck 


him, «© and will you, fir, ſaid he, juſtify 
what you have told me to Mrs. Rivers's 
face?” © yes, replied Mr, Thompſon, I 
with you would conduct me to her.” Dine 


with us, then, returned Mr. Worthy, and 


after dinner, manage as you pleaſe.“ © With 
all my heart, replied Mr, Thompſon, but I 


mult 
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muſt ſend word, or my two friends will be 


extremely uneaſy.” A ſervant was accor- 
dingly diſpatched to acquaint Sir William 


Mr. Thompſon dined at Mr. Worthy's, 


which intelligence gave him much pleaſure, 


and inſpired hopes that matters were in a 


train of accommodation. 


When the dinner was on table, Mr. 
Worthy introduced Mr. "Thompſon to the 
ſurpriſe of the ladies; Mrs. Rivers, to whom 
he was a ſtranger, and who had not heard 
his name mentioned as a companion to Sir 
William, had a confuſed idea of having ſeen 
him ſome where, which was at Liſle, but 
could not recolle& where, ſhe therefore 
treated him with politenels, and being toler- 


ably recovered, exerted her ſpirits to enter- 


tain her hoſts, being greatly elated with 
her ſucceſsful manceuvres againſt the man 
ſhe hated. As to Lord Stormer, he was 
indifferent to her, but ſhe found it neceſſary 


to get both excluded to prevent detection, 


After the dinner was over and the ſervants 
| withdrawn, 
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withdrawn, Mr. Thompſon abruptly turn- 
ing to her, “ congratulate you, madam, 
on your ſucceſs.” What ſucceſs, ſir, ſaid 
ſhe, ſtarting and much diſcompoſed. „ On 
the ſucceſs of the tales you have fabricated 
againſt Sir William Beaumont, replied he, 
but do not exult too much at your victory, 


for know, madam, I am perfectly maſter of 


every tranſaction which has paſſed between 
you and the Beaumont family, and have re- 
lated the whole to this gentleman without 
palliation or diſguiſe. | If you have faid 
truth, returned ſhe, you muſt have ſaid, 
Sir William Beaumont was a villain,” She 
trembled with confuſion and paſſion. © Com- 


poſe yourſelf, Mrs. Rivers, and don't force 


me to utter diſgraceful truths of your con- 
duct: I do not juſtify Sir William, he acted 
very wrong, and has been ſeverely puniſhed 


for his credulity and ſubmitting to be the 


tool of an artful man who has now attoned 
for all his errors; but, madam, and he ſpoke 
ſternly, the evils of which you complain, 


originated from your/elf, and to deal plainly, 
. the 
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the death of your much injured daughter is 
more to be attributed to your baſe duplicity, 
than to Sir William Beaumont.“ How 
dare you, fir, inſult me with this language, 
and who are you that preſumes to treat me 
thus?” ſhe was in a moſt violent agitation, 
c am, madam, reſumed he, a friend to 
truth, and to Sir William Beaumont, I de- 
fend not his errors, but they proceeded from 
the violence of youth, and though not to be 
defended, at leaſt from the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances attending them, may lay claim to 
ſome excuſe.” „Sir, ſaid Mrs. Rivers, 
turning indignantly to Mir. Worthy, I hoped, 
in your houſe, to be exempted from inſult, 
this infolent man who preſumes, though a 
ſtranger, to affront me by baſe ſuggeſtions, is 
beneath my notice, and to you I appeal for 
protection.” —<© And whilſt you are in this 
| houſe, madam, replied Mr. Worthy, you 
ſhall obtain it, but permit me to obſerve, you 
are an entire ſtranger, and, therefore, can 
ſcarcely expect an implicit confidence in re- 
lations, ſo reſpectably contradicted as by this 
gentleman,” „ ſee, ſaid ſhe, with great 
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 haughtineſs, how willing you are to be de- 


ceived, and therefore I deſpiſe his artifices 
too much to juſtify myſelf where there is an 
evident partiality.” So ſaying, ſhe took 
hold of the arm of the youngeſt Miſs Wor- 
thy, and walked out of the room in a very 
ſtately manner. © Pray, exclaimed Mrs, 
Worthy, let me have an explanation of this 


ſcene, is it poſſible that woman has deceived 


us?” Mr. Worthy then related as conciſchy 


as poſſible ſome of the particulars he had 


heard from Mr. Thompſon, which gentle- 
man could not help remarking how the fea- 
tures of the elder young lady brightened, 
and how much ſhe was gratified in hearing 


Lord Stormer exonerated from the charges 


againſt him. © Bleſs me, cried Mrs, Wor- 
thy, what a worthleſs woman this Mrs. Ri- 
vers 15, we mult endeavor to get rid of her.” 
ce Doubtleſs we muſt, replied Mr. Worthy, 
but if ſhe is diſtreſſed we muſt not to- 


tally deſert her, common humanity forbids 


that.” Then having commiſſioned Mr. 
Thompſon to make his excuſes to the two 
gentlemen, he promiſed to wait on them the 
next day, and make his apologies in perſon, 
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Mr. Thompſon returned highly elated 
with his triumph over Mrs. Rivers; his 
friends were expecting him with great im- 
patience, but when he had related the ſeve- 
ral particulars, he obſerved an uncommon 
ſadneſs pervade the countenance of Sir Wil- 
liam; I do not doubt, ſaid he, addreſſing 
him, but the recollection of thoſe circum- 
ſtances which I was obliged to repeat, has 
given you ſome pain—* yes, anſwered Sir 
William, it has given a ſevere blow to my 
future peace; the lovely Marianne is then 
engaged, and all my. hopes are blaſted! 
* This is a ſecret, cried Mr. Thompſon, I 
was wholly unacquainted with; I could hard- 
ly ſuppoſe, whilſt your heart ſmarted for the 
recent loſs of Miſs Rivers, you could ſo 
readily reſign it to another paſſion.” But, 
believe me, Sir William, added he, a heart 
lo eaſily inflamed has little ſtability, and 
your diſappointment will be a very tempo- 
rary one.” —If Sir William was wounded by 
lome part of Mr. Thompſon's relation, Lord 
Stormer felt pain ſtill more acute. ls it poſ- 

ſible, 
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| fible, thought he, that Miſs Worthy has be. 


held me with fome degree of partiality ? 

have I, in return for the hoſpitality of the fa- 
ther, given even the ſmalleſt degree of anxi- 
ety to the charming daughter? what hopes 
had I a right to indulge, a bankrupt in my 
fortune, an excile, though a voluntary one, 
from my country, could I ſuppoſe Mr, 

Worthy would permit my addreſſes? why 
then indulge a paſſion, which muſt end in 
diſappointment, or, by any future attentions, 
encreaſe that partiality I am told Miſs Wor- 
thy honored me with? no, added he, ſighing, 
I will not wound her peace, I deſerve to be 
the only ſufferer, and therefore will quit 
Bruſſels without delay. Mr. Thompſon was 
ſurpriſed to find intelligence which he ex- 
pected would have excited pleaſure, had 
thrown a gloom over the countenances of 
both gentlemen. Jou are ſtrange incon- 
ſiſtent beings, ſaid he, ſmiling, this morn- 
ing all your anxiety was to ſtand juſtified in 
the opinion of Mr. Worthy, now that J have 


ſucceeded in removing his prejudices, and! 


hope, 
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hope, reſtored you to the eſteem of that 


amiable family; inſtead of being grateful 
for my endeavors, one of you is full of la- 
ments, and the other ſeems loſt in melancholy 
rellections.“ © True, my dear Mr. Thomp- 
ſon, anſwered Lord Stormer, however, I 
feel gratified in the ſucceſs of your friendly 
interference, I confeſs, you have awakened 
me to a ſenſe of a freſh error I was on the 


point of falling into; but I hope it is not too 


late to retract, and therefore I am determin- 


ed to leave this city in the courſe of a few 
days.“ 


Before Mr. Thompſon could make a re- 
ply they were informed the two Italian no- 
blemen were below; Sir William, who had 
ſat wholly inattentive, on hearing this, ſtarted 
up briſkly, and running down, ſoon return- 


ed, introducing the gentlemen to his friends. 


The diftant, though reſpectful politeneſs 
they received from his lordſhip and Mr. 


Thompſon, was amply compenſated for, oy. 
the extreme attention of Sir William, who, 


with 
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with his accuſtomed impetuoſity, laviſhed 
on them a thouſand polite ſpeeches, and ap- 
peared uncommonly ſolicitous to obtain their 
eſteem. I oſe warm advances to intimacy 
were received with equal eagerneſs on their 
fide, and before they ſeparated, the Marquis 
Mareſcotti invited the gentlemen to paſs the 
evening with them, Lord Stormer and Mr. 
Thompſon clivilly declined, but Sir William 
readily accepted the invitation, and promiſed 
to be an early gueſt. 

After thoſe noblemen had taken leave, 
Mr. Thompſon very ſeriouſly remonſtrated 
with Sir William on his being fo ready to 
enter into an intimacy with gentlemen he 
knew ſo little of: One would expect, added 
he, that you had already paid dear enough for 
your attachments to render you more cau- 
tious in forming acquaintance without firſt 
obtaining a better knowledge of the com- 
panions you ſelect.“ © And one would ſup- 
pole, alſo, retorted Sir William, in a tone 


of diſpleaſure, that I was of competent age 
| to 
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to ſelect my companions, without having a 
governor to controul my inclinations, or a 
cenſor to remind me for ever of my foibles.“ 
« Far be it from me, fir, added Mr. 


Thompſon, to aſſume the character of either: 


friendſhip to you and gratitude to Lady 
Beaumont renders it an indiſpenſable duty 
on my ſide to ſpeak my ſentiments freely: 
but if I am become troubleſome to you, 'tis 
time we ſhould ſeparate, for I neither can, 
nor will, ſuppreſs my opinton 1n points where 
| think your honor or reputation is concern- 
ed. © You are petulant, Sir William, cried 
Lord Stormer, you forget Mr. Thompſon 
is our beſt friend,” © Forgive me, Thomp- 
fon, faid Sir William, taking his hand, I 
was too haſty, but to tell you the truth, 1 
really feel it neceſſary to have a little diſſipa- 
ion and change of company to drive the 
loveiy Marianne out of my thoughts, for I 
am more deeply concerned at my diſappoint- 
ment than you imagine, and let that plead 
as an excule for behavior I am aſhamed of.” 
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eſteem you, anſwered Mr. Thompſon, and 
I ſhall be perfectly ſatisfied, for then you will 


be cautious of forfeiting the one or the 


other. Lord Stormer endeavored to give 


a turn to the converſation, by repeating his 


deſign of quitting Bruſſels and going into 
Italy; © After ſeeing Mr. Worthy to-mor- 
row, ſaid he, and proving to him I am not 
entirely undeſerving the favors I have expe- 


rienced from his hoſpitable board, I ſhall go, 


though with regret, at a diſtance from an 
object I feel but too intereſting to my peace. 
A ſimilar diſappointment drove me from 
England, though I cannot ſay my affections 
were ſo deeply engaged as I now find they 
are here; but a bankrupt in my fortune, 
without a foot of land I can at preſent call 
my own, I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf if I ſought 
to engage Miſs Worthy's heart: 'tis fit my 
folly ſhould be my puniſkment, and that 
diſſipation in which I vainly purſued the 
ſhadow of happineſs, ſhould be the means of 
depriving me for ever of its reality.” “ 
muſt leave you, ſaid Sir William, taking his 

3 hat, 
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hat, before you render me unfit for any com- 
pany, I was quite right, you ſee, in thinking 
a change in my companions neceſſary, for 
this evening at leaſt.” So ſaying, he took 
leave of them and ſallied forth to his appoint- 
ment with the Italians, whilſt Lord Stormer 
and Mr. Thompſon ſpent a very rational 
evening together. The high ſpirits of his 
companions ſoon communicated a portion of 
them to Sir William, he encouraged the 
circling glaſs, and when warm with wine 
very readily aſſented to their propoſal of 
finiſhing the night at the houſe of a famous 


courtezan's, where they ſtaid 'till a very late 
hour in the morning. 


When Mr. Thompſon aroſe he was very 
much concerned to hear his friend had but 
juſt retired to bed, and in a ſtate of intoxi- 
cation. This raſh, impetuous young man, 
laid he, to avoid the leaſt diſagreeable reflec- 
tion, plunges into error, and unable to bear 
the leaſt diſappointment in his wiſhes, flies to 
diſſipation as his only reſource, I hoped a 

very 
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very different mode of behavior when J left 
England with him, or never ſhould have con- 
ſented to accompany him. But his good 
reſolutions were only temporary, and the 
firſt temptation he relapſes into his former 
follies.“ In a very uneaſy ſtate of mind he 
remained till informed Mr. Worthy was 
come to wait on them; having ſent word to 
Lord Stormer and Sir William of his arri— 


val, the former inſtantly obeyed the ſum- 


mons, and Mr. Worthy was introduced, 
Advancing to Lord Stormer, I have many 
apologies to offer, my lord, for my rude 
behavior to you in my houſe.“ Not a word 


on the ſubject, my dear Mr. Worthy, I am 


extremely honored by this viſit, and to be re- 
ſtored to your good opinion is very eſſential 
to my happineſs. I certainly ought to have 
acquainted you with the ſituation of my at- 


fairs, but where there was no curioſity ex- 


preſſed, I conceived I had no right to ob- 
trude confidence: and perhaps, added he, 


ſmiling, a little pride prevented me from 


acknowledging errors I feared might leſſen 
| | me 
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me in your eſteem.” I am much flattered 
by the motives of that fear, returned Mr, 
Worthy, but ſhall I not have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing Sir William? © He will wait on you 
preſently, replied Mr. Thompſon, but pray, 
ſir, may I aſk how you managed with Mrs. 


Rivers? After you left us, ſaid Mr. Worthy, 


my wife followed her to her apartment, where 
ſhe had retired with my youngeſt daughter, 
to whom ſhe was eagerly talking when Mrs. 
Worthy entered the room; having delired nv; 
daughter to withdraw, ſhe ſat down, and in 
a tender, though carneſt manner requeſted 
her attention : ſhe then repeated the whole 


ſtory as Mr. Thompſon had related it. Mrs. 


Rivers broke out ſeveral times in invec- 
tives againſt her daughter, Sir William and 
Lady Beaumont, but Mrs, Worthy inſiſted 
on being heard out—when ſhe had finiſhed, 
ſhe addreſſed her thus. Now, madam, 
you ſee we are perfectly acquainted with your 
ſtory, and although we cannot exculpate Sir 
William Beaumont entirely, yet ſurely he is 


leſs blamable than the parent who could 
wantonly 
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wantonly throw her child into improper ſitua. 
tions, and corrupt a heart naturally good; 


only to gratify unwarrantable pride and am- 


bition, and when a deſerved diſappointment 
in thoſe views took place to deſert an unhap- 
py repentant child, and give yourſelf up to 


folly and diſſipation at your time of life O, 


madam, what a depraved heart is yours! 
but T will not upbraid, without holding out 
the means to recover, at leaſt pity, by your 


future amendment—be ſincere and candid, 


you may make me your friend, I never yet 
deſerted any one in diſtreſs, and if I can be 
the means of reſtoring you to a ſenſe of your 
errors, and a wiſh to atone for them by re- 
pentance ; you will find Mr. Worthy and 
myſelf ready to ſerve you.” When my wife 
had finiſhed all ſhe had to ſay, Mrs. Rivers, 
for ſome time, preſerved a ſullen filence, 
but at length, looking up, ſhe burſt into 
tears, © I am humbled indeed! cried ſhe, 
but I am undone and muſt ſubmit to my 
fate! Well, then, madam, you know all, 


but you who never experienced a bitter re- 


3 | verſe 
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verſe of fortune, can form no ideas what 
muſt have been my ſufferings - perhaps the 
means I took to get my daughter well mar- 
ried, was unjuſtifiable, but ſuch ſchemes are 
not very uncommon nor unnatural, Sir Wil- 
lam Beaumont has been my bittereſt enemy, 
I muſt ever think ſo; but for him I ſhould, 
never have been driven by the imprudent con- 
duct of my child, to have quitted England.” 
« Stop, madam, ſaid Mrs, Worthy, nor dare 
to throw one reflection on a daughter who de- 
ſerved a better mother, and whoſe exemplary 


behavior under her misfortunes, more than 


atoned for her errors, and excited the admira- 
tion of all who knew her! I am not diſpoſed ta 
hear reflections which avail nothing, tell me 
your real ſituation, and how I can ſerve you, 
without diſcredit to myſelf.” This ſeverity 
had its deſired effect; ſhe entered into a de- 
tail of her loſſes, and impoſitions practiſed on 
her, and that having at the time ſhe heard 
of her daughter's death an intimacy with a 
French gentleman who called himſelf Mon- 


ſieur de Renier, he had promiſed to marry 
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her, and carry her into Burgundy where his 
eſtates lay, if ſhe would get all her money ; 
ſhe therefore, at the ſame time ſhe received 
the four hundred pounds from Lady Beau. 
mont, drew out the two thouſand pounds her 
daughter had received the intereſt of, and 
when all her money arrived, he propoſed 
going to Bruſſels, to be married there and 
reſide ſome time in the city. She complied, 
they ſet off and ſpent a fortnight at Liſt, 
where ſhe ſaw Sir William, and which oc- 
caſioned her to preſs Monſieur to ſet off the 
next day; that at the laſt ſtage before they 
came to Bruſſels; when ſhe aroſe in the 
morning, ſhe waited breakfaſt ſometime 
without ſeeing Monſieur, at laſt, ringing 
the bell ſhe was informed, to her inexprel- 
ſible aſtoniſhment, that the gentleman went 
off on poſt horſes ſeveral hours before 
ſcarce able to breathe, ſhe flew up ſtairs and 
found the ſmall cabinet, in which was de- 
poſited her notes, money, and ſome few jew. 
els, carried off! ſhe ſaid ſhe loſt her ſenſes 


for ſome time, but when recovered, found 
all 
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all the money ſhe had did not amount to 
twelve pounds; with this ſcanty ſum ſhe. 
haſtened to Bruſſels in ſearch of Monſieur 
de Renier, but getting no intelligence, and 
her money being nearly exhauſted, vexation 
and fatigue threw her ill, and ſhe was redu- 
ced to the laſl extremity of want, when the 
landlord told her there was an Engliſh family 
in the city who would, he was ſure, adnuni- 


| ſter to her relief; on which the application 


was made to me; and not chuſing to own 
ſhe had travelled with a man not her huſ- 
band, ſhe gave out that it was her ſervant 
who had robbed her.” And thus ended Mrs. 
Rivers's tale, which, though pretty artfully 
gloſſed over, does her no credit from her 
own account, 


After Mrs. Worthy had heard her ſtory, 
ſhe deſired her to compoſe herſelf and ſhe 
would conſult me what could be done for 
her. I left her this morning going to her 
with two propoſals, one is to allow her a 
decent annuity, ſufficient for all her wants, 

(+2 though 


125 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


though not to ſupply extravagancies, to 
board in a neighbouring village where we 
would procure her accommodations which 
might render her reſpectable if ſhe behaved 
properly ; the other propoſal was to pay her 
penſion here in a convent—which ſhe will 
determine on, is yet to be known, but ! 


hope, wherever ſhe reſides, ſhe will ſet about : 


a reformation in her conduct, as I have little 
doubt but it was a proflicate connection with 
ſome ſharper which has thus diſtreſſed her, 
and ſhall ſet forth an enquiry after him, 
though I fear to little effect. 


Juſt as Mr. Worthy concluded his nar- 
rative, Sir William came in, and in ſome 
confuſion received that gentleman's apolo- 
gies. Said Mr. Worthy, I will not requeſt 
the favor of a renewal of your viſits until 
Mrs. Rivers has left the houſe, which, 1 
hope, will be in a day or two, in the mean 
time, gentlemen, do me the juſtice to be- 


lieve I feel an infinite deal of pleaſure in a 


re-union of that friendſhip which conferred 
2 ON 
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on me equal honor and ſatisfaction. Lord 
Stormer and the, others were not deficient in 
returning his politeneſs, although Sir Wil- 
liam reſolved to viſit there very ſeldom, and 
Lord Stormer's reſolution was taken to pay 
only one fareweil viſit, When Mr. Worthy 
was gone Mr, Thompſon repeated his infor- 
mation reſpecting Mrs. Rivers, and then 
added, I dare ſay, Lady Beaumont would 
not readily reſign to this good family, who are 
ſtrangers, the means of ſetling Mrs. Rivers 
in a decent ſituation, where ſhe may live, in 
future, a regular life. Nor will I, ſaid 
Sir William, haughtily, I will make over 
to her one hundred pounds a year, out of 
my {mall income, and that ſum yeariy, 1 
ſhould ſuppoſe, will maintain her in this 


country very well.” © 'i an amp'e provi- 


tion, replied Mr, Thompſon, and I ap- 
plaud the generoſity of your ſpirit ; will you 
commiſſion me to acquaint the family of 
your deſign?” © Yes, anſwered Sir Wil- 
liam, and the ſooner the better, I will give 


orders for its being executed this very day.“ 
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Mr. Thompſon haſtened to Mr. Worthy's, 
and begged to ſpeak with Mrs. Rivers in 
preſence of Mrs. Worthy; ſhe was at firſt 
unwilling to ſee him, ſuppoſing he came to 


_ affront her, but on his ſending word, that the 


meſſage he came with, muſt be an agreeable 
one, ſhe at laſt came down, Mr. Thompſon, 
without any ceremony, told her he was com- 


 miſſioned by Sir William Beaumont to ac- 
quaint her, he had that day ſettled on her 
one hundred pounds a year to live where ſhe 
: pleaſed, and that, to prevent preſent pecuni- 
ary difficulties, he would preſent her with 
fifty, pounds to ſettle herſelf until the annuity, 


which ſhould be paid half yearly, became 


due. And then addreſſing Mrs. Worthy, 
„ this offer of my friend's, madam, will 
preclude any neceſſity for Mrs. Rivers' re- 
ceiving the favors you intended her I ſup- 


poſe.” © Yes, ſaid ſhe, I accept Sir Wil- 
liam's offer, for I conceive it a juſtice he 
owes me in recompenſe of the evils I have 
ſuffered through him.” „ We will not 


ſpeak of the paſt, madam, returned Mr. 
| Thompfon, 


55 
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Thompſon, coldly, but if you conſult this 
lady as to your place of reſidence, every 
thing elſe ſhall be accommodated to your 
ſatisfaction.” He then took leave and re- 
turned home, not a little ſurpriſed to find 
Lord Stormer alone. Where is Sir Wil- 
liam? he aſked, gone to dine with the 
Italian noblemen, replied his lordſhip, he is 
highly delighted with their ſpirit and gaiety, 
you and I my grave friend are entirely out of 
favor,” 

Mr. Thompſon was extremely concerned 
at this news, and in conſequence of it made 
it his buſineſs to enquire 1nto their characters. 
He was informed they were men of high 
birth and fortune, but wild and diſſipated to 
exceſs, not . gamblers, but ſenſualiſts in the 
utmoſt extent of the word. This account 
alarmed him greatly, he conſulted with 
Lord Stormer what could be done to wean 
him from the connection; his lordſhip under- 
took to talk with him, though hopeleſs of 


being attended to; for he had, in the morn- 


68 ing, 
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ng, aſked Sir William to accompany him 


ba, a tour to Italy, which he declined, ſa ay- 
ing, he would not run the riſk of loſing his 
heart again, that if he did not give into 


company, he ſhould run mad at his diſap- 
pointment of Marianne Worthy, but there 


was not another girl in Bruſſels he cared ſix- 
pence for, and therefore it was the beſt place 
he could ſtay in, where he was in no dan— 
ger; adding, © your's is a quixote expedi- 


tion to run away from the girl that you are 
told likes you, but I am not ſo romantic, 


and were not her ſiſter's affections engaged! 
. * would run to her, inſtead of going from her.“ 
Lord Stormer told him their ſituations dif- 


fered, you have a mother's ample fortune to 
look forward to, ſaid he, as a ſettlement for 
your wife, by prudent management, in a few 


years, your eſtate may be cleared - but | 


have no ſuch reſources. It muſt be many 
years before I can recover any part of mne, 


and never will I be beholden to a wife! u- 


tune to pay off the mortgages which ext . 


gance and folly has laid upon my eſtates.” 


Lord 


RS. 2... — 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 131 
Lord Stormer repeated this converſation to 
Mr. Thompſon, and concluded by ſaying, 
it would have given him infinite pleaſure 
had Sir William acceded to his requeſt, as 


he ſhould greatly regret the loſs of Mr. 
Thompſon's converſation.” 


They ſaw no more of Sir William for that 
day ; he came home at a very late hour, and 
was not ſtirring 'till long after they had 
breakfaſted, when he was diſturbed by the 
lawyer who came to ſettle the buſineſs for 
Mrs. Rivers's annuity ; which being done, and 
Mr. Worthy appointed truſtee for her; when 
the lawyer withdrew, he began to expatiate 
on the pleaſures of the foregoing evening, 
and rallied his grave friends for their ſtupi- 


dity. © Prithee, Stormer, ſaid he, join 


our parties, take my word for it nothing 


like a little mirth and frolick to cure a wound 


in the heart. If I had not met with thoſe 
noble Italians, my own vexation, and your 
ſentimental ſpeeches, would have made me 
miſerable; but I am already on the recovery, 
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and in another fortnight ſhall be able to ſee 
my favorite in the arms of another man, 


without either hanging or drowning myſelf,” 
* You are indeed wonderfully altered, Sir 


William, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, I will not 
ſay improved; but don't you think Lady 
Beaumont hoped, when you came abroad, 
you would travel to obſerve men and man- 
ners, and not fix your reſidence at one place, 


nor confine your ſociety to one ſet of peo- 


ple?” „I ſuppoſe, fir, retorted Sir William, 
Lady Beaumont knew I was out of leading 
ſtrings, and had a right to chuſe for myſeif, 


and if ſhe had my peace of mind in view, 
after the diſmal ſcenes and curſed vexations 


I had gone through in England, ſhe would 
rejoice I ſhould live any where to enjoy good 
company and recover my tranquillity.” And 
yet, anſwered Mr. Thompſon, ſuch as you 
call good company have been the means of 
deſtroying your tranquillity, for a time at 
leaſt.” «© Well, fir, cried Sir William, 
with great indignation in his manner, when 
I requeſt the favor of your advice, reſpecting 

| my 
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my friends, I ſhall be thankful for it, but I 
did not underſtand that when Mr. Thomp- 


ſon condeſcended to become my companion 


in this tour, he intended to aſſume the go- 
vernor over my actions.” © Sir William, 


replied Mr. Thompſon, very coolly, you 


degrade yourſelf more than me by ſuch fe- 
flections, but if you ceaſe to eſteem me, tis 


time we ſhould ſeparate. I have long been 


inured to misfortunes and diſappointments, 
but I never yet loſt ſight of the reſpect due 
to myſelf, and I ſhould diſdain to owe a fa- 
vor to any one who did not conſider me as a 


friend, and believe, that his intereſt was as 


dear to me as my own.” © Your notions 
are extremely peculiar, (returned Sir Wil- 
liam, but it was always my wiſh to conſider 
you as a friend, not as a /p, eager to obſerve 
and cenſure my moſt indifferent actions.“ I 


ſhould very ill prove myſelf your friend, re- 


torted Mr. Thompſon with ſome warmth, 


to be indifferent to your happineſs or reputa- 


tion, both of which I think endangered by 


[i 


your new friends—but, I have done, fir, I 
.,- all 
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ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity to return 
to England and reſign Lady Beaumont's ge⸗ 
nerous proviſion, which I can no longer re- 
tain with honor to myſelf,” “ I can have 


no right to prevent you, you are certainly 


your own maſter, and can go where and 
© when you pleaſe, without being accountable 
to me.” Saying thoſe words Sir William, 
walked off very ſtately, and left his friend: 
overwhelmed with vexation. c How much 
have I been miſtaken in my opinion of thi; 
haughty young man, ſaid Mr. Thompſon, 
when I was prevailed upon to accompany 
him, I was previouſly informed of all his 
irregularities, which had been productive of 
ſo much ſorrow, ſhame and embarraſſment in 
his circumſtances; that his friends were led 
to believe an entire reformation in his con- 
duct and ſentiments had taken place, and his 
behaviour for ſome time appeared to juſtify 
their opinion: but you ſee that ſame impe- 
tuous, unſettled diſpoſition prevails, and the 
leaſt check in a favorite purſuit, plunges him 


into error, and throws him into the power ot 


gay 
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gay diſſolute companions.” It is, indeed, 
much to be regretted, replied Lord Stormer, 
that the younger Miſs Worthy is engaged, 
for poſſibly an union with an amiable woman 
might have fixed his principles.” *I ra- 
ther fear, anſwered Mr. Thompſon, the in- 
ſtability of temper which has ever marked 
his character, will prevail through life and 
have given very little chance of happineſs ro 
any woman.” However, added he, 1 will 
not quit him, unleſs he abſolutely throws me 
off, 'till I hear from Lady Beaumont, I ſhall 
write this day, and without aſſigning any 
reaſons, beg leave to decline her noble al- 
lowance in my favor, as particular circum- 
ſtances require ny return to England.“ 


After a little pauſe, Lord Stormer ſaid, 
you know the ſmallneſs of my income, dear 
Thompſon, and I ought to bluſh, perhaps, 
for making you a propoſal ſo unworthy of 
your merit to accept, but if you will conde- 
ſcend to ſhare that income, and become my 
friend, my brother and adviſer, I will en- 
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deavor, by my reſpect and attentions, to 

tone for the deficiencies of fortune,” “Ahe 
offer you make me, my lord, does me the 
| higheſt honor, nor would I heſitate a mo- 
ment to accept it, did I not conceive myſelf 
accountable to Lady Beaumont, and not at 
liberty to quit the ſociety of her ſon without 
firſt writing to her.” Promiſe me, then, 
cried Lord Stormer, that if you do detach 
yourſelf from Sir William, you will join me 
wherever I am.“ “ I do, replied Mr. 
Thompſon, but it would give me ſtill greater 
pleaſure if I can prevail on him to be of your 


party.“ 


When Sir William left his friends ſo 


abruptly, he repaired to the hotel of the Ita- 
lians; not a little rufled—ah! my dear 
friend, cried the Marquis Mareſcotti em- 
bracing him, what has happened to diſcom- 
poſe you? you look out of humour.” Sir 
William told him a gentleman, who had 44 
tended him abroad as a companion, had 
thought proper to play the Monitor, and 

1 : lecture 
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lecture him for keeping late hours. The 


devil! exclaimed the Marquis, and do you 
ſubmit to ſuch impertinence?“ © Certainly 
not, replied the other, I have given him a 
handſome ſet down, and that has ruffled my 
temper.” I would have kicked the fellow 
to the devil, cried the Marquis, it he had 
preſumed to give me any admonitions. Why, 
you are of age, are you not? © yes, anſwered 
Sir William, T am my own maſter, nor will 
be dictated to by any one.” © That's 
right, ſaid the other, ſpend your time with 
vs, and leave your Monitor with that ſober 


looking lord who does not appear to have a 


grain of fire or ſpirit in his compoſition. We 
keep the firſt company in hours of ceremony, 
and at night, revel in all the delights the 
place affords, You Engliſhmen are gene- 
rally ſo reſerved and ſo methodical that a 
man of ſpirit can find little pleaſure in their 
acquaintance, but there appeared in you a 
vivacity, a careleſſneſs in your air, and 
manner, which, without any compliment, had 
its attractions with me, and made me deſi- 

5 rous 
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rous of cultivating your friendſhip.” This le 
compliment was highly gratifying to Sir W 
William's felf-love, and made him exert all ti 

his wit and ſpirits to deſerve it. He entered te 

into all their deſigns and promiſed to be their m 

conſtant companion. Ir 
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A GENEROUS SELF-DENIAL REWARDED. 5 

1 HE following day after Sir Willem MW 
1 1 Beaumont had executed the deed in Fe 
4 | favor of Mrs. Rivers, and ſent Mr, Worthy } 8 
a draught for the fifty pounds, that geniie- W * 

man requeſted an interview with Mrs. 1 

Rivers, and delivering the papers, aſked her , 


in what manner ſhe choſe to diſpoſe of ot 
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ſelf, *Tis almoſt indifferent to me, ſaid ſhe, 
where I exiſt in future, deprived of my for- 
tune, diſerted by my friends, and compelled 
to be obliged to my ereateſt enemy; the re- 
mainder of my days muſt be wretched : tell 
me, therefore, ſir, where I can be buried 
alive, for ſuch muſt be my fate, neither do 
] care what becomes of me.” Mr. Wor- 
thy, though extremely diſpleaied, could not 
help being affected by this melancholy re- 
preſentation of her ſituation; after a little 
pauſe, he ſaid, 1 can conceive, madam, that 
to a mind like yours, ſolitude muſt be very 
irkloine ; and that, ſenſible, as I hope you 
are of the errors of your conduct, reflection 
can afford you no pleaſure, If, therefore, 
you can determine to behave with regularity, 
and propriety, I will venture to recommend 
you as a boarder in a worthy houſe in this 
city, where you may enjoy pleaſing ſociety 
and moderate pleaſures; Mrs. Worthy will, 
| know, be happy to countenance you if you 
deſerve it If this propoſal does not ſuit you, 
there' is an opulent village, not far from 

hence, 
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hence, where your income will enable you to 
live genteel—no, ſaid ſhe, interrupting him, 
I will hear nothing of your village] ſee, by 
this deed,. which ſhe had peruſed, I am not 
obliged to reſide at any particular place. l 
will, therefore, go to Aix le Chapelle, 1 
know I can live decent there on this poor pit- 
tance, and I have ſtill a few effects in Eng- 
land to diſpoſe of, which may ſettle and ſup- 
port me there until the annuity becomes due.” 
«I am ſorry to find, madam, ſaid Mr. Wor- 
thy, riſing diſguſted, you ſtill wiſh for gaiety 
and expenſive eſtabliſhments, but ſince your 
Choice is made, I will accommodate you 
with the fifty pounds, and excuſe me, if 1 
add, the ſooner you leave this houſe the bet- 


ter.” © That 1 ſhall do, fir, immediately, 


anſwered ſhe, riſing alſo, and your unpolite 
requeſt cancels the obligation I thought 1 
owed to your humanity.” She then deſired 
a conveyance to the inn ſhe came from, and 
taking a polite but cold leave of the family, 
hurried away, leaving Mrs. Worthy aſtoniſn- 
ed at her effrontary. She is entirely unwo!- 
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thy. of any favor, ſaid Mr. Worthy, but cer- 
tainly had ſome little claim on Sir William 
Reaumont's generoſity, he has diſcharged the 
debt, and I am extremely well pleaſed we 
have done with her, for I ſee ſhe is incorri- 


ible. 


The next morning after Mrs. Rivers quit- 


ted the houſe, Lord Stormer, accompanied 


by Mr. Thompſon, waited on Mr. Worthy's 
family to make a farewel viſit; they were 
all exceedingly ſurpriſed when they heard 
his deſign, Mifs Worthy particulary appear- 
ed much agitated; I am heartily ſorry to loſe 
you, cried Mr. Worthy, I fear you have hard- 


ly forgiven my rudeneſs which that worthleſs 


woman led me into, for I flattered myſelf you 


intended reſiding here till next ſpring.” 1 


did indeed intend it, replied Lord Stor- 
mer, and the circumſtances which oblige me 
to alter my intention are particularly morti- 
tying to me, for I ſhall find no company 
elſewhere that will confole me for the loſs of 
thoſe happy hours I have ſpent with your 

amiable 
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amiable family.“ 
reply to what you have ſaid, returned Mr. 
Worthy, but if there is any thing in my 
power to give thoſe circumſtances you men- 
tion a different complexion and engage your 
reſidence among us, tax my friendſhip to its 
utmoſt, and be aſſured, the obligation will 
be on my ſide, if I can ſerve a worthy man.“ 


« J feel . your kindneſs, ſir, moſt ſenſibly, 


replied Lord Stormer, but I am ſo unfortu- 
nately ſituated as to be incapable of profit- 
ing by the friendſhip you honor me with, 

and to be plain with you, every hour I ſtay 
in Bruſſels adds to my diſtreſs.” „Then ! 
can only regret, without the power of reliev- 
ing you, cried Mr. Worthy, but if my ſer— 
vices now can be of no uſe, at leaſt promiſe 
me, that if on any future occaſion, any em- 
barraſſment of circumſtances, you ſhould 
ſtand in need of a friend, promiſe me you 
will honor me with the application, and I will 
fly to ſerve you.“ This kindneſs was too 
much for Lord Stormer's ſenſibility, he roſe 
Gs My * and taking Mr. Worthy's 
hand; 
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] Land; 6e J thank you, fir, with my whole 


ſoul; then turning to the ladies, hardly able 


| to articulate his words; I leave you, dear 


and amiable friends, ſaid he, with the deep- 
et regret, I ſhall find nothing, wherever 1 
co, that will compenſate for the pleaſure 1 
muſt now reſign. May every bleſſing at- 
tend you, added he, and taking up his hat, 
hurried out of the room—the ladies were 
drowned in tears, Mr, Thompſon, unable 


to ſpeak, with a low bow, was preparing to 
| follow his friend, Mr. Worthy caught his 


hand, ſtop Mr. T hompſon, I conjure you, 
tell me, has any particular misfortune befallen 
Lord Stormer ? I feel extremely intereſted 
for him, it will be no breach of friendſhip to 
inform me of any circumſtances where the 
hand of friendſhip may adminiſter conſola- 
tion. I know, from your former account 
of him, his preſent income 1s a very ſcanty 
one, if any pecuniary difficulties diſtreſs his 
mind, I thank God I have it in my power 
'0 felieve them, and he muſt think very 
manly of me if he ſuppoſes I ſhould conſi- 

der 
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der it any other than as an obligation con- 
ferred on myſelf, to put it in my power to 
ſerve him, ſpeak then I beſeech you.” Mr. 
Thompſon heſitated; thus preſſed, he knew 
not what to anſwer: whilſt he was deliberat- 
ing Miſs Worthy roſe and left the room, her 
mother and ſiſter followed her from motives 
of delicacy, ſuppoſing they had no right to 
ſhare a communication which appeared an 
important ſecret, When the ladies were 
withdrawn, Mr. Worthy reſumed his en- 
treaty, © do not think me impertinently ot- 
ficious, Mr. Thompſon, do juſtice to my 
heart, and be aſſured, if the remedy for 
Lord Stormer's diſtreſs is within my power, 
I will ſerve him without ever acquainting him 
how 1 became maſter of his ſecrets” © Your 
ſolicitations, my good Mr. Worthy, ſaid 


Mr. Thompſon, are not to be reſiſted, thus 


much I will confeſs to you, and convince 
you your friendly anxiety can be of no uſe at 
preſent, Lord Stormer then 1s fervently 
attached to a very amiable woman, for ſome 
time he was blind to the danger of conſtant- 
ly 


» 
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ix converſing with a charming object with- 


out being enamoured; but his eyes are now 


open to the ſtate of his heart; his lender in- 


come precludes all poſſibility of addreſſing 
her, and he finds it neceſſary to move about, 
to travel, and not by remaming too long in 


one place, have leiſure to think on an object 


2 
* 


that never can be any thing to him,” * Do. 
not let your confidence be a partial one, ſaid 


Mr. Worthy, who is this amiable woman, 
do I know her?” © Pardon me, fir, replied 


Mr. Thompſon, that is a ſecret of too deli- 


cate a nature for me to reveal, I have only 
convinced you no new pecuniary difficulties 
affect Lord Stormer, and that to cure a 
wounded heart requires other helps than the 


hand of friendſhip ; time, and a diverſity of 


objects.“ Well, ſir, ſaid Mr. Worthy, I 
honor your motives for ſecreſy, and have 
only one more favor to requeſt, that you will 
do me the honor of calling here in the even- 
ing, without ſaying a word to Lord Stormer 
on the ſubject of what has paſſed this morn- 
ing between us -] may at leaſt give him a 

Vol.. 111. H few 
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few letters, which, if he perſiſts in going to- 
morrow, may be of, ſervice to him.“ Mr, 
Thompſon promiſed to attend him, and then 
departed, occupied with various conjectures 
reſpecting Mr. Worthy; © if he did pene- 
trate into the ſecret, thought he, tis plain 
his friendſhip will not extend fo far as to give 
his daughter, nor indeed could it be expect. 
ed.” On his return he found Lord Stormer 
a prey to deep melancholy, which, when his 
friend entered the room, he ſtrove to ſhake 
off, and riſing haſtily, well, Thompſon, ſald 
he, with a half ſmile, did I not come away 
in good time ?. it was but a half victory over 

myſelf neither, for the kindneſs of the fami- 
ly almoſt overpowered my reſolution.” We 
will not dwell on the ſubject as you are de- 
termined to perſevere, anſwercd the. other, 
but have you heard any thing of Sir Wil- 
liam ? no, rephed his lordſhip, and as he 
knows tis my intention to leave Bruſſels to- 
morrow, I muſt think his abſence to day 
particularly unkind,” | 
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The day was paſſed in making prepara- 
tions for his departure, and Lord Stormer 
ſettled his route with Mr. Thompſon that he 
might enjoy his correſpondence. . In the 
evening, he ſaid, he had two or three viſits 
of ceremony to make, and ſhould return to 
ſupper, as Mr. Thompſon declined going 
with him, who immediately, that his lord- 
ſhip was going out, prepared to attend Mr. 
Worthy: at the door, as they were on the 
point of ſeparating, a ſervant of that gentle- 
man's came up and delivered a card to Lord 


Stormer, containing only theſe words. Mr. 
Worthy requeſts the immediate preſence of 


Lord Stormer and Mr, Thompſon, on buſi- 
neſs of the higheſt importance,” Lord Stor- 
mer looked at his friend with aſtoniſhment ; 
« What can this mean ? ſaid he, buſineſs of 
importance! we muſt go, however painful 
to my feelings again to enter the houſe,” 
Mr. Thompſon made no reply but followed 
him, and on their entrance, they were ſhewen 
into the ſaloon where Mr. Worthy, his lady 


and daughter fat. Mr. Worthy roſe, and 
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\| taking Lord Stormer's hand, © I have now MM . 
! | caught the fugitive, cried he, ſmiling, and 5 
1 let me tell you, you will find it difficult to | 
4 eſcape me, for I deſign making you a priſo- : 
IN ner for life: what ſay you, madam, turning 
;F to his lady, have 1 your conſent to put fet- x 
i ters on him? * With all my heart, anſwered N 
A Mrs. Worthy, gaily, he deſerves them for his 
Þ intentions of running away from us.” © You : 
[| ſee, fir, ſaid Mr. Worthy to his lord. © 
| ſhip, your very beſt friend is againſt you, ler L 
9 us hear what this young lady ſays on the ſub- 
'I ject, leading the aſtoniſhed and almoſt ina- f 
bl nimate Lord Stormer up to Miſs Worthy, De 
9 now Eliza, you are to give your vote, have 5 
{A you conſidered the matter, are you willing _ 
A to retain this captive for life? Miſs Worthy, E 
w inexpreſſibly confuſed with trembling heſita- 5 
| tion, replied, your pleaſure, ſir, ſhall be a 
mine.” „Take him, then, ſaid he, joining - 
their hands, take him your priſoner, puniſh « 
him for his intended deſertion, by making 1 
him a ſubmiſſive huſband, and let me em- S 
brace a ſon in the man I have eſteemed as » WF, 


3 friend.“ 
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friend.” He then claſped his arms: round 
Lord Stormer, who unable to ſpeak, return- 
ed it with fervor, and then threw himſelf at 
the feet of Miſs Worthy, who had burſt into 
tears, and was leaning her head againſt her 
mother's ſhoulder, © Tell me for Heaven- 


ſake, cried he, kiſſing her hand, am I not in 
a dream, oh! Mr. Worthy, what have you 


done? © Done, replied he, why, I have 
joined two hands together that ſuffcred their 
hearts to unite, without waiting for my leave 


- have obliged, againſt his will, a proud 


romantic man, who injured his friends by ſup- 
poſing the little paltry conſideration of mo- 
ney would be-permitted to ſtep between him 
and happineſs, when they had the power of 


beſtowing it; come, come, riſe and receive 


the congratulations of your friends with the 
ſenſibility of a man, conſcious he is not un- 
worthy the completion of his wiſhes.” That 
is an impoſſibility, fir, faid Lord Stormer, 


cannot find words to expreſs my feelings, 


but I know myſelf undeſerving the happineſs 
you have bid me look up to; yet I can truly 
EE lay 
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fay that I never regretted my follies and loſs 
of fortune ſo truly as at this moment not 
a word more of follies or regrets, interrupt. 


ed Mr. Worthy, to be ſenſible of our errors, 


and to amend them, deſerves they ſhould be 
forgotten; and had you poſſeſſed your whole 
fortune in all probability we ſhould never 
have met, and the hard leſſon of ſelf-denial 
had never proved your virtue. Be thankful 
then, my good friend, that the puniſhment 
of your faults has been the means of conduct- 
ing you into the paths of happineſs. You 
have it amply in your power to repay every 
act of friendſhip on my ſide by making my 
child happy, and accepting from me that 
independent fortune, which, without yor, 
could never have made her /o.” Lord Stor- 
mer, overcome by ſuch unbounded genero- 
ſity, could not repreſs his ſenſibility ; © ex- 
cuſe me, fir, for a moment,“ was all he ſaid, 
and flew out of the room; Miſs Worthy, 
equally affected, withdrew, with her mother 
and ſiſter, leaving Mr. Worthy and Mr. 


Thompſon alone. Well my good friend, 
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ſaid the former, do you repent the half con- 


fidence you repoſed in me? have I not ſerved 
the young folks a good trick for being ſo 
tenacious of a ſecret every child might have 
read in their eyes? To be ſerious, ſaid he, I 
have for ſome time obſerved a mutual inch- 
nation between them which I never deſired 
to repreſs ; though I underſtood at firſt Lord 
Stormer's fortune was much deranged, but 
thoſe things are fo common in young men 
till experience has taught them wiſdom, that 
] concluded, if he was a man of honor, of 
integrity, and real principle, the ſenſe of his 
miſconduct would be a ſurety for his future 
good behavior. Things were in this train 
when Mrs. Rivers came to my houſe ; her 
name occaſtoned great emotions in Sir Wil- 
lam Beaumont and his lordſhip, they re- 
queſted their names might not be mentioned, 
My daughter, who felt herſelf intereſted, 
could not ſuppreſs her curioſity, and ſpoke 
to her mother about both in preſence of Mrs. 
Rivers; her confuſion was viſible, and Eliza 
immediately aſked if ſhe knew the gentle- 
14 men? 


. 
9 IIS. — 66-264] 
I - . 2 © - — 42 > 4 - a J 254 5 - 
” N "OO _ — — 2 8 — — — — 2 3 r — r — 
— EB Sh 22 ðxVnt EEE a = = 8 1 r : —— | = | . 8 23 
"TA N : — 1 8 > 3" -- a n — r +S&S — IF £+: 4 * iv WIR . n — "Wa n — —— — —-„—t - 4 — 22 
n r 7 7 EP JJC bn EE 3 | - 
r "ek =7 oy . Va © D* * 5 » HS; «+ = el — — * — . GEO or, , ” x . 
& ns 2 =_ — >, —_ * - \ A” og —_— : 2 8 
N £ - - * - - - n 


152 ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 


men? with a flood of tears ſhe repeated her 
daughter's ſtory, but with ſuch aggravations 
againſt Sir William as ſhocked both ladies: 
ſhe repreſented both as notorious gamblers, 
who, having been linked with a ſet of vil- 
lains, had been detefted in falſe play and 
obliged to quit their country, that ſhe was 
convinced they were here for ſome bad pur- 


poſe, perhaps to marry ſome lady of fortune 
and then fet off with her money, her tale 


was ſo plauſible and accompanied with ſuch 


marks of bitter ſorrow, that poor Eliza was 
mexpreſſibly ſhocked, I was made acquant- 


ed with it, and much enraged, determined to 


affront them—Mrs. Rivers wiſhed not to be 
preſent but it happened accidentally ſhe was 
ſo, and I had not command enough over 
myſelf to avoid ſhewing my diſpleaſure, for 
I faw what Eliza ſuffered, and was the more 
enraged—you know the reſt, and I confeſs 
I was greatly rejoiced to reſtore Lord Stor- 
mer to my eſteem. The ſecret I drew from 
you completed my good opinion of him, 
and when you left me I made Mrs. Worthy, 

wich 
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with a ſort of a female roundabout, obtain 
the knowledge of her daughter's affection for 
Lord Stormer, I then contrived to ſurpriſe 
them both, for not a word was faid to Eliza 
on the ſubject intended. And now, my 
good friend, you ſee there are times when 
ſecrets and concealments may do more injury 
than good.” © In this caſe, fir, I own it 
would have been ſo, ſaid Mr. "Thompſon, 
but you will alſo allow I was juſtified by the 
common maxims of the world, for who but 
Mr. Worthy would give a charming accom- 


pliſhed daughter with a princely fortune to 


an indigent man of quality?“ * What not 
to make himſelf father-in-law to a Peer? 
cried Mr. Worthy, {miling, but come let 


us find your friend and compoſe his ſpirits 


apropos ! what is become of Sir William, 
© have not ſeen him ſince morning, repli- 
ed Mr. Thompſon, he fpends moſt of his 


time now with the Italian noblemen.”” © 80 


much the worſe, ſaid Mr. Worthy, for they 
are very licentious young men.” 1 fear, 
returned Mr, Thompſon, a diſappointment 
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of the heart has thrown him into a ſituation 


replete with many evils; I will not ſcruple 


to tell you, he was paſſionately fond of Miſs 
Marianne, but being informed ſhe was en- 
gaged, he has fled to gay company as a re- 
courſe from melancholy, and ſeems already 
ſo much attached to his companions that J 
tremble for the conſequence.” „ am ex- 
tremely forry to hear it, replied Mr. Wor- 
thy, Marianne 1s, indeed, engaged to a very 
worthy brave officer, whoſe return we daily 
expect, but was ſhe not, I ſhould not chuſc 
to give her to one who proves he has no 
fixed principles, or the fate of the unfortu- 
nate Miſs Rivers would have made ſuch an 
impreſſion as to have regulated his future 
conduct by the rules of honor and diſcre- 
tion.“ © I once hoped it had done ſo, ſaid 
Mr. Thompſon, but he has ſuch inſtability 
and impetuofity in his diſpoſition, at the 
fame time, generous and unſuſpecting, that 
he is too open to the artifices of mankind, 
who flatter his foibles, and, too referved to 
his friends who have his real intereſt at 

heart. 
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9 


heart.“ “ Such is too often the caſe with 
headſtrong youth, anſwered Mr. Worthy, 
whoſe paſſions have not been checked and 
guided right at an early period of life. But 
endeavor, if poſſible, to draw him from 
theſe young men. Mrs. Rivers, added he, 
is ſet off this day for Aix, without any 
appearance of compunction or remorſe ; I 


added a trifle to Sir William's preſent, ſo 


that her purſe is pretty well repleniſhed, and 


I fear, whilſt that is the caſe, ſhe will be 


thoughtleſs as much as ever.” 


Lord Stormer entered the room as his 
friends were going to ſeek him, he was now 
more compoſed and was about addreſſing Mr, 
Worthy, when he interrupted him, © come, 
come, no long ſpeeches, I know all you 
have to ſay, you think me a conjuror, no 
doubt, for finding out fuch a profound ſecret, 
but no matter if I can conjure you into hap. 
pineſs, that's all you have to do with it; at 
preſent you may take leave on parole of ho- 


nor, that you return in the morning, when 
II 6 you 
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you ſhall be at liberty to ſay all the fine 
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things you pleaſe— to my daughter. What 


then, cried Lord Stormer, will you not per- 


mit me to ſee Miſs. Worthy again to night?” 
« No, indeed I will not, the poor girl's 
ſpirits have been ſufficiently hurried, for jv: 
had her ſecrets too, ſaid Mr. Worthy, ſmil- 
ing, and requires time to. be compoſcd, 


therefore, my good friend, obſerve your 


parole and return to-morrow; go, added he, 
giving him a gentle puſh, you. ſhall not 
ipeak another word.“ 


Lord Stormer and Mr. Thompſon quit- 
ted the houſe without any reply, only a low 
bow, and a look from the former, expret- 
five of every feeling of his heart. What 
a happy event! ſaid he to his friend, I can 
hardly believe my ſenſes, beloved by Mits 
Worthy, and acknowledged as his ſon by 
her father, I am bleſſed to the utmoſt extent 
of my wiſhes; and. yet, there muſt ever be 
a drawback on human filicity. I cannot re- 
collect, without infinite pain, thoſe large 

| ſums 


re! 
th 
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ſums loſt at the gaming table, and ſquandered 
on a worthleſs woman, which, had I poſſeſſed, 


would have rendered me more worthy my 


preſent delightful proſpects.” Let that 
remembrance, rephed Mr. Thompſon, no 
otherways affect you than as a Pharaos to pre- 
ſerve you from future error. Mr. Worthy and 


his amiable daughter are above being influ- 


enced by ſuch paltry conſiderations. I] re- 


joice in the happineſs that awaits you, though 


| fear Sir William has not fortitude enough 
to bear his own diſappointment, and the 
completion of your wiſhes.” Would to 
Heaven, ſaid Lord Stormer, that I could 
reſtore him to himſelf, and detach him from 
thoſe purſuits which mult end in diſgrace and 
ruin 1f not timely prevented,” 


They were now arrived home, but Sir 
William was not there, nor did they ſee 
him until the next morning when they pur- 
poſely waited breakfaſt for him. He came 


into the room at a very late hour, and ap- 


peared. ſurpriſed at ſeeing Lord Stormer; 
| ah! 
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ah! faid he, Lord Störmer! why, ] ſuppoſ. 
ed you had been ſeveral miles off by thi, 
time,” I hope, replied his lordſhip, you 
did not expect any ſuch thing, for 1 mutt 
certainly complain of your neglect of com. 
moa politeneſs if you really believed I ſhould 
leave Bruſſels this morning.” Well then, 
anſwered he careleſsly, I was miſinformed, MW 

for I underſtood ſo from Mr. Thompſon, * 


adding, unconſcious of the reproach implied mi 
in Lord Stormer's words, but I thought you th! 
would not ſummon ſufficient reſolution to | eſt 
forego the ſight of Miſs Worthy ; however, ” 
I fear we ſhall both wear the willow, for an {MW 


Italian nobleman, a friend of the Marquis 
Mareſcotti, is, I hear, deeply enamoured of 
her, and thinks of applying to her father.” 
Then his application will be too late, ſaid 
Mr. Thompſon, coldly, for the young lady, 
to my knowledge, is engaged.” Enga- 
ged,” replied Sir William, in a tone of ſur— 
priſe, to whom, pray, is ſhe engaged? to 
your friend, Lord Stormer, anſwered Mr. 
Thompſon ; to Lord Stormer ! is it poſſible, 
| cried 


ppoſ- 
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| cried he, yes, my dear Sir William, I am, 
indeed, happy beyond my deſerts or expec- 
F tations, I have Mr. Worthy's ſanction to 
| addreſs his lovely daughter ; and am em- 


boldened to hope I may ſucceed, ſaid Lord 
Stormer. And pray, returned the other in 
a ſneering tone, what is become of thoſe fine 
heroic ſentiments you uttered t'other day, 
« when honor and ſentiment would not per- 
mit you to offer a bankrupt to Mifs Wor- 
thy, nor pride ſuffer you to owe the re- 
eſtabliſhment of your fortune to a wife?” 
my ſentiments remain unchanged, Sir Wil- 
liam, replied Lord Stormer, although cir- 


cumſtances have altered my firſt intentions, 


| never did preſume to addreſs the lady; 
your friend, Mr. Thompion, will inform 


you of the unexpected generobty of Mr. 


Worthy, which I muſt have been more or 
leſs than man to have refuſed, though con- 
ſcious unworthineſs will repreſs and cauſe 
ſome abatement in that perfect felicity l muſt 
otherwiſe ſeel.“ 


He 
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He then roſe and left the room, whilt 
Mr. Thompſon repeated to the aſtoniſhed 
Baronet tne ſcenes of the preceding day: 
when he had finiſhed his narration, the other 


fat ſome time filent, at laſt, I with him joy 


of his good fortune, ſaid he, coldly, though 
diſintereſted as Mr. Worthy may appear to 
be, there 1s a poſſibility, the propoſals of the 


Italian Count may ſtagger his reſolutions and 


the young lady's conſtancy.” „Mr. Wor. 
thy is a man of honor, replied Mr. Thomp- 
fon, with ſome aſperity, he neither takes up 
a reſolution lightly, nor foregoes it when he 
has made it. A man of ſenſe and ſtability, 
ſir, is above ſacrificing his opinion to the al- 
lurements of the world, or give up worthy 
tried friends for new connections.” This 
was ſpoken with an emphaſis that could not 
paſs unnoticed, and Sir William haughtily 
replied, Mr. Thompſon, no doubt, will 
find his account in attaching himſelf to ſuch 
wonderful characters.” Jou treat me ill, 
fir, ſaid Mr, Thompſon, you are no ſtran- 
ger to my friendſhip for you, and earneſt 
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deſire to fulfil the duties I think incumbent 
in my ſituation. I am much older than 
yourſelf, I have experienced ſuch misfor- 
tunes as are the ſchool of wiſdom. You are 
almoſt new to the. world, and with a gene- 
roſity of diſpoſition which leaves you too 
open to the deceits of mankind. 5 
When I promiſed Lady Beaumont to ac- 

company her beloved ſon, it was in the hope 
of being thought deſerving your friendſhip, 
of being permitted freely to warn you of the 
rocks and quickſands young men of faſhion 
are apt to ſtumble on when they firſt go 
abroad; and carefully to watch over your 
health. The latter, I thank Heaven, is now 
re-eſtabliſhed, how long you may preſerve 
it from the effects of ſuch irregularities is 
not to be ſaid. But I will not live to be 
conſidered as an intruder, or 'ſpy* as you un- 
kindly called me, I wiſh to aſſure you I am 
your true friend, and if you ceaſe to think of 
me in that light, 'tis time we ſhould part, 
* It is, indeed, replied Sir William, riſing, 
for 
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for I certainly will be maſter of my own ac- 


tions, and at liberty to chuſe my own ac- 
quaintance. Friendſhip, when extended to 
give advice unaſked, is, in my opinion offi- 
ciouſneſs.“ He then quitted the room, 
leaving Mr. Thompſon extremely concern- 
ed and mortified. He remained ſome time 
buried 'n thought, when Lord Stormer 
came into the room dreſſed for his viſit to Miſs 
Worthy, he could not avoid repeating to his 
lordſhip what had paſſed between Sir William 
and him, and declared his intention of writing 
immediately to Lady Beaumont. 


Lord Stormer felt ſincere concern for Sir 
William, ve muſt not give him up, ſaid 
he, I will ſtill endeavor to gain his confi- 
dence, and, if poſſible, wean him from his 
companions.” Mr. Thompſon excuſed him- 
ſelf from attending his lordſhip to Mr Wor- 
thy's, that he might write Mr. Thornhill 
and Lady Beaumont. Lord Stormer flew 
to the houſe under much agitation, to be 
permitted to addreſs Miſs Worthy, was hap- 
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pineſs ſo exquiſite, he could ſcarcely believe 
his ſenſes, and when received by Mr. Wor- 
thy and introduced to his daughter, his 
emotions for ſome time deprived him of the 
power to acknowledge his ſenſe of her con- 
deſenſion in his favor. Miſs Worthy, ſu- 
perior to the little vanity of enjoying his con- 
fuſion, as ſoon as ſhe could recover herſelf, 
received him with that modelt approbation a 
young woman of delicacy may be allowed to 
beſtow on the man her father recommends ; 
and he had reaſon to believe that recom- 
mendation was not an unwelcome one. Mr. 
and Mrs. Worthy ſoon joined them, the 


former ſaid, in leſs than a month he expect- 
ed his fon and Colonel Sternheim, and then, 
added he, I hope to get rid of all my cares 


at once, by throwing my girls and my money 
into the hands of a couple of worthy fellows. 
But come, Stormer, walk along with me, 


a ſhort 7272-4-7272 is ſufficient to explain the 


ſentiments of the heart, and I want to have 
a little ſerious talk with you myſelf. Lord 
Stormer followed him rather reluctantly, but, 

however, 
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however, thought it his duty to obey, and 
with a low bow, and looks more expreſſive 
than words, to his charming miſtreſs, he 
quitted the room; and attended Mr, Wor. 
thy into his ſtudy. As to your affairs, my 
Jord, ſaid he, on entering, you will make 
out, at your leiſure, an exa& account of 
them, and every thing ſhall be made eaſy, 


for I have money enough, but you mult pay, 


what, perhaps, you will think, a high price 
for this little accommodation; no leſs than a 
promiſe of ſpending, at leaſt, ſix months 
every other year with Mrs. Worthy and my- 
ſelf during our lives, and that you will not 
carry my daughter to England *till next 
ſpring.” „Do you call this paying a high 
price for your bounty, my dear Mr. Worthy ? 
be aſſured every thing that contributes to 
your happineſs muſt enfure mine, and that 
the days I ſhall paſs with you I ſhall think 
the happieſt ' of my life; to poſſeſs your be- 
loved daughter and to live with her in the 
boſom of her reſpectable family is the higheſt 
felicity I have any idea of,” © Well _ 
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ſaid the other that affair is ſettled, and now 
] want to know a little more of your friend 
Thompſon, he appears a very deſerving 
man, but J fear he is not an independent 
one.” © No, replied Lord Stormer, but with 
your leave, he ſhall be ſo, when I am en- 
abled to ſettle ſomething on him.” * But 
you ſhall have no ſuch leave, other peo- 
ple, fir, may wiſh to ſerve a worthy man as 1 
well as yourſelf, ſo pray let me hear all about 1 


him.” His lordſhip then repeated all the 1 
particulars which he had heard from Sir 1 
William, and his ſentiments and behavior bi 
which had fell within his own knowledge, I 1 
think, ſaid Mr. Worthy, if he would like to 


reſide in Bruſſels, I could ſerve him in a way be 
which to a man of his ſpirit would be prefer- 
able to an obligation of any pecuniary ſettle- 
ment, which nevertheleſs he ſhall have if my 
other propoſal does not meet his approba- 
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tite, which too much love would ſpoil with. 
out a ſmall abſence. Lord Stormer felt too 
happy to go into public walks, or join 
in frivolous converſation; he returned, 
therefore, in ſearch of Mr. Thompſon, to 
whom he communicated his delightful prof. 
pects, and Mr. Worthy's requeſt, that he 
would join their party in the evening. Sir 
William, mean time, repaired to his Ita- 
lian friends, extremely mortified at Lord 
Stormer's fucceſs, and much diſpleaſed with 
the other's impertinence as he called it. 
Having repeated to them his morning intel- 


ligence, the Italian nobleman, who thought 


of paying his addreſſes to Miſs Worthy, was 
much enraged at his diſappointment, for, in 
truth, though the lady was very amiable, and 
exceedingly admired, yet her charms were 
only a ſecondary conſideration with him, the 
immenſe wealth her father poſſeſſed, and a 
proſpect of at leaſt fifty or ſixty thouland 
pounds, was his chief inducement. “ Curſe 
that inſipid fellow, cried he, to rob me of 
my prize, and that romantic fellow, her fa- 
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cher, to beſtow her on a beggerly lord! is 
| there no way to prevent the match? «+ I be- 
lieve not, replied Sir William, Thompſon 
told me there was an actual engagement, and 
[ ſuſpe&t he had no {mall ſhare in bringing 
it about.“ Then my revenge ſhall fall on 
him, I owe the fellow a grudge for his im- 
pertinence to you, therefore let him look 
ſharp to himſelf,” Thele gentlemen all then 
adjourned to the houſe of a celebrated lady, 
where wine and women, for a time, turned 
the current of their ideas another way. 
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When Mr. Thompſon arrived in the 
evening at Mr. Worthy's, that gentleman 
took him into his ſtudy, ©* You will par- 
don the liberty I am about to take Mr. 
Thompfon, but I wiſh to be informed if you 
have any particular connexions in England, 
or whether it would be agreeable to you to re- 
ſde in Bruſſels, if circumſtances could make 
it commodious and profitable to you? © Your 
attention to me, ſir, does me great honor, 
PF Epic Mr. Thompſon, I hve one noble 
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good friend in England; but 1 have no fa. 
mily connexions, and am at liberty to reſide 
where I pleaſe; for I believe, my engagement 
with Sir William Beaumont is at an end, 
« Then, fir, I will venture to make you a 


propoſal the Engliſn miniſter is in want of 


a ſecretary, it was mentioned to me yeſter- 
day by himſelf, that his ſecretary had died 
that morning, I inſtantly thought of you, he 
has no objection to any gentleman of cha- 
racter who is converſant in the languages; 1 
aſked him if he had any particular engage- 
ment, he told me no, I then requeſted him to 
wait a day or two, which he kindly promiſed. 


Yeſterday we were all too buſy, beſides, 
I wiſhed to know of Lord Stormer your pre- 
ſent proſpects; finding you are at liberty, ! 
am ſure of obtaining this employment for 
you if you approve of it. The falary is 
worth about five hundred pounds a year, 
Engliſh money, and there are ſome other 
little advantages, you will live free of all ex- 


pence in the miniſter's houſe, and you will 
find 
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find him a ſenſible, worthy, good man. 
Now, fir, what ſay you to my propoſal ? 
« That I accept it, my dear fir, with the 
warmeſt gratitude, and believe me, that it 


! will be no ſmall addition to my happineſs 
5 that I ſhall be indebted to you for it.” Well 
- then, to morrow at ten o'clock I will accom- 
| pany you to the governor's, and now we'll 
e join our friends and the lovers. 

| = 

[ 


The next morning Mr. Thompſon was 
introduced by Mr. Worthy to the miniſter, 
0 who was extremely ſatisfied with him, and 


d. ordered the appointment to be immediately 

made out, and requeſted his reſidence with 
Sy him within a day or two, When Mr, 
e- Thompſon returned and had received the 
1 congratulations of Lord Stormer, he deter- 
for mined to wait the riſing of Sir William, who 
18 ſeldom now came from his apartment till 
ar, noon, and having parted with him the day 
ner before in high diſpleaſure, he imagined 
ex- would be diſpoſed to treat him very caver- 
will 


lierly. On his entrance into the room, he 
VOL. III. Il bowed 


. IE FINE Oe * > I x 
- — Im — —— 


i" 
" 
1 
f ; 
qi 
3 
1 
| 
1 
1 
1 
1 
10 
WH} 
1 
"| 
„ 
al 
h 
* 
4 
if 
» W 
1 
0 
lt 
A 
"1. 
in 
\f 
Wl 
| 4K 
Mm 
ts 
, 
wn | 
. 5 
[ 
10 
4 
9 
. 
ve 
i 
£ 1 
*44 1 
4» 
. 
. 
95 
4 
"a 
N. 
i 
Si 
ml + 
I! : 
is 
Ut 
iy 
T1 
1 
it 
F 
gh {1 
| 
$ : 
_ 
i 
TT 
1 
. 
18 
1 
1 
+ 
1 
17 
: 
[ 
1 
4 
. 
et 
. 
- 19 
"n 
oy 
7 
wy! 
Wn: 
. 
„ 
. A 1 
i. 
+ 
1. 
„ 
3% 
+ 
2.7 
£1 
* 
-h 
bw | 
ig 
We | 
. 


2 


170 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


bowed coolly to Mr. Thompſon, which the 
other returned, and finding he was not dif. 
poſed to ſpeak firſt, thus addreſſed him. 
ce J am very much concerned, Sir William, 
to find I have given you any cauſe for diſ- 
pleaſure, though I cannot accuſe myſelf cf 
deſerving it. 1 have endeavored to do my 
duty, to ſpeak to you on your preſent pur- 
ſuits as became a friend and a gentleman; 
I never conſidered poverty as a reproach, 


nor that being confined in my circumſtances 


ſhould preclude me from declaring my ſen- 
timents. In me you have found a real friend, 
zealous for your honor and happineſs,” — 
ce never endeavored to leſſen your merits, 
fir, replied the Baronet, but zeal miſpla- 


ced is oftentimes officious and troubleſome, 
«Well, fir, re- 


as I have ſaid before.“ 
turned Mr. Thompſon, this will be the laſt 
time I ſhall incur that reproach; ſuffer me 
then, my dear Sir William, to beg—to en- 
treat, you will conſider what you owe to 
your own honor, and to the happineſs of 


your amiable mother. When firſt you came 
here 
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here you was reſpected and eſteemed by eve- 
ry worthy character ; a ſmall diſappointment, 
more in imagination than reality, induced 
you to ſeek, what you called, cheerful com- 
pany ; behold the conſequence, you are en- 
gaged 1n riots and debauchery, your income 


vill not be ſufficient to ſupply your extrava-- 


gancies, you have already forfeited the 
eſteem of good men, you will ſhortly be deſ- 
piſed by all, and deſerted by the companions 
of your riots. Conſider what you muſt loſe, 


and how very little you have to gain, the 
trifling approbation of men who are in no 


eſtimation, and the riſque of endangering 
your health as well as your principles.” Well 
fir, ſaid Sir William, is this laſt ſermon of 
your's yet finiſned? yes, ſir, replied Mr. 
Thompſon, riſing I have done, I wiſh you 
all happineſs, this day I leave you; T am ap- 
pointed ſecretary to the Engliſh miniſter, and 
| hope, in a ſhort time, ſhall repay Lady 
Beaumont my pecuniary obligations, which, 
as I was not permitted to deſerve, I certainly 
mall not retain, And if, on any future occa- 

1 2 ſion, 
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ſion, my ſituation or friendſhip can be of 


real ſervice to you, you may always com- 


mand it, though anaſeed, I never ſhall ap- 
proach you more.“ Saying this, with a low 
bow, he quitted the room, leaving Sir Wil- 
liam in the higheſt aſtoniſhment poſſible, to 
hear of ſuch an appointment, and to find he 
was independent of him. He walked about 
the room in the greateſt agitation “ this is 


Stormer's doings, through the intereſt of 


Mr. Worthy, and out of ſpite to me; how 
inſolent he carried it! ſecretary! the devil, 
I would give a hundred pounds to have him 
diſappointed - but now I talk of a hundred 
pounds [ muſt write to my mother for mo- 
ney, my own allowance is gone perhaps that 
fellow) will be revengeful enough to write 
and ſet her againſt me, but if I find he does, 


by Heaven Mr. Secretary ſhall have his 


tongue ſlit.” Mr. Thompſon was as much 
hurt as Sir William, but it was from per- 
ceiving he had entirely loſt all influence with 
him, yet he determined ſecretly to watch 
his motions and ſerve him if he ever ſhould 
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want a friend. He was now happily ſettled, 


Lord Stormer ſpent all his time between 


him and Miſs Worthy, and was impatiently 


longing for the arrival of captain Worthy 


and his friend, to make his happineſs com- 


plete; we muſt now leave them and Sir 
William, purſuing different amuſements, and 
enjoying very different gratifications in Bruſ- 
ſels, whilſt we return to Lady Beaumont and 
Miſs Maybank, — 


CHAP. XXX. 


THE GOOD EFFECTS OF FIRMNESS, ACCOM= 
PANIED WITH GENTLENESS. 


ADY Beaumont and her niece arrived 
ſafe through their journey to Lochbar 


Caſtle; the good old ſteward, who had been 
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hourly expecting them, was on the look out, 
and no ſooner ſaw the carriage at the gate 
than he flew to meet it: he melted into 
tears at ſight of Miſs Maybank, nor was ſhe 
unmoved, many tender emotions aroſe on 
entering thoſe gates where ſhe once reſided 
vith her beloved mother. Welcome my 

car young lady, a thouſand times wel- 
come, ſaid the affectionate old man, thank 
Heaven you are come to ſettle all our dif- 
ferences, tho' very unexpected I believe, but 
by me. He then paid his reſpects to Lady 


Beaumont, and conducted the ladies Into the 


houſe, without any previous notice given to 
Mrs. Nelſon, whoſe apartment being in tlie 
garden front, ſne knew nothing of their ar- 
rival. Entering the dining parlour, Miſs 
Maybank rung the bell with an air of autho- 
rity, a man ſervant, who was a ſtranger to 
her, entered with an air of ſurpriſe at ſeeing 
ladies; let Mrs. Nelſon know, Miſo May- 
bank, your late lord's daughter, is here, and 
bid the houſe-keeper come to me. The 
man, all aſtoniſhment, repeated the word, 
A | houſe- keeper! 


* 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 1375 


houſe-keeper | adding, © we have no houſe- 
keeper but Mrs. Nelſon, madam;“ Well 
then, inform her I am here, and bid the 
houſe-maids attend me. The man bowed 
and withdrew. Ah, madam, cried the ſtew- 
ard, you will find all new faces except the 
cook, Mrs. Nelſon has not, ſurely, pre- 
ſuined to diſcharge any of my ſervants, faid 
Miſs Maybank, no, madam, replied he, they 
were all changed in my lord's life-time, | 
when he brought home Mrs. Nelſon to be 
our miſtreſs. They heard now a great con- 
fuſion in the houſe, opening and ſhutting 
doors, and no one made their appearance, 
Miſs Maybank then requeſted the ſteward to 
go to the ſervants and announce her arrival, 
and alſo to order ſome refreſhment. He 
preſently returned with the cook and two 
houte- maids, the former acknowledged her 
miſtreſs with great joy, and the others re- 
ceived her orders to prepare the two beſt 
apartments with ſubmiſſion, though with 
evident marks of wonder. Whilſt the ladies 
were taking ſome refreſhment the man ſer- 
I 4 vant 
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vant returned with © Mrs. Nelſon's compli. 


ments, that ſhe deſired to be excuſed ſeeing 


Miſs Maybank, but ſhe had no objection to 
the ladies ſleeping in the houſe for hat night, 
but Miſs Maybank muſt know the caſtle be- 
longed to her; and that her attorney mul 


ſettle matters with her, but ſhe muſt requeſt 


her removal the next day, as * was no. 
well, and could ſce no compan 7. 


This inſolent meſſage threw the ladies into 


ſome confuſion, and made the old ſteward 
ſtamp with paſſion, „give me orders, my 
dear young madam, and I will go up and 
force her door open and turn her out of the 
houſe, be the conſequence what it may,” 
ſaid he; no, returned Miſs Maybank, I will 
have no violence uſed towards her, my fa- 


ther thought fit to make her the miſtreſs of 


his ſervants, and ſhe ſhall receive no ill 
treatment from me.” © You are right my 
love, ſaid Lady Beaumont, reſpect your fa- 
ther's memory, and avoid coming to extre- 


mities, if poſſible,” After a few moments 


conſideration; 
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conſideration, ſhe aſked where the gardener 


now lived, at a pretty little houſe, about a 
mile from the caſtle, anſwered the ſteward, 


c well then, replied Miſs Maybank, you 


ſhall accompany me there, if you, madam, 
will have the goodneſs to remain here alone 
till my return,” © with all my heart, replied 
Lady Beaumont, tis neceſſary we ſhould 
keep poſſeſſion now we are here.” Miſs 
Maybank then proceeded, accompanied by 
the ſteward, and very quickly arrived at the 
houſe ; they knocked at the door which was 
immediately opened by the man himſelf, 


who ſtarted, turned pale as death, and was 


ready to ſink at ſeeing his young miſtreſs. 
« How do youu do, Robert, ſaid ſhe, walk- 
ing in, without appearing to notice his diſ- 
treſs, or waiting for an invitation, you have 
got a comfortable habitation, I am glad my 
father conſidered his old ſervants in his life- 
time,” Yes, yes—my lady, ſtammered he, 
my lord was very good to me.” Well, 
Robert, ſaid ſhe, ſitting down, I am come 


to have a little converſation with you, you 
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did not expect to ſee me, I ſuppoſe? «© no, 
madam, replied the man in great confuſion, 
we heard your ladyſhip was going to be mar- 
ried,” © Do not be uneaſy, Robert, return- 
ed Miſs Maybank, I am not diſpoſed to be 
angry at any occurrences that have happened, 
my father had a right to do what he pleaſed, 
and you will find in me a friend ready to 
promote the intereſt of your family if they 
deſerve it; and I am ſure, my old friend, 
you have too much reſpect for your late 
maſter, and too much ſenſe of gratitude to 
the memory of your late ever honored miſ- 


or wrong their only child.” 


This mildneſs was what the man was en- 
tirely unprepared for, he could not ſtand it, 
but turned aſide his head and burſt into tears. 

Don't weep, Robert, reſumed the young 
lady, I can make great allowances, your 
daughter has, for ſome time, been miſtreſs 
of the caſtle, *tis natural ſhe ſhould with to 
remain fo, the means ſhe has made uſe of 
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were wrong, that's all I blame her for. 


She knows —you know—my father made no 
ſettlement on her, or proviſion for any future 
bent. He died without a will, he declared 
on his death bed, before reſpectable witneſ- 
ſes, that he had made no ſettlement on Mrs. 
Nelſon, but he alſo ſaid it was his intention 
to do it, and named the ſum deſigned for 
her and hers. His intention ſhall be religi- 
ouſly fulfilled by me; nay, rather exceeded, 
if ſhe behaves properlv. Do you then, Ro- 
bert, talk to your daughter, tell her what I 
lay, perſuade her to reſign that iniquituous 
bond ſhe talks of poſſeſſing, warn her of the 
evil conſequences attending her refuſal, and 
let her be grateful for my tenderneſs to her 
ſituation, which makes me prefer mild me- 
thods, rather than have recourſe to a court 
of juſtice, where her ſhame would be made 
public, and where fhe muſt expect to meet 
the puniſhment due to forgery and impoſi- 
tion.“ Here Miſs Maybank ſtopped to ob- 
ſerve the emotions of Robert, he turned pale 
and red alternately, twiſted his neck a hun- 
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dred ways, but at laſt, overcome with terror 
at the mention of a court of juſtice, he drop- 
ped at her feet, and in a ſupplicating atti- 
tude. Pardon me, madam; promiſe to par- 
don me and my unhappy child and I will 
tell you all! * do promiſe you, anſwered 
ſhe, not only pardon, but protection; I will 
be a friend to you and yours. Well then, 
madam, *twas Lawyer Macnally that per- 
ſuaded her to have that bond and deed, he 
drew it up and promiſed to ſwear he did it 
by my lord's order, and in his life-time, I 
never was very well ſatisfied, but he ſaid he 
knew it was my lord's intention, and beſides, 
that it was but reaſonable he ſhould provide 
for his own child, and fo I conſented to ſet 
my hand as a witneſs, and the lawyer got ano- 
ther man, I don't know who, to do the ſame. 
« And who has theſe papers?” aſked Miſs 
 Maybank, © my daughter has a copy, but 
the lawyer keeps the deeds.” Well, Robert, 
go to your daughter, let her know the infor- 
mation you have given me, and that I actu- 
ally have a deed with me to ſecure to her 
| the 


Wu - 


ö 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 187 


the ſums my ſteward firſt mentioned to her, 


which I will give her poſſeſſion of, and do 
more for her than ſhe can have a right to 


expect, if ſhe conducts herſelf properly; if 


not, ſne muſt take the conſequence. Say- 
ing this ſhe left the old man, and ordered 
the ſteward to go off directly to Macnally's, 


repeat the information they had gained, and 


to take two or three perſons with him to 
frighten him into giving up the bond, if 
poſſible.— She now returned to Lady Beau- 
mont, who warmly applauded her behavior, 
and informed her, that © during her abſence 
the cook came in and told her Mrs. Nelſon 


had ſent off a man and horſe to Lawyer 
Macnally, who was her great crony, and 


ſhe believed there was more between them 
than there ought to be.” Ah! ſaid Miſs 
Maybank, then I fear we have but half ſuc- 
ceeded if her meſſenger reackes him before 
the ſteward. 


The cook now brought in a good dinner, 


for none of the other ſervants, who were hired 
by 
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by Mrs. Nelſon, would attend, In the 


mean time Robert viſited his daughter, who 


no ſooner heard what had happened than ſhe 
flew into a violent paſſion, abuſed her father, 
called him fool and dotard, but declared his 
teſtimony ſignified nothing, ſhe had other 
witneſſes to prove the deed, and that, if he 
did not unſay every thing he had told Miſs 
Maybank ſhe would indite him for perjury, 
and Lawyer Macnally ſhould make him fly 
the country, and ſtarve in a foreign land, 


This outrageous and unnatural behavior 


at once turned the ſcale, Robert, after his 


fright was over, which drew from him the 
confeſſion before mentioned, began a little 
to repent, and had his daughter ſoothed and 


perſuaded him, poſſibly he might have been 


brought to retract, but her violence deter- 
mined him at once. © Baſe ungrateiul 
huſſey! ſaid he, expect no more favor from 


me, I will go to my young lady and join her 


againſt you.” —He haſtened out of the 100m, 


and being admitted into the parlour, repeat- 
ed 
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ed what had paſſed. © Robert, ſaid Mis 
Maybank, for your ſake I am willing to 
ſpare your daughter, I will ſee her, conduct 
us to her room without any notice, and I 
truſt all things will turn out well.” He ac- 
quieſced 1n her deſire, and they followed 
him ſoftly to her room whilſt the ſervants 
were at dinner when he came to the door 
it was locked, he knocked, © open the door, 
Dolly, ſaid he, I am a little cooller and want 
to talk with you.” She unlocked, and in- 
ſtantly the ladies entered the room before 


ſhe had power to cloſe the door; on ſeeing 


them ſhe ſcreamed and ran to the other-end 
of the room. © Don't hurry yourſelf Mrs, 
Nelſon, ſaid Miſs Maybank, mildly, in me 
you will fee a friend if 'tis not your own 
fault.” She then repeated every thing ſhe 
had ſaid to her father, mentioned his con- 
feſſion, and added, we have now poſſeſſion 
of the caſtle; I have ordered perſons to at- 
tend and guard your door, no Lawyer Mac- 
nally ſhall enter this houſe. Conſider well, 


therefore, what you are about, and whether 


4 
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it is moſt for your intereſt to make a friend 
of me, or to ſupport a baſe claim in a court 
of juſtice, where, you muſt know, your vil- 
lainy will be diſcovered, and a moſt dreadful 
puniſhment await your crimes.” “Woman! 
added Lady Beaumont, ſternly, profit by 
the goodneſs and clemency of my niece, or 
tremble for your fate. I heard my brother, 
on his death bed, declare he had made you 
0 ſettlement, he recommended you to the 
mercy of my niece ; ſhe will amply provide 
for you if you deſerve it by repentance, 
otherwiſe dreadful will be your fate.” 
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The unhappy woman was now overcome, 
her contending emotions almoſt deprived 
her of life, and ſhe ſunk fainting into a 
chair. Mis Maybank haſtened to her aſſiſt- 
ance, the father burſt into tears; Dolly, pray 
dear Dolly, confeſs all; O, my child will 
die, exclaimed he, Lady Beaumont exerted 
herſelf to comfort him, whilſt Miſs Maybank 
was employed in recovering her; © Why 
will you needleſsly terrify yourſelf, ſaid ſhe an 

to 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 185 


to her, have I not already aſſured you I will 
be your friend? do not force me to act con- 


trary to my inclination; for my father's ſake 


[| will provide for you beyond his wiſhes, 
and for his ſake will love and protect the ob- 
ject which ſhall owe its being to him look 
up and remember all here are diſpoſed to be 
your friends.” Oh! madam, cried ſhe, try- 
ing to fall on her knees, which the young 
lady prevented, your goodneſs, your gentle- 
neſs has conquered; I could have borne 
paſſion and reproaches, I ſhould have been 


hardened, but I cannot ſtand againſt your 


kindneſs, I will confeſs all, I will deliver up 
the copy of that wicked bond, and throw 


myſelf on your mercy.” * Now, faid Miſs 


Maybank, you are the good young woman 
J hoped to find you. You have been miſled 
by wicked advice, but your heart is not cor- 
rupt, you will atone for your paſt errors by 
your future behavior, and live to rejoice in 
your recovery from thoſe paths of guilt, 
which, if purſued muſt end in wretchedneſs 


and deſpair=Mrs, Nelſon now aroſe, un- 


locked 
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locked a ſmall cabinet, and with a flood of 
tears put the bond into the hands of Miz 
Maybank, who receiving it from her, ſaid, 
to- morrow you ſhall receive another from mz, 
and find I will ſtrictly keep my word; mean 
time come down, reſume your command in 
the houſe, and you ſhall ſee J will autkocif: 
the reſpect you may claim from the {- 
vants.“ © Comfort your daughter, faid 
Lady Beaumont to her father, and depend 
upon our word to be friends to you both,” 
With theſe words they left the room ſceing 
both were in tears. © I cannot enough ap- 


1 plaud your reſolutien and gentleneſs, my 


dear Louiſa, ſaid Lady Beaumont, you have 
conquered, by your irreſiſtable eloguence, a 
pretty hardened heart, and, I believe, n 
other method than the one you have taken 
would have ſucceeded.” „A ſenſe of guilt 
often hardens a wicked mind, and reproaches 
which they naturally expect, they are callous 


to—1t there is one ſpark of goodneſs, or 


feeling in their compoſition, 'tis taken by 


ſurpriſe when they mect a gentleneſs entirely 


unexpected j 
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unexpected; this ſpark was all I had to truſt 
to, for I am confident the ſame ſpirit which 
made her treat her father ill, would have ope- 
rated againſt me, had I condeſcended to 
reproach or abuſe her,” © The event has 
juſtified your prudence, replied Lady Beau- 
mont, and we ſhall find now, I think, but 
little difficulty with the lawyer.” Indeed 
they met with none, the ſteward and two 
friends he took with him to Macnally's houle, 
found him at home, and the ſteward very 
abruptly told him, he came to demand a 
bond he pretended to have made by the late 
Lord Maybank's order. That Mis May- 
bank and Lady Beaumont were now at the 
houſe, and in poſſeſſion of the whole tranſ- 
action, by the confeſſion of Mrs. Nelſon 
and her father; ** the officers of juſtice wait 
for my orders to arrive and ſeize you, added 
he, the young lady is willing to ſpare your 
fame and life; if, therefore, you give up the 
bond quietly, you will hear no more of the 
affair, otherwiſe one of theſe ſhall go off 
whilſt we guard you, and bring the officers.” 
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He pauſed a little; and at laſt ſaid, well then 
I will go up and fetch the bond, but I drey 
it by Mrs, Nelſon's orders he then turned 
to leave the room, they followed him, he 
oppoſed it at firſt, but finding they were re- 
ſolute, he ſubmitted; in his room he un- 
locked a bureau, and in an inſtant tore the 
bond in pieces, the name and ſeal he abſo- 
lutely cramed into his mouth, and with ſome 
difficulty ſwallowed, © There, ſaid he, 
carry thoſe pieces to your miſtreſs, and now 
do your worſt, for the copy is neither ſigned 
nor ſcaled.“ They gathered up the frag- 
ments, and highly pleaſed, returned to Mil: 


Maybank. 


Thus, in a few hours, by her activity and 


good judgment, an affair, which ſeemed to 


threaten her with much trouble, was entirely 


decided more to her wiſhes than expecta- 


tions. She learned afterwards from Mrs. 
Nelſon, that ſhe had promiſed to ſign a 
bond, as the very next day, to marry the 
lawyer ſoon as ſhe was brought to bed, and 
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to appoint him guardian to her child if it 
lived. Thus the iniquitous deſign was de- 
feated, and Macnally diſappointed of his 


| prey. 


In two or three days Miſs Maybank's ar- 


rival being known the caſtle was crouded 
| with company, many of whom had never 


viſited there in the life-time of her father, 
but who eſteemed the character of his daugh- 


| ter, and ſhe found herſelf highly gratified in 


the reſpect paid to Lady Beaumont and her- 
ſelf, They had been at the caſtle about a 
week when two letters, which were forwarded 
almoſt immediately after them, came to 
hand, one was for Lady Beaumont, from 
her ſon, giving her an account of the de- 
nouement of Mrs. Rivers's ſiniſter deſigns, 
of his diſappointment as to Miſs Marianne 
Worthy, and his having formed ſome very va- 
luable connexions; mentioned Mr. 'Thomp- 
ſon and Lord Stormer but very ſlightly, 
and concluded with ſaying, he intended to 


remain ſome time at Bruſſels.” This letter, 
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though it contained nothing diſpleaſing, was 
yet not very ſatisfactory to Lady Beaumont, 
there was an air of levity in the ſtyle ; the 
little notice he took of Mr. Thompſon hurt 
her; beſides, ſhe had no great opinion of his 
judgment in the choice of his acquaintance; 


in ſhort, though ſhe could not tell where to 


find fault, ſhe was by no means ſatisfied, 
The other letter was from Sir Charles Frank- 
ly, and addreſſed to Miſs Maybank ; ſhe in- 
ſtantly recogniſed the hand, although ſhe had 
ſeen but one letter in the ſame characters, yet 
that letter had made an indelible impreſſion 
on her mind, and it was not without great 
agitation ſne peruſed the following contents: 


TO THE HONORABLE MISS MAYBANKE, 


Deign, madam, to pardon a fecond in- 


truſion, which, had not the change of cir- 


cumſtances given a new, and perhaps, a too 


flattering colour to my fate, I neyer would 
have preſumed to have troubled you with. 
The letter I had the honoggof receiving from 
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you, charming Miſs Maybank! threw me 
into a fit of deſpair, at the fame time I 
| .dored the rectitude of thoſe ſentiments by 
which I was condemned to ſuffer. My re- 
ſpect was too great to permit me to infringe 
your commands; I mourned in tecret, but 
| avoided her preſence, whoſe idea, never, 
for one moment, was abſent from my mind. 
judge then what were my emotions, when 
in- heard that Lord Summers had been reject- 


ad ed, when that marriage, which I hourly 
ret creaded to hear was completed, was broken 
on of. I pitied Lord Summers, alas! my own 
eat wretched ſituation taught me to be generous 
ts: and compaſſionate. + Yet fo ſelfiſh is the 


human heart, his diſappointment gave riſe 
to hopes, perhaps to be as ſeverely puniſhed ! 
feel myſelf unequal to the taſk of expreſ- 


in- 

. on the charming Miſs Maybank, the more 

TY Lam ſenſible 0 my preſumption in requeſt- 

1d ing her permiſſion to be accepted as a can- 

7 didate for her favor. The flattering declara- 

5 uon of your eſteem has been a cordial under 
. VV 


| ling my ſentiments, and the more I reflect 
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the moſt afflictive depreſſion of ſpirits, let | 


me not ſuffer in that ever valued teſtimony 
your compaſſion beſtowed, if I ſolicit per. 
miſſion to renew my viſits on your return to 
England, or if that deſirable event ſhould 
be protracted to any length of time, that! 
may be allowed the liberty of ſometimes 
conveying to you, by my pen, thoſe ſenti- 
ments of admiration, reſpe& and affection, 
with which I am, madam, your truly devot- 
ed and obedient ſervant, 
. CHARLES FRANKLY, 


Although Miſs Maybank had naturally 


expected ſhe ſhould hear from Sir Charles 
Frankly, yet this letter occaſioned her ſome 
painful emotions, at the time ſhe ſo freely 
owned her eſteem for his character, ſhe did 
not ſuppoſe any circumſtances could arile 
which would authoriſe him. to make a plea 
of it in his favor; ſhe felt, therefore, rather 
confuſed at the recollection of expreſſions 
which he had evidently conſtrued in his fa- 


vor; ſhe remembered, in a former letter, 
he 
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he had not preſumed to requeſt an anſwer, 
ſhe now gladly laid hold of that circumſtance 
to avoid replying to his letter, and left him 
at liberty to interpret her ſilence as he plealed. 
The ladies mutually communicated their in- 
telligence, with which neither was perfectly 


ſatisfied, though not able to account for be- 
ing otherwiſe. 


In a very few days Miſs Maybank ſettled 
every thing with Mrs. Nelſon to her ſatis fac- 
tion there was a ſmall eſtate, about twenty 
miles diſtant from the caſtle, on which was a 
farm houſe, and thither it was reſolved ſhe 
ſhould retire for a few months, *till ſhe was 
brought to bed, and then place the child, if 
it lived, with ſome good and careful nurſe, for 
two or three years till fit to be ſent to a ſchool, 
whilſt ſhe was to return to the caſtle and ſu- 
perintend it; for the old ſteward ailowed 
the was careful and a good manager: the 
ſervants were diſcharged, all but the old cook; 
and a new houſe-maid was to be hired in her 
abſence who could know nothing of her af- 

VOL, III. 2 fairs. 


194 ERRO RS OF EDUCATION. 


fairs. She ſubmitted to every regulation 
with great humility, except returning to the 
caſtle; ſhe ſaid, in the place ſhe was going 
to, ſhe might paſs for a widow, and as Miß 
Maybank made her ſuch a handſome allow- 
ance, ſhe could hire a perſon to look after 
the child and reſide there with it, and not 
return where her ſituation would draw on 
her both cenſure and envy. Miſs Maybank 
allowed the juſtneſs of her objections; pre- 
parations were made for her departure, and 
within a fortnight after the ladies arrived, 
ſhe and her father left the caſtle, and wen: 
to reſide at the farm, where they were entire 
ſtrangers, and received with much Kkindnel; 
and attention. The lawyer finding all his 
ſchemes defeated, left that part of the coun- 
try and went to Edinburgh, where, in a 
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populous city, he might get employ, with- 
out his character being detected. The ladies 
had now reſided near a month at the caſtle, 
and having diſpoſed of every thing to their 
wiſhes, began to think of returning to Eng- 
land, which was fixed upon for the tollowing 
week. 
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CHAP: XXX1. 


| PLEASURE, HOW SOON FOLLOWED BY PAIN, 


BOUT three days before their intended 
Journey, Miſs Maybank was agree- 


| ably ſurpriſed by a letter from Lady God- 
 frey, which was dated from Bath, “ Where 


he ſaid her whole family had been for a 
fortnight paſt,” © the ſhadow of Sir Charles 


| Frankly, faid ſhe, is with us, but the heart 


115 travelled to the north and reſts with a cer- 
tain fair one, who, I hope, will know the 


value of the treaſure ſhe retains, and ſoon 
return with it to England,” 1 have alſo 
another piece of news, added ſhe, and that 
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is, all the Summers” family are here, and his 
lordſhip, little ſuſpecting his quondam ac- 
quaintance, Sir Charles, was ever his rival, 
has taken a wonderful fancy to him; and 
what's more, my ſiſter Charlotte is very 


high in his good graces: when firſt we ex- 


changed vilits, the converſation always turn- 
ed on a cruel, charming, obdurate, delight. 
ful female, who had deprived him of happi- 


_ nels for ever; my ſiſter, good girl! beſtowed 


pity, and pity, you know, is a kin to a fill 
more tender paſſion, he began to ſingle her 


out to hear his complaints, theſe inſenſibly 
ſubſided, he is grown more cheerful, naß, 


even laſt night-ventured to dance, I begin to 
have hopes his heart and ſpirits may return 
together. Mrs, Minors 1s in high faſhion 


and flirtation, my mother has ventured to | 


Join Lady Summers once in a little remon- 
ſtrance, but it was ſo ill received that ſhe 
determines to be filent in future. Our ami— 


able friends, Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave, will 


join us next week, if there is any prevalence 
in example, if every virtue, dreſſed by tne 
graces, 
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graces, and every amiable quality of the 
mind; adorned by ſweetneſs of temper and 
the moſt pleaſing vivacity, can raiſe emu- 
lation, and inſpire a laudable deſire of imita- 
tion, we may hope Mrs. Minors will, in Mrs, 
Hargrave, fee how lovely is virtue when 
accompanied by the irreſiſtible charms of 
good humour, and guarded by decorum and 
modeſty ! and now, though laſt, not leaſt, 
in my eſtimation, is my dear Miſs Gerrard, 
who, I muſt inform you, has certainly made 
a conqueſt of Lady Beaumont's worthy 
friend, Mr. Thornhill! what a. deſirable. 
connexion ! Mrs. Hargrave entruſted me 
with the ſecret, and as a proof of my fidelity, 
I communicate it to you, there let it reſt for 
the preſent,” Lady Godfrey concluded her 
letter with a few obſervations on the amuſe- 
ments at Bath, which contained nothing 
new or extraordinary, 


This letter afforded Miſs Maybank high 
gratification, few things could contribute 
more to her happineſs than the idea of being 
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ſupplanted in the breaſt of Lord Summers 


by another lady; ſhe had a great eſteem for 
him, and moſt ſincerely wiſhed Miſs Char. 


lotte Raikſon might gain an abſolute power 
over his heart. The pleaſure ſhe received 


from this letter was to be very ſhort-lived, 
the following day brought one from Mr. 
Thompſon which threw Lady Beaumont in- 
to the, molt painful apprehenſions.— He in- 
formed her ladyſhip, that it was with great 
reluctance he felt himſelf compelled to ſepa- 
rate from Sir W illiam, whoſe confidence he 
no longer enjoyed, and whoſe company he 
was ſeldom honored with: that conſcious he 
could no longer fulfil her ladyſhip's withes, 
he begged leave to decline receiving any 
further advantages from the generous pro- 
viſion ſhe had made for him; at the ſame 
time aſſured her, that whilſt he remained in 
Bruſſels, he ſhould think it his duty to be 
ſerviceable to Sir William in every thing he 
might be permitted to intereſt himſelf. 


The 


he 


he 
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The contents of this letter alarmed Lady 
Beaumont exceedingly, ſhe dreaded the im- 
petuous diſpoſition of her ſon, and was ap- 
prehenſive he had either behaved improperly 


to Mr. Thompſon, or formed ſuch connee- 


tions, as that gentleman could not approve, 
and conſequently muſt be very unſafe for 
him. Ah! ſaid ſhe, how ſoon are all his 


good refolutions vaniſhed ! will nothing give 


him ſteadineſs, and cure him of thoſe liber- 


tine purſuits ? ruined in his fortune, ſeverely. 


wounded in his mind, I ſaw his compunc- 
tion and melancholy with pleaſure, as the 
beginning of virtue, and with ſuch a com- 
panion as Mr. Thompſon, I concluded he 
would be confirmed in all his good purpoſes, 
and by advice, experience and imitation, ac- 
quire that ſenſe of his miſconduct, and ſtabi- 
lity in his future reſolutions which muſt en- 
ſure his happineſs and mine: but now all 


my hopes are blown into air, left to himſelf 


and the companions he has choſen, what 
evils may | not expect! Miſs Maybank 
ſtrove to conſole her aunt, and made light 


„ of 


. 
ET ES 
—— >; 


DS — 2 ye 
ON EEE - nn 
3 
- 2 A . 2 ws. > 


,4 _— 
* = 
8 


— a MY - << — - 


—  ——— — 


„ 


i 


r 4. Ag vr DIS 
—_ — — 
' 


200 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


of thoſe apprehenſions, which, nevertheleſ:, 


The ſecretly thought, were but too well 


grounded. On the day appointed they left 
Lochbar-Caſtle, after ſettling every thing 


with the good old ſteward, who ſhed many 


tears on beholding his dear young miſtrel 
quit him, as he ſaid, for ever. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


CONSEQUENCES MORE TO BE EXPECTED THAN 


WONDERED AT. 


E left Sir William in the full career 
of what he called pleaſure, and con- 
tinually in a ſtate little ſhort of intoxication, 


with the companions of his riots; to think, 


or conſider his ſituation could afford him no 
| pleaſure; 
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pleaſure; he therefore endeavored to baniſh 


reflexion, and plunged, without remorſe, 


into every folly his diſſolute companions 
prepared for him. Unhappy young man! 


his former purſuits had irreparably injured 


his fortune, and reduced him to a compara- 
tive ſtate of want, his mother's generoſity 
precluded him from feeling the full extent of 
his weakneſs; but here, her interference 
could be of no ſervice, too far diſtant, to ap- 
ply either lenetives or rough meaſures, his 
paſſions were ſuffered to be uncontrouled, 
and his health grew viſibly and daily impair- 


ed by his nocturnal revels, which his conſti- 


tution had been *till very lately entirely un- 
accuſtomed to. Lord Stormer, who met 
him ſometimes, beheld, with real concern, 
his altered countenance; he one day ſaluted 
him, and entered into a little converſation, 
which the other evidently wiſhed to decline, 
but his lordſhip, from a friendly zeal, was 
not eaſily ſhaken off, © I am very much 
mortified, Sir William, that you repulle all 


my advances, ſaid he, be aſſured, not any 
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one of your new friends can be more inte. 


reſted in your welfare than my ſelf; Mr. 


Worthy's family would rejoice to ſee you, 
and poor Thompſon abſolutely pines for an 
invitation ; why then, will you ſlight all our 
overtures, and neglect thoſe friends whoſe 
ſolicitude for your heart and happineſs, ſure- 
ly claim ſome little attention from you.“ 


«lam doubtleſs much obliged to the friends 
you mention, replied Sir William, but I wiſh 


to be perfectly at my eaſe, and not ſubject 
to any impertinent animadverſions on my 
conduct.” © You do us great injuſtice, re- 
turned the other, to ſuppoſe. we would take 
ſo great a liberty uninvited. Try us, my 


old friend, let me have the pleaſure of re- 


ſtoring you to your old acquaintance.” © You 
are very kind, my lord, ſaid the Baronet, 
coldly, I will pay my reſpects ſome day to 


Mr. Worthy, but at preſent I am engaged; 


as to the ſecretary, he knows where to find 
me, and I would by no means intrude on a 
man of buſineſs.” And with theſe words, 
and a diſtant bow, he walked off, Poor 


man! 


— 
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man! thought Lord Stormer, how very 
ſoon has vice become predominant, and how 
dearly will you pay for thoſe fallacious plea- 
ſures you now enjoy l- Mr. Thompſon, to 
whom he communicated this converſation, 
felt ſo much real uneaſineſs, that although he 
had determined never to call on him again 
uninvited, yet could not withſtand the idea 


which obtruded itſelf on his mind; the man 


he loved and pitied, the ſon of a moſt excel- 
lent woman, whole happineſs was dependent 
on his welfare, appeared to him on the brink 
of deſtruction; ſhou!d pride and offended 
friendſhip then revolt againſt what he owed 
to Lady Beaumont and humanity ? this que- 
ſtion decided for him, and the next morning 
at an early hour, he called at Sir William's 


. lodgings; he was informed he had not been 


home all night, and was turning ſorrowfully 
from the door, when he met the Baronet and 
the Italian Count, in a ſtate but little ſhort 


of intoxication. Ah, Sir William, ſaid 


Thompſon, advancing and taking his hand, 
I have juſt been to wait on you, and am 
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very fortunate in meeting you fo apropos.” 
« Have you then any particular buſineſs 
with me, fir, demanded the other, in a haugh- 
ty tone, © No, my only buſineſs was to in- 
form myſelf of your health, and complain of 
your neglecting your friends“ —* really 
cannot recollect any ſuch neglect, anſwered 
the other, but doubtleſs I am much honored 
by a vilit from the governor's ſecretary.” 
This was ſaid in a tone ſo ſarcaſtic, as moved 
Mr. Thompſon, though one of the mildeſt 
of men, eſpecially as he ſaw a very malici- 
ous ſmile on the Count's features. I came 
to fee you, Sir William, ſaid he, with ſome 
ſpirit, with the moſt friendly intentions, but 
ſince I fee my company and attention is ſo 
unfavorably received, I mult content myſelf 
with my good wiſhes only, that you may 
never want the friendſhip you now deſpiſe, 
and find, in your new attachments, ſufficient 
compenſation for ſlighting thoſe who are 
ſincerely intereſted for your real happineſs.“ 
Turning to leave them, the Count caught 
hold of his ſleeve; ay, fir, ſaid he, haughtily, 

| 1 
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beg to know what you mean by thoſe im- 
plications to preſent attachments and new 
friends” you have now, and on former oc- 
caſions, made uſe. of? the preſent acquaint- 


ance of Sir William Beaumont are men of 


birth and honor, and are not to be put in 
any degree of compariſon, with a Scotch 
doctor, a needy dependent, or a new made 
ſecretary.” © Your reflections, fir, replied 


Mr. Thompſon, are as illiberal as your cha- 


racter is deſpicable.” How! ſcoundrel, cried 
the other, dare you reflect on the character 
of your ſuperiors? take that, added he, 
giving him a violent blow, and learn to 
know your diſtance.” 


This inſult being offered in the ſtreet, 
three or four perſons immediately interpoſed, 
Sir William pulled the enraged Count into 
the houſe, and ſhut the door. Mr. 'Thomp- 
ſon, who was at firſt a little ſtunned, reco- 
vering, thanked the peopie round him, and 


walked home; but an affront of that attro- 


cious nature, and given in public, could not 


be 
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be put up with, he, therefore, immediately 
wrote the Count a challenge, and appointed 
to meet him without the gates of the city 
early in the morning. He communicated 
his deſign to a ſervant, and ordered him to 
attend at a little diſtance to procure help, if 
_ neceſſary. He viſited at Mr. Worthy's in 
the evening, and was happy to find the af- 
fair had not reached them. Captain Wor— 
thy and Colonel Sternheim were juſt arriv- 
ed, and the family in a tranſport of joy. He 
went home, wrote a letter to Sir William, 
one to Lord Stormer, and another to Mr, 
Thornhill; having ſettled his little affairs 
and left a note for the miniſter, as ſoon as 
day appeared he went to the place appointed 
with his ſervant, who ftood a-loof; the 
Count was already there, they agreed to fire 
their piſtols, and if they were ineffectual, to 
meaſure ſwords, Mr. Thompſon waved his 
right of firing firſt, and toſſed up, the firſt 
ſhot fell to him, they repaired to 2 
ground, and Mr. Thompſon preſented, 1 

tue ſame inſtant the Count broke ae 
dvanced 
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advanced a few paces and ſhot him in the 
fide near the hip. Mr. Thompſon fell and 
the other inſtantly made off, The ſervant, 
who heard the piſtols and ſaw the Count at 
a diſtance haſtening off, run to the place, 
and found his maſter, to all appearance, 
dead, two men, who had alſo heard the 
piſtols, came running up, and aſſiſted in 
conveying him to the miniſter's houſe, where 
a ſurgeon attended. The motion had brought 
him to his ſenſes, though unable to ſpeak; 
the ſurgeon extracted the ball, and gave 
hopes the wound was not dangerous in its 
preſent appearance. The miniſter, extreme- 


ly irritated by the ſervant's account, ſent off 


to ſecure the Count, but he was already 
gone, leaving Mr. Thompſon's challenge in 


the hands of the Marquis, as a juſtification | 


of himſelf. The duel was ſoon blazed thro” 
the city, and Lord Stormer and Mr, Wor- 
thy haitened to tee their friend: they found 
him very ill, the ſurgeon had dreſſed the 
wound a ſecond time, and began to have 
ſerious xpprevientions of the conſequence ; he 

communicated 
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communicated his fears to the gentlemen, 
another ſurgeon was deſired to attend, and 
he confirmed the judgment of the former. 
Mr. Thompſon had now recovered his 
ſpeech, though but very faintly, and the 


ſurgeons recommended quiet and compo- 


ſure; he remained with him all night, and 


in the morning, on examining the wound, 
found all his fears realized: his patient, who 
obſerved his countenance, ſaid, © I believe, 
fir, you think me in danger, pray be can- 
did, I have no unmanly fears, nor any dread 
of death, do not, therefore, keep me in ſuſ- 
pence.” The ſurgeon heſitated, but being 
again urged to ſpeak, acknowledged that he 
was fearful of the event. His patient heard 
him with compoſure, and after a little pauſe, 


ſaid, he wiſhed a meſſenger could be ſent 


for Sir William Beaumont, which was ac- 
cordingly ordered. His friends now came 
in and heard with inexpreſſible concern, that 
all hopes were given up. Lord Stormer was 


particularly affected; Mr. Thompſon ſaw 


Was 


his emotion, and preſſing his hand, which 
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was extended towards him; © do not feel 
concern for me, I reſign life without a pang, 
have ſuifered many diſappointments, among 
others a hopeleſs love for an amiable object, 
whoſe name has never paſſed my lips; I leave 
no wife, no mother or ſiſters to feel my loſs, 
a poor obſcure individual, honored indeed by 
the friendſhip of ſome worthy perſons, but 
no loſs to ſociety or the world. He ſpoxe 


evidently in pain, and his lordſhip entreated 


him to be compoſed. In a ſhort time after 
the door opened and Sir William Beaumont 
appeared, pale, haggered and much agitated, 
he advanced to the bed without taking any 
notice of thoſe in the room, and throwing 
himſelf on one knee; O, Thompſon ! dear 
murdered friend ! what have I done ? what 
a wretch am I. Poor Thompſon was much 
moved, <« ſpare me, ſpare yourſelf this diſ- 
treſs, cried he feebly, 1 ſent for you to ſpeak 


comfort to your mind, I know you will 


_ grieve, your heart is not corrupt, but your 


paſſions have ſubdued your better reaſon; 
ce tell me not of comfort, (exclaimed the 
other, 
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210 ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 
other, wildly, I have murdered my beſt 


friend, and reaſon is reſtored too late! no, 
reſumed Mr. Thompſon, you are not to 
blame, this event might have happened if I 
had not met you, life had no charms for 
me; in Lord Stormer behold a true friend, 
a friend to your honor and happineſs; truſt 
me Sir William, when you come to this 
awful period, every vice, every folly will 
afford you bitter remorſe, I have now no 
partial -views to anſwer, I conjure you to 
forſake your vicious companions to let the 
natural generoſity of your heart incline you 
to thoſe whoſe affection and experience will 
be exerted in your mother, O, Sir William, 
ſuch a mother! ſo good, ſo affectionate! let 
me ent#eat you to conſider her happineſs and 
be aſſured on a death bed, the reflection of 
having done your duty, and reſtored peace 
and comfort to the author of your Being; 
one ſuch reflection will give you more real 
delight than all thoſe ruinous pleaſur2s you 
now purſue to the forfeiture of every thing 
valuable on earth, ſelf-approbation and the 

eſteem 
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eſteem of your friends.” Exhauſted by his 
earneſt exertions to ſpeak, he lay almoſt 


motionleſs. Sir William claſped his hands, 


good Heaven, he expires! O Thompſon ! 
ſpeak to me, or I ſhall go diſtracted—the 
poor man again tried to comfort him, © be 
compoled, you have nothing to anſwer for, 
I forgive moſt ſincerely the author of my 
death, tis in your power to make even 


death pleaſant, ne promiſe only“ name 


your requeſt, ſaid the other, with eagerneſs, 
and I here ſwear, moſt folemnly I ſwear to 
fulfil it.“ Remember, cried the dying man 
in an awful voice, © remember your oath. 
Return immediately to your mother, quit 
your libertine purſuits, nor ever more make 
trienaſhips with the vicious. Do this, and I 
ſhall die in peace.” * You ſhall be obeyed, 
laid the Baronet, almoſt choaked with his 
emotions, from this hour I abjure my follies; 
follies ! how weak the expreſſion, for vices 
which have deſtroyed the innocent; and 
murdered the moſt worthy of mankind ! 
Lord Stormer, whoſe manly ſenſibility had 

been 
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been deeply affected, and Mr. Worthy, wh 


wept like a child, now drew near, and each 
taking a hand of Sir William, and one of 
poor Thompſon's, joined them together in 
an emphatic ſilence more expreſſive than 
words. Adieu, my friends, cried he, love 


each other, may God bleſs you with happi- 


neſs here, and everlaſting felicity hereafter, 
where, I hope and truſt, we ſhall meet again, 
He waved his hand for them to go, and all 
three hurried, ſpeechleſs, out of the room to 
the adjoining drefling room, where they had 
not remained more than a quarter of an 
hour, before the ſurgeon came in and an- 
nounced all was over! Sir William fell on 
the ſofa ſenſeleſs, nor were the others much 
leſs concerned ; the miniſter, who juſt then 
came in, joined in the general grief: Sir 
William being reſtored, Mr. Worthy took 
him to his own houſe, he made no objection 
to entering the carriage, nor on alighting 
appeared conſcious where he was conducted 
to, Mr. Worthy, took him to his library, 
ordered a bed to be made for him, and a 


phyſiclan 
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phyſician to attend him ; on. his arrival he 
pronounced him 1n a high fever, he was put 
to bed, and for ſeveral days was 1n the great- 
eſt danger, but the ſeventh day the diſorder 
yielded to medicine and he was pronounced 
out of danger. In the mean time Mr, Wor- 
thy had ſeen the laſt duties paid to poor 
Thompſon, and had written Mr. Thornhill 
of this melancholy event, and alſo that Sir 
William would, in all probability, ſoon re- 
turn to England, without mentioning the 


| ſhare he had in this unfortunate affair. 


The joy which had pervaded in Mr. 


Worthy's houſe on the arrival of Captain 


Worthy and Colonel Sternheim, had receiv- 
ed a conſiderable check by the death of Mr. 
Thompſon, who was much eſteemed by the 
ladies: however, after he had been intered, 
and Sir William was on the recovery, tran- 
quillity was again reſtored, though mirth was 
baniſhed, and the gentlemen began to look 


forward with ſome impatience to the com- 


pletion of their wiſhes. Sir William, on 
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his return to reaſon, was ſenſibly affected by 


the kindneſs of Mr. Worthy, but unable to 
bear company, he entreated to be removed 
to his own lodgings. Mr. Worthy having, 
on enquiry, found the Marquis Mareſcotti 
had followed the Count, and being urged by 


the Baronet to conſent to his removal, he 


complied, conditionally that he ſhould ad- 


mit him and Lord Stormer to their former 


intimacy, and as ſoon as he could go abroad, 
ſhould conſider Mr. Worthy's houſe as his 
home, He complied with theſe obliging 
demands with the utmoit gratitude and 
warmeſt expreſſions, for his uncommon fa- 


vors, and was that day the twelfth of his ill- 


neſs, conveyed to his former reſidence, His 
good friends viſited him daily and were con- 
cerned to obſerve his recovery was very ſlow, 


and that a nervous diforder preyed on his 
conſtitution, they endeavored to drav him 


out, but to no purpoſe, he reſiſted all their 
entrearies and only wiſhed for a little ſtrength 
to return to England. One day when Lord 
Stormer was alone with him, he aſked him 


when 


when 
replie 
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elicit 


liam, 
woul: 


| you V 


| thy, 
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when he was to be married? I hope ſoon, 
replied his lordſhip, but we wiſh to have all 
our friends well, that nothing may cloud our 
| felicity. © If you mean me, ſaid Sir Wil- 
liam, believe me, there is no event now 
would give me equal happineſs as to know 
you were united to the charming Miſs Wor- 
thy, let me at leaſt ſee you happy, that my 
follies may not deſtroy all my friends. As to 
her ſiſter, I could, I believe, have loved her 
with a ſincere affection, but perhaps ſhe ne- 
ver might have eſteemed me, and doubtleſs 


q s much happier as it is. I feel no uneaſi- 
5 neſs at the thoughts of her marriage, and 1 
. conjure you, my dear friend, to haſten your 
5 mutual happineſs, indeed I am capable of 
5 rejoicing at it.” Lord Stormer was delight- 
Þ ed to hear him talk fo compoſedly, and ex- 
0 | prefling the pleaſure he really felt, © Yes, 
_ ſaid Sir William, you ſee me an altered 
= man, what a wretch muſt I be if the dread- 
s tul conſequences of my vices had not a pro- 
2 per effect on my mind: the poor Miſs Ri- 
_ vers, added he, ſighing, I broke her heart, 


bp 
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I wounded my mother's peace! I diſſipated 
my fortune, and now I have murdered 1 
worthy man who loved me, and who has 
fallen a victim to my ingratitude and inſo- 
lence—have I not enough, cried he, looking 
earneſtly, have I not ſufficient cauſe to be 
miſerable for the reſt of my days? « You 
have cauſe for regret, no doubt, replied his 
lordſhip, but you ſhould endeavor to atone 
for thoſe errors, by an active exertion of vir- 
tue, of friendſhip, humanity and generoſity, 
not by an indolent repentance which benefit 
no one; let your former cheerfulneſs return, 


and be as eager to do good as you have been 
to do evii—you know how great have been 


my follies, nothing ſhort of ruin could have 
brought me to a ſenſe of them, and when 1 
left England my virtue was but half confim- 
ed—my reception in the Worthy family gave 
me a new ſoul, I there ſaw the practice of 
every. virtue-was attended with delight and 
happineſs, and from them I learned what: 
true pleaſure was, pleaſure which commun!- 
cated itſelf to all who was connected with 

You, 
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you, and which enjoyed on reflex1on ſelt- 


approbation. Come then, my good friend, 
awake from your melancholy, regret paſt 
events as a man deſirous to atone for them, 
and in the boſom of friendſhip find that peace 
which evil company and counſels has hitherto 
deprived you of ”—Sjr William was affected 


even to tears by the kindneſs of Lord Stor- 


mer, and promiſed if he could get ſtrength 
he would ſoon be a conſtant viſitor to Mr. 


Worthy's till he was enabled to ſet out for 
England, : 


be CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


F 
A FAMILY HAPPY WHEN UNITED WITHIN 
| THEMSELVES. 


ORD Stormer and Colonel Sternheim 
were now very importunate with Mr. 
Worthy to fix their happineſs, and that gen- 
tleman having ſettled every thing reſpecting 
fortune beyond the expectation of his intend- 
ed ſons, a day in the middle of the next 
week was appointed for the ceremony, Sir 
William was invited, but he ſtill continued 
poorly, nor would he, he ſaid, throw a cloud 
over their happy day by his low ſpirits; he 
therefore begged to be excuſed; and when 
the time arrived ſent his beſt wiſhes and pro- 
: miſcd 
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miſed a ſpeedy viſit. Lord Stormer and the 


Colonel received their charming brides from 
the hands of their father. To your care, 


ſaid he, I commit my treaſures, their happi- 


neſs and mine, muſt depend on you, I hope 
to go to my grave in peace and in confidence 
that with you I leave my children happy: 
and you, my dear girls, never forget the 
example of your mother, and may your 
huſbands exult, as I do at this inſtant, that 
in a wife I have found a friend, a lively ſenſi- 
ble companion, to whoſe goodneſs I am 
indebted, and to whoſe virtues I owe every 


good quality I poſſeſs. Happy pair! who 


could look back without {elf-reproach, and 
in the autumn of life view their children, en- 
dowed with every eſtimable quality which 


promiſed a certainty of future happineſs! 


Lord Stormer, who, at that moment felt a 
ſting ; could not ſuppreſs his feelings, I am 


conſcious, fir, ſaid he, that I have much to 
unlearn, and more to learn, before I can 


deſerve the bleſſing you have beſtowed, but 
neither precept nor example ſhall be loſt on 
4 me, 
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me, to incite me to the obſervance of thoſe 
virtues which I am now convinced can alone 
procure real happineſs. Mr. Worthy em- 
braced him and the worthy Sternheim, and 
never, perhaps, was a picture of more true 
filicity then was exhibited that day at his 
table. 


Lord Stormer had now been married 
above a week, Captain Worthy, who had 
been introduced to Sir William, often ac- 
companied his friend and brother in his viſits 


to him, and was equally ſorry to obſerve an 


increaſing languor, and no return of either 
health or ſpirits; he was ſenſible of it himſelf, 
and on this day, when they paid their uſual 
viſit, told them, he thought he had ſtrength 


enough now to bear a journey to England, 


but if I ſtay another week I know not how 
it may be, the air and exerciſe may do me 
good, and I think to ſet off within two days; 
but to do that I muſt avail myſelf of Mr. 
Worthy's proffered friendſhip, and beg him 
to ſettle all my pecuniary demands here, 

5 which, 


— 


* --S 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION. hs 


which, I am aſhamed to fay, are pretty large ; 
[ will draw on my mother for the amount, 
and whether I live, or die, I know ſhe will 
punctually diſcharge them. Captain Wor- 
thy aſſured him his father would rejoice to 


make him eaſy in that reſpect, and a thought 


occurred to him then, which he was impa— 


tient to conſult his friends on; they took 


leave, promiſing to return in the evening. 
On their return to Mr. Worthy's, his fon, 


after acquainting him with the Baronet's re- 


queſt, added, I think Sir William in a very 
unfit ſtate to go alone, accompanied only 
with ſervants; I have a very great deſire to 
viſit England, and having ſix month's leave 
of abſence, ſhould be happy to go with him, 
if you and my mother have no objection, fir. 
None at all, my ſon, I wiſh you to ſee Eng- 
land, you cannot have a beiter opportunity, 
my two {ons will remain with me *till your 
return, and you will eaſe my mind of a good 
deal of anxiety I ſhould otherwiſe feel on ac- 


count of Sir William, whoſe bad ſtate of 
1 health 
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health renders it highly 1 improper he ſhould 


travel without a companion. 


Captain Worthy received the approbation 
of all his friends, and eager to communicate 
news, he hoped would give pleaſure, he re- 

turned to Sir William, and after affuring 
him of his father's readineſs to comply with 
his requeſt, added, © I have now a favor to 


requeſt of you, Sir William, name it fir, 


returned he, and be aſſured it will give me 
pleaſure if I can oblige yon.“ * Will you 
then take me in your ſuite to England ?” 
£ Is it poflible, cried Sir William, you have 
any ſuch intention?“ „I have, reſumed the 
other, and ſhall be very happy if you will al- 


low me to accompany you, as I have a moſt 


fervent defire to ſee England.” Good God! 
faid Sir William, with emotion, what a 
family is yours! *I can ſee through your 
benevolent purpoſe, this wiſh of yours, [ 
dare ſay, would have lain dormant, but for 
the weak ſtate you ſee I am in, which indu- 


ced you to offer n me the pleaſure of your com- 


pany 
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pany ; but I reverence your motive, and 
with the higheſt ſatisfaction, accept your 
offer; your time ſhall be mine, to-morrow, 
or a * hence ſhall make no diffe- 
rence.” © You do me both honor and 
pleaſure, returned Captain Worthy, but I 
think, the ſooner we ſet off the better, two 
days notice will anſwer my purpoſe as well 
as two months, therefore, if you pleaſe, the 
third day from this we will take our leave of 
Bruſſels.” Sir William readily acquieſced, 


and was really much pleaſed with the offer of 


the young captain's company, the day pre- 
ceding their intended journey, Mr. Worthy 


earneſtly preſſed Sir William to ſpend with 


them, he could not well decline it, as com- 
mon politeneſs required he ſhould take leave 
of the ladies. Lord Stormer came in a car- 
riage to conduct him, but when he entered 
the houſe, the idea of Mr. Thompſon ſtruck 
ſo forcibly on his mind that it was with d f- 
ficulty he preſerved himſelf from fainting, he 
felt an additional pang on beholding Mr. 
Sternheim, but endeavoring to recover him- 

3 ſelf, 
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ſelf, he congratulated the ladies with tolerable 
compoſure. They were inexpreſſibly ſhock. 
ed at ſeeing him, great indeed was the alte. 
ration in his perfon, pale, emaciated, his 

eyes hollow and without the leaſt expreſſion, 
he looked the picture of ſorrow and deſpair; 
in vain they exerted every effort to amuſe 
him, a languid ſmile evidently forced, ſhey- 
ed too plainly, a mindill at eaſe. He took 
leave at an early hour, and tears on both 
ſides ſeemed to imply a fear they never 
ſhould meet again, — 


The next morning the gentlemen all at- 
tended Captain Worthy to Sir William's 
apartment, and after a dull breakfaſt, and 
the painful ceremony of taking leave, the 

two gentlemen, attended only by two ſer— 
_ vants, left Bruſſels to proceed by eaſy jour- 
| nies on their way to England,— 


THE 
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THE PLEASURES OF HOPE AND EXPECTATION, 


Lady Beaumont arrived in London with 
her niece after a very pleaſant journey, they 
ſtaid only one night in Town and went next 
morning to Richmond; Miſs . Maybank 
wrote to her Bath friends, and her ladyſhip 
to the Stanleys and Warners, whom ſhe 
hoped ſoon to ſee near her; ſhe began to be 


very impatient for another letter from her 


ſon and Mr. Thompſon, having wrote the firſt 
a word of good advice, which having receiv- 
ed in the full career of pleaſure he had taken 
no notice of; and Mr. Thompſon ſhe moſt 
earneſtly requeſted not to leave Sir William 


till his return to England; but this letter 


arrived after he was ſettled with the gover- 


nor, and he had wrote Mr. Thornhill the 


whole tranſactions which had paſſed at Bruſ- 


ſels, previous to quitting Sir William. Miſs 


Maybank began now to indulge the moſt 
delightful ideas, ſhe was eſteemed by the 
only man ſhe had ever beheld with. a prefe- 

5 rence, 
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rence, there was no obſtacle to their union, 
and ſhe had reaſon to hope that event would 
not give pain to Lord Summers, for ſhe 


ſecretly determined at the time her engage. 
ment with him was broken off, never to 
unite herſelf with any man until his lordſhip 
ſhould get the better of that ſtrong prepoſ- 
ſeffion in her favor which caufed him ſo 
much uneaſineſs; a delicacy and gratitude 


the thought it ſtrictly incumbent on her to 
obſerve. | 


-P bey had now been about a week at Rich- 
mond, when one day about noon, ſhe ſaw 
two carriages, with fervants, driving very 


faſt up to the gate, and ſoon after was in- 


formed Lady Godfrey, Mrs. Hargrave, and 
ſome other company were in the drawing- 
room ; ſhe felt very much agitated, and the 
flutterings of her heart whiſpered to her that 


in all probability Sir Charles Frankly was 
one of that company; ſhe haſtened down, 


however, and was received by her good 


friends with the warmeſt marks of affection; 


It 


hy 6 
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Sir James and Lady Godfrey, Mr. and Mrs. 


Hargrave, Mr. Thornhill, and though laſt 
introduced, not the leaſt welcome, Sir Charles 
Frankly —© You ſee your attractions, my 
dear ladies, ſaid Mrs. Hargrave, we no 
ſooner heard of your arrival than we quitted 
our ſocial party, and gave up the gaieties of 
B. i to enjoy the happineſs of welcoming 
your return to England in perſon.” © In- 
deed returned Lady Beaumont we are infi- 
nitely obliged to you for ſuch a ſacrifice,” — 

« not in the leaft, cried Lady Godfrey, for 
I promiſe you, I conſult my own ſatisfaction 
ſo much, that had I not been perſuaded the 
pleaſure I now enjoy muſt afford me a thou- 
ſand times more delight than all the boaſted 
amuſements of Bath, I ſhould certainly have 
remained there.” - © You have a peculiar 
way, my dear: Iady Godfrey, faid Miſs 
Maybank, of ſaying the moſt obliging things. 


in the world.” © Well, a truce to con. 


ments, ſaid Sir James, I hope 'tis pretty 
plain, we are all extremely glad to ſee each 


other; Sir Charles Frankly, indeed, we 
L 6 | preſſes 
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preſſed into our party, and muſt ſolicit a wel. 
come for him on the ſcore of our friendſhip 
only” —he looked ſo arch as he pronounced 
. thoſe words, that both Miſs Maybank and 
Sir Charles were evidently confuſed; which 
obſerving, he turned the notice of the com- 
pany to another ſubject, and gave them time 
to rally their ſpirits. - Lady Godfrey told 
them ſhe had left her mother, ſiſter, and 
Miſs Gerrard in high intimacy with the Sum. 
mers family; apropos, ſaid ſhe, © I knoy 
not whether you will forgive my ſiſter, Mik 
 Maybank, but ſhe has moſt certainly rivaled 
you in the heart of Lord Summers, the art- 
ful gipſey gained her conqueſt by compaſſion, 
and lending an attentive ear to the complaints 
of a diſcarded lover, and now believe me his 
| admiration has found another object to de- 
mand 1t: © Miſs Charlotte Raikſon is ſo 
ſweetly complaiſant, ſo much ſenſibility, ſo 
much good ſenſe, and fo. very charming in 
her perſon, that 'tis impoſſible any man can 
long preſerve his heart, who 1s honored with 


her friendſhip!” This has all been faid to 


my 


. 2d 3 805 = 
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my mother, his ſpirits are wonderfully re- 


ſtored, and allowing for the ſmall drawback 


of a few years, he really eclipſes moſt of the 
young beaus at Bath.” © You give me very 


great pleaſure by this information, ſaid Miſs 


Maybank, I have the moſt perfect eſteem 


for Lord Summers, and earneſtly hope a 


union may take place between two perſons 
ſo formed to make each other happy.” You 
are very generous, returned Mr. Hargrave, 
few young ladies, though they reject a lover, 
chuſe to loſe their power, or be ſupplanted 
by another lady.” Come, ſaid Lady God- 
frey, ſhew us your garden, I wiſh for a 
walk before dinner, for we intend all of us 
to take our mutton with you. I hope ſo, 
replied Lady Beaumont, and we can accom- 
mode you for the night alſo, our cottage is 


larger than you ſuppoſe, therefore you are 


fixed here for the. preſent.” Mr. Thornhill 
and Mrs, Hargrave remained with Lady 
Beaumont, whilſt the others walked into the 
garden. I wiſhed to ſpeak to your ladyſhip, 
{aid the former, on two intereſting ſubjects ; 

in 
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) 


in the firſt place I am commiſſioned by Sir 


Charles Frankly to requeſt your permiſſion 
to pay his addreſſes to Miſs Maybank, | 
have made a thorough inveſtigation into his 


character, and find it in every reſpect un- 


exceptionable, nay, highly eſtimable; his 
eſtate is large and entirely free from any in- 
cumbrances; his diſpoſition appears to me 
truly amiable, and if the young lady is en- 
tirely free from any predilection in favor of 
another, I know not where ſhe has a greater 
chance for happineſs than with Sir Charles 
Frankly, if he meets your ladyſhip's appro- 
bation.“ Four good opinion of him, Mr. 
Thornhill, muſt ſtamp a value on his cha- 
racter, and from the very little J have ſeen of 


him, if I may be allowed to judge, I think 
him a very deſerving man; he has my entire 


approbation therefore to addreſs my niece: 
ſhe is a very good young woman, and I am 
fore will make a worthy man happy.“ —“ 1 
ſhall then rejoice his heart with your per- 
miſſion: and now, my dear madam, I have 
a letter to communicate, which I fear will 
| ; give 
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give ſome pain, but to withhold ſuch intel- 


ligence as muſt materially affect you, I think 
I have no right.” He then delivered Mr. 


Thompſon's laſt letter, written after his ſe- 


paration from Sir William; Lady Beaumont 
haſtily run over the letter, and before ſhe 
had finiſhed reading at, burſt into tears, O, 
Mr. Thornhill, cried ſhe, what will be the 


event of this ſeparation? I tremble at the 
. conſequences, left to himſelf and to the arti- 


fices of ſuch profligates as are here deſcribed, 
what have I to expect but his entire ruin ? 
« ] feel very much, anſwered he, for your 
firuation, madam, and with it was poſſible 
to relieve your anxiety, but all our hopes 
muſt depend on Mr. Thompſon and Lord 
Stormer, they will not abſolutely give hun 
up, you may aſſure yourſelf.” Ah! cried 
ſhe, ſmall is the comfort chat hope can at- 
ford me, I know his haughty impetuous 
diſpoſition too well, to believe, if the vexa- 


tious circumſtances he met with before he 


went abroad, the death of that poor girl, 
and the example now before him in the re- 


formation 
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formation of Lord Stormer, once an ol 
aſſociate; if all theſe things have had no 
effect on his conduct, and he is again given 
up to diſſipated companions, and neglects 
thoſe friends who only could be of real ſervice 
either to his honor or happineſs; tell me, 
dear Mr. Thornhill, where is my hope? or 
rather judge what cauſe I have to deſpair! 
Mrs. Hargrave and Mr. Thornhill exerted 
themſelves to inſpire Lady Beaumont with 
better hopes, though in truth they had none 
themſelves, and after ſome conſultation it 
was agreed upon, as the only probable me- 
thod of drawing him home, for Lady Beau- 
mont to write, requeſting his turn on ac- 
count of her ill ſtate of health, and Mr. 
Thornhill to write and corroborate this cir- 
cumftance ; ſurely, ſaid ſhe, if any deceit 
can be pardonable, this may be deemed ſo, 
to ſnatch a beloved ſon from ruin. 


The ladies were now returned from the gar- 
den, and altho' Lady Beaumont endeavored 


to aſſume a cheerfulneſs very foreign to her 
heart, 
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heart, Miſs Maybank ſaw the traces of un- 
eaſineſs too legibly written on her features, 
ſhe was alarmed for-the cauſe, though ſhe 
did not preſume to aſk.—Upon the whole 
they ſpent a very pleaſant day, her ladyfhip 
inſiſted on their remaining that night, as 
they propoſed returning to Bath in two or 
three days, and very much preſſed Lady 


Beaumont and Miſs Maybank to be of the 


party, but they reſiſted all entreaties, as they 
wiſhed for a little quiet after their long jour- 


nies. 


% 


The next morning, previous to their go- 
ing to Town, Sir Charles Frankly requeſted 
an audience of Lady Beaumont, and after 
ſome conſultation, ſhe ſent to deſire Miſs 
Maybank's preſence; ſhe, who gueſſed the 
buſineſs, complied with heſitation and confu- 
ſion, and when ſhe entered the room felt 
more embarraſſed than ever ſhe had been in 
her life, Sir Charles, on her entrance, led 
her to her chair with little leſs emotion than 
her own; My dear niece, ſaid Lady Beau- 
3 mont, 
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mont, Sir Charles Frankly has done me the 
honor to requeſt my permiſſion to pay his 


addreſſes to you, I cannot poſſibly have any 
objection, but it is you muſt decide on the 
ſubject, I will not even recommend, but 
have that perfect reliance on your good ſenſz, 
and the rectitude of. your principles, that! 
am ſure Sir Charles ought to be ſatisfied, 


whatever may be your determination” her 


ladyſhip then roſe and left the room. ©] 


fear, madam, I ſhall forfeit the good opi- 


nion of Lady Beaumont when I confck | 
cannot feel ſo perfectly reſigned as ſhe may 
expect. From the firſt day I had the honor 
of knowing Miſs Maybank I felt ſhe was 
arbitreſs of my deſtiny, and that on her ap- 
probation depended my future happineſs; to 
deſcribe what I. felt on the diſappointment 
of my hopes is impoſſible—an unexpected 


event prevented thoſe ill effects from it 


which otherwiſe too probably would have 
taken place—bur, perhaps, my doom is 
only delayed, and not remitted ; 1 know mj. 
ſelf unworthy your acceptance, and aite! 

| - Lord 


\ 


Lord 


J prefur 


punill 
Mayb 


mon! 


be af 


ſtudy 


and a 


if you 


to yo1 


never 
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covet 
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little 
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Lord Summers has ſuffered a rejection, my 
C preſumption in offering myſelf deſerves the 
puniſhment I dread. You, charming Miſs 
Maybank, are above obſerving thoſe com- 
mon modes of trifling with a faithful heart, 
be aſſured my deficiency in merit 1 will 
ſtudy to obviate by an everlaſting reſpect 
and affection, but if I am to be miſerable, 
Fyou cannot accept a heart entirely devoted 
to you, ſpeak madam, and I am gone for ever, 
| never will I preſume to trouble you with the 
complaints of a rejected man.” 


Miſs Maybank was in the utmoſt confu- 


don when Sir Charles firſt addreſſed her, but 
uns tolerable long ſpeech enabled her to re- 
> 0 cover herſelf, and after a little heſitation, ſne 
a replied, * your good opinion of me, fir, 
9 does me the higheſt honor, the approbation 
: : | of my friends is in your favor, and I ſhould 

"WY little deſerve the judgment they partially - 
a : tribute to me, if I declined the viſits of Sir 
= Charles Frankly.” «© You have now, ma- 
Lox dam, ſaid he, advancing and kiſſing her 


hand, 
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| ſoulc 
ſhe, 1 
Cs warne 


early 


hand, rendered life valuable to me, ſince ] 


have permiſſion to dedicate it to you. Bt 
aſſured, deareſt Miſs Maybank, of my ever. 


85 "Ry 3, l . 
laſting gratitude. His emotion was { 


great he could ſay no more, and the roſe x ſuffer 
the ſame inſtant, ſaying, © let us join our bits; 
common friends.” Thoſe two words of cu. judge. 
and * our” reſtored him to tranſport, but Hrs 
again kiſſing her hand, he only fail, © ter Si 
commands ſhould be obeyed.” They re. © 
turned to the drawing room and the company T mg 
were delighted to obſerve, by their looks, that her 
they were perfectly pleaſed with each other, Gag 
After dinner thoſe amiable families prepared ſent h 
to ſeparate, Sir James, Lady Godfrey, and . 
Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave intended going to Know) 
Bath in two days, Mr. Thornhill and Sir = : 
Charles Frankly remained in Town, the nforn 
latter aſked, and obtained permiſſion to bes un 
conſtant viſitor. When they were departed walt 
Lad Beaumont informed Miſs Maybank ot & the 
the diſagreeable information ſhe had received 10 | 
neſs, 


from Mr. Thornhill, and the dread and 
anxiety ſhe felt for the next letters which 
| ſnould 


ten de 
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ſhould arrive. O, my dear Louiſa, ſaid 


5 ſhe, if ever you live to be a mother be 

_ warned by my example to watch over the 
* early propenſities of your children, and not 
& ſuffer their juvenile follies to grow into ha- 
Y bits; from a miſtaken fondneſs, and an ill 
* judged lenity, I never would ſuffer William 
i to receive correction for thoſe faults which I 
: * hoped a maturer age would correct; alas 
„e. Neat has been my errors, and ſevere is my 
_ puniſhment, I impute every vice, every folly 


of his to my 1mproper indulgence, and ſhall, 
to the end of my exiſtence lament I had not 
ſent him to a public ſchool, or have procur- 
ed him a proper tutor, well read in the 
knowledge of mankind, and who might have 
had an uncontroled power over him, and 
informed his judgment as well as have in- 


, that 
ther. 
pared 
, and 
ng to 


d Sir 


„ th l | | 
hy ſtructed him in languages! Miſs Maybank 
varted could afford but little conſolation, ſhe dread- 


ed the arrival of the next packet, and moſt 
incerely partook of her aunt's uneaſi- 
1 nels. Things remained in this ſtate about 
which en days, Sir Charles Frankly was almoſt a 
ſhould daily 


ank of 
ceived 
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daily viſitant, and had no reaſon to complain 
of his reception; when one morning he came 
down accompanied by Mr. Thornhill, the 
moment he entered the parlour, Miſs May. 
bank felt inconceivable terror from his looks, 
Lady Beaumont was not there, © good Hen. 
ven! fir, cried ſhe, what news do you bring? 
Mr. Thornhill took out a letter, retire dent 
Miſs Maybank and peruſe that, then tell 
me how I muſt act, for I will ſay nothing 
without your direction.“ She haſtily ran up 
ſtairs and found it was a letter from Lord 
Stormer, with an account of the fatal duel, 
Mr. Thompſon's death, and Sir William“ 
illneſs. Great was the ſhock ſhe received, 
and dreadful her apprehenſions, but ſhe 
quickly determined Lady Beaumont ſhould 
remain ignorant of this new and heavy mil: 
fortune till the arrival of the next letters, 


which his lordſhip promiſed to forward the cont 
firſt change of any kind that took place; ſhe Wl her | 
tried to compoſe the agitation of her {ſpirits verſ. 
and returned to the room, her aunt was nv WW ſaid 
yet come down, ſhe mentioned her vin Sun 


that 


plain 
came 
„ the 
May- 
00ks, 
Hea- 
ring? 
> (ear 
n tel] 
thing 
an up 
Lord 
duel, 
ham's 
elved, 
it ſhe 
ſhould 
y mil 
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rd the 
ez ſhe 
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vas not 
r wilt 

that 
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that the contents of this letter might not be 
communicated, and that ſhe judged it moſt 
proper Lady Beaumont ſhould not be tortur- 
ed with ſuſpenſe concerning an event which 
Providence would ſoon decide, and then, ad- 


ded ſhe, © a dreadful certainty will be miſery: 


enough to ſuch a mind as hers.” - The gen- 
tlemen acquieſced in her opinion, but Mr. 
Thornhill pathetically lamented the death 


of the worthy Thompſon, and particularly 


accompanied with ſuch circumſtances. 


Lady Beaurnont now entered the room, 
and every one tried to aſſume a diſengaged 
air and cheerful looks; in the courſe of con- 
verſation ſhe expreſſed her anxiety to Mr. 
Thornhill for her next account from Bruſ- 
ſels, and hoped, if he heard from Mr. 
Thompſon he would make no ſecret of the 
contents whatever they might be; he aſſured 
her he would not. Then to change the con- 


verſation he mentioned Mrs; Minors, I fear, 
laid he, ſhe will not long reſide with Lady 


Summers, their connexion ſeems already diſ- 
. pleaſing 
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pleaſing to both parties; Lord Delmot has 
_ renewed his intimacy, and though much 
againſt her ladyſhip's inclinations, he forces 
himſelf into all their parties. Lady Beau- 
mont, with a ſigh, lamented the force of 
bad habits and idle propenſities ſo difficult 
to ſhake off. The common modes of edu- 
cation, ſaid ſhe, in boarding ſchools for fe- 
males is ſtrangely conducted, they are taught 
indiicriminately, and without conſulting ei- 
ther talents or inclination, every thing; the 
conſequence is, they learn nothing perfectly: 
and as to their morals, they are entirely ne- 


olefted ; Miſs is told ſhe muſt hold up her 


head, behave like a lady, and never fay 
naughty words, but as to truth, ſincerity, 
a reciprocal love and affection to her com- 
panion; a ſtrict obſervance of her religious 
duties, and that propriety of conduct which 
reſults more from the heart than the head; 
theſe are too generally neglected, and hence 
it is that, like Mrs. Minors, young girls re— 
turn from ſchools, ignorant of every thing 


which is to decide their future happine!s 
or 


| 
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of miſery, with only a few ſuperficial accom- 
pliſhments they are launched into a world of 
frivolity and temptation, without principles or 
ſteadineſs ſufficient to guide their judgment, 
er repel the deceitful deluſions of vanity and 
folly. But I aſk your pardon gentlemen, 
ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, you did not come here to 
hear a declamation on female education, 
though perhaps as huſbands and fathers you 
may hereafter be intimately concerned in it, 
There are too many melancholy inſtances of 
the truth and juſtice of your obſervations, 
returned Mr, Thornhill, and furely too 
much care cannot be taken in placing young 
people abroad for education, as on their early 
habits and youthful prejudices, the happineſs | 
of ſociety muſt chiefly depend. 


Lady Beaumont propoling a walk in the 
garden, the converſation took a more gene- 
ral turn, and Sir Charles had the happineſs 
of entertaining Miſs Maybank a few minutes 
alone, of which, no doubt, he made the 
beſt advantage, In the evening the gentle- 

VOL, 111, M men 
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men returned to Town, and nothing mate. 
rial rook place for ſeveral days, -but a letter 
from Lady Godfrey from Bath, in which 
ſhe informed her friend, Lord Summers 
had offered himſelf: to her ſiſter, and was ac- 
cepted; that he even expreſſed a degree of 
pleaſure at hearing Sir Charles Frankly was 
permitted to hope, having a very high eſteem 
for that gentleman ; ſhe added, that an event 
of much conſequence to Mrs. Hargrave and 
herſelf would bring them early to Town, to 
make preparations for a ſituation they could 
no longer conceal, and likewiſe as ſhe hoped, 
to celebrate the wedding of her ſiſter, and 
that of her amiable friend.“ | 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


A PARENT'S HOPES. ANNIHILATE D. 


NNE morning as Lady Beaumont and 


Thornhill was announced, the ladies eagerly 
examined his looks as he entered, the ex- 
preſſion of his countenance alarmed Lady 
Beaumont, ſhe ſtarted, my dear Mr, Thorn- 
hill tell me, have you letters from Bruſſels? 
demanded ſhe, © I have, madam, replied 
he, do not hurry yourſelf, you will very ſoon 
embrace Sir William.” „Is it poſſible? 
ſhe cried in a tranſport of joy, is he really 
on his return? * He will certainly be here 

1 M 2 in 


her niece were ſeated at breakfaſt, Mr. 
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in a day or two; I have a letter from Lord 
Stormer, wherein he tells me Sir William, 
and Captain Worthy, the ſon of that Wor- 
thy who has ſhewn him ſo many civili. 


ties, left Bruſſels the preceding day on their 
way to England. But good God! ſaid ſhe, 
why did he not write to me; and Mr. Thomp. 


fon, what, does be remain there? © yes, ma- 
dam, anſwered Mr, Thornhill, with an emo- 
tion he could not ſuppreſs, he is fixed at 


Bruſſels. Lady Beaumont looked earneſtly 


at him, * you conceal ſomething from me, 
Mr. Thornhill, your looks tell me I have 
ſome unpleaſant intelligence to hear, do not 
kill me with ſuſpenſe, tell me, I beſeech you, 


at once, if any evil has befallen my ſon.” 1 


do not wiſh to deceive you, madam, Lord 


Stormer writes me, the health of Sir William 


is very much impaired, deſires I will pre- 
pare you for a great alteration in his perſon, 


which a violent illneſs has occaſioned, but 


which he hopes his native air may reſtore: 
at the ſame time, added he, ſeeing her turn 


pale and very much agitated, he deſires to 


congratulate 


ave 
not 
ou, 


ord 
am 
re- 
ſon, 


but 
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urn 
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congratulate you on an entire reformation in 
his conduct and principles, which this illneſs 
has brought about. Ah! faid ſhe, ſhedding 
tears, ſmall are my hopes as to that refor- 
mation, but his health! alas I do not won- 
der that is injured ; grant Heaven, added ſhe, 
earneſtly, that he may live to be ſenſible of 
his follies, and enjoy that happineſs which 
reſults from a ſincere repentance, it ſhall be 
my care and unremitting ſtudy to watch 
over his conſtitution, and I hope, reſtore 
him to comfort my decline of life. © But 
tell me, my good friend, in what ſituation | 


does the worthy Thompſon remain? Mr. 
Thornhill was ſtaggered at the queſtion, he 


changed colour and heſitated, at laſt he ſaid, 
when Mr. Thompſon found himſelf no 


longer uſeful to Sir William, his friend, 
Mr. Worthy, got him appointed ſecretary 


to the Britiſh miniſter. Indeed! returned 
ſhe, I am extremely happy to hear his going 
abroad with my ſon has turned out fo bene- 
ficial to him; but though he has given up 
the annuity, he ſhall find I will be more 
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grateful to him than his ill judging com- 
Pänion was. It was with difficulty Mr. 


Thortmill could fuppreſs his emotions; he 
obſerved, Captain Worthy's coming to Eng- 
land with Sir William was a very ume 
circutnſtance, as being but in indifferent 
Health, 
travelled alone; he entered into a detail of 
Lord Stormer's marriage, and they all ex- 
preſſed much ſatisfaction in the proſpect of 
"happineſs before him. Mr. Thornhill, in the 
evening returned to Town, and left the la- 
dies much engaged in ordering preparations 
for the reception of Sir William and his 
friend: Lady Beaumont very naturally felt 


it was very unfit he ſhould have 


a thouſand anxieties reſpecting her ſon, and 
his return ſo ſuddenly determined upon, and 


which ſhe judged muſt be owing to the ad- 
vice of his phyſicians, filled her with a thou- 


ſand apprehenſions. 


Four days paſſed in anxious expectation; 
on the fifth, about noon a travelling equi- 


Page drove up to the gate, and the ſervants 
livery 
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livery was immediately known for Sir Wil- 
liam's ; her ladyſhip's emotions were ſo great 
ſhe covid not riſe from her chair, Miſs May- 
bank flew into the hall, but involuntarily 
retreated when ſhe beheld the pale emaciated 
figure of Sir William, ſupported by Captain 
Worthy and his ſervant, and rather carried 
than walking, ſhe uttered an exclamation, 
but recovering herſelf, opened the dining 
parlour, and conducted themin there : he was 
placed in an arm chair and his ſervant gave 
him a cordial he had with him, and which 
ſeemed to revive him. Miſs Maybank well- 
comed both gentlemen and apologized for 
her firſt ſurpriſe, but I ſee, ſaid ſhe, fatigue | 
exhauſted your ſpirits, my dear Sir William, 
and you are already getting better. We 
are truly ſenſible of the kindneſs of Captain 
Worthy, in honoring us with his company. 
Lady Beaumont, who had recovered her firſt 
ſhock, now entered the room, but what were 
her feelings when ſhe beheld her fon reclin- 
ed in the chair without the leaſt appearance 
of animation! Great God! ſhe exclaimed, 

M 4 what 
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what a return is this, O, my dear William! 


its. — > 1 Der od 
f — 8 . 3 . I r N 8 — — 2 2 
— ̃ — r 0 EE — TH. 
—_—— —u —ẽ ñ —— — —— — 2 — 


unable to ſay more, ſhe flung herſelf on his Bea 
neck and wept aloud. Captain Worthy Car 
| withdrew to the window, the poor ſick man, ced 
i his ſpirits a little recovered, kiſſed his mo- his 
| ther's cheek, © do not diſtreſs yourſelf, my you 
| dear madam, I am not fo ill as J appear to was 
be, only I obliged Capt. Worthy to hurry for tun 
the two or three laſt. ſtages, and was at fil: ter 
overcome with fatigue, I am already better, Sir 
indeed I am.” Lady Beaumont, on this his 
ſpeech, endeavored to recollect herſelf, and er 
turning to Captain Worthy, who advanced cat 
towards her; pardon me, ſir, ſaid ſhe, if fal 

concern for my ſon, made me inattentive to 

the obligations I owe you, believe me, 1 
feel your kindneſs, and hope you will accept m 
my beſt thanks for the honor of your com- ſe 
pany here, particularly as your humanity te 
alone could induce you to confer this favor b. 
at ſuch a time.“ Captain Worthy made a te 
very polite anſwer; and Sir William ſoon b 
recovered ſufficiently to be removed up ſtairs 21 
in the drawing room, and placed on a fofa— 0 


having 
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having taken ſome refreſhments; Lady 
Beaumont again expreſſed her obligations to 
Captain Worthy and his family, and rejoi- 
ced in the happineſs of- Lord Stormer and 
his lady; then turning to her ſon, how did 
you leave your old friend Mr. Thompſon, 1 
was extremely glad to hear of his good for- 


tune, and I hope you parted on amicable 
terms? On the firſt mention of Thompſon, 


Sir William ſtarted with ſurpriſe, but when 
his mother mentioned his good fortune, his 


emotions and a croud of painful images over- 


came him, and uttering a deep ſigh, he 
fainted away. = 


Captain Worthy, who was attentive to his 
motions, caught him in his arms and pre- 
ſerved him from falling, Lady Beaumont, 
terrified beyond expreſſion, was in little 
better condition, but the houſe-keeper at- 
tending, with the aſſiſtance of Mifs May- 
bank and the captain, he was recovered, 
and it was judged moſt proper to have him 
conveyed to bed, which was ſoon done, his 

M 5 poor 


259 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


poor mother attending under an affliction. 


more eaſily conceived than deſcribed. Miſs 
Maybank and Captain Worthy remaining in 
the drawing room, ſhe could not reſtrain 


ſevere ſhock has ſhe to ſuſtain! for I fear 
Sir Wilham 1s paſt all hopes of recovery, 
Before the captain could reply, Mr. Thorn- 
hill and Sir Charles Frankly were announced, 
ſhe introduced the gentlemen to each other, 
and then, deſcribing the ſituation of Sir Wil- 
liam and the preceding ſcene, ſhe ſaid, it 
is very plain my poor couſin cannot ſupport 
the idea of Mr. Thompſon, I think, there- 
fore, 1 had better acquaint my aunt of that 
gentleman's death, but leave her to ſuppoſe 
it a natural event, occaſioned by a fever, and 
that her ſon's grief, rendered it neceſſary 
his name ſhould never be mentioned in his 
preſence.” The gentlemen all coincided, in 


the ſame opinion ; Miſs Maybank left them 
to ſee how her aunt was, and whom ſhe 
found fitting by her ſon, who, too weak and 
languid to hold the leaft converſation, had 

dropped 
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dropped aſleep, ſhe entreated Lady Beau- 
mont to leave the room to the houſe-keeper, 
but ſhe refuſed to quit it, © I have ſent for 
a phyſician and an experienced nurſe, till 
they come, I muſt remain here, apologize 
for me, added ſhe to Captain Worthy, and 


exert yourſelf to entertain him; I am en- 


deavoring to reconcile myſelf to the dreadful 
judgment I expect to hear when the phyſi- 
cian arrives; he 1s fallen into a compoſed 
ſleep for the preſent, nor, would I have him 
diſturbed for the world; go then, my dear 
Louiſa, try to entertain our reſpectable 
gueſt.“ 


Miſs Maybank returned to the company ; 
Sir Charles Frankly, with the moſt friendly 
politeneſs, requeſted Captain Worthy would 
do him the honor to become his gueſt, till 
an alteration in Sir William's health left the 
ladies more at liberty to pay him the atten-- 
tion he deſerved; the captain expreſſed his 
ſenſe of an offer ſo friendly, which, he ſaid, 
he would make not the leaſt difficulty in ac- 

M 6 cepting, 


——7̃c —üüłñp8;ööC — 
* 


2 — EàZ 2 


252 ERRORS OF EDUCATION. 


cepting, ſhould the judgment of the phyfi- 
cian prove unfavorable to their wiſhes.” 
think, ſaid Mr. Thornhill, the beſt 
method will be to remain at Richmond, 
ſuppoſe we get a lodging for us all, there 
will be no difficulty I believe, thoſe two 
gentlemen may remain, I ſhall go to Town 
two or three times a week, or oftener if there 
is any occaſion, and Miſs Maybank will not 


be deprived of your company and aſſiſtance 
if wanted,” This propoſal met with the ap- 


- Probation of the gentlemen, but Miſs May- 


bank ſaid, ſhe was ſure her aunt would not 
conſent to the removal of Captain -Worthy ; 


but if you, gentlemen, will have a lodging 
and endeavor. to amuſe Captain Worthy, 
we ſhall feel ourſelves grateful for your po- 
liteneſs. The matter was thus ſettled, and 


Sir Charles Frankly, not a little delighted 


he had permiſſion to be ſo near, and have ſo 

good an excuſe for his frequent viſits. The 
phyſician at length arrived, and Miſs May- 
bank accompanied him to the patient's apart- 


ment, he was juſt awake, and taking a little 
Jelly ; 
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jelly; Lady Beaumont, when the doctor ap- 
proached and felt his pulſe, ſcarcely breath- 
ed, ſo great was her agitation, ſne examined 
his countenance, but from thence ſhe could 
gain no information; after having wrote and 
given directions he retired; the poor lady 
motioned for her niece to follow and obtain 
his opinion - when he came into the drawing 
roam Miſs Maybank ſaid, I almoſt fear to 
aſk you, ſir, what you think of Sir William's 
caſe. © It would anſwer no purpoſe to de- 
ceive you, madam, replied he, tis a broken 
conſtitution and a rapid decline, the fatigue 
of the journey has exhauſted him, I think 
he will hardly ſurvive three days.” Good 


God! cried the young lady, claſping her 


hands, what will become of my poor aunt ? 


how will ſhe ſupport a ſtroke ſo dreadful, | 
and who ſhall prepare her for it? © I will, 


madam, returned the doctor, I am accuſtom- 
ed to ſuch'-melancholy ſcenes, Lady Beau- 
mont is a pious and a ſenſible woman, and 
however afflictive the decrees of Providence 
ſometimes appear to- us, we know, in this 

life 
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hfe we are born to ſuffer, and that 'tis our 
duty to be reſigned. I ſhall remain with 


you, my good young lady, this night, ſuch 


is the nature of his diſorder, that, perhaps, 
he may not exiſt twenty-four hours.” Poor 
Miſs Maybank heard this judgment like a 


ſentence of death, her concern for her aunt 


ſwallowed up her grief for the untimely fate 
of her couſin, and when ſhe returned to his 
apartment, and requeſted Lady Beaumont to 
go down to the phyſician, ſhe was more dead 
than alive. Her ladyſhip roſe without ſpeak- 
ing, and haſtily left the room, Miſs May- 
bank deſired the houſe-keeper to follow, ſhe 
remained with only the nurſe. Sir William 
looked earneſtly at her for ſome time, then 
feebly attempting to take her hand; © God 
bleſs you my deareſt couſin, ſaid he, com- 
fort my mother, I do not deſerve her tears, 
they wound my ſoul; yet I rejoice that I 
ſhall die with her; you will be her child, yor 


will love and honor her. O Miſs Maybank! 
he pauſed, unable to proceed for a minute, 


keing her emotion, © do not weep, I repent 
ſincerely 
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ſincerely of all my vices, ever ſince the death 
of poor Thompſon I have repented, but 
was 1 to live, who knows what crimes 1 
might again fall into; I am reſigned. to 
death: my poor mother, L feel only for her, 
protect and comfort her, oh merciful Father! 
may you, my deareſt couſin, be happy.“ 
Theſe laſt words were ſpoke with extreme 
difficulty, and he lay quite exhauſted for 
ſome time. The houſe-keeper returned evi- 
dently much hurried, and deſired Miſs May- 
bank would go to her aunt. 


The young lady roſe, and, with tremble- 
ing ſteps, went into the drawing room, where 
ſhe found Lady Beaumont juft recovered 
from a fainting fit, the phyſician was with 
her, the other gentlemen had withdrawn ; O, 
Louiſa! cried Lady Beaumont, pity a wretch- 
ed mother, alas! how ſoon to loſe that name; 
a violent burſt of tears prevented words, 
though it in ſome meaſure relieved the op- 
preſſion of her heart. Miſs Maybank could 
only weep in ſilence, to ſpeak comfort was 

not 
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not in her power, and ſhe knew conſolation for 
irremediable evils muſt ariſe from reflexion, 


and ſubmiſſion to the decrees of Heaven ; 


ſhe reſpected the ſorrow of her aunt with- 


out attempting to remove it. When Lady 
Beaumont recovered her ſpeech, ſhe ſaid, 


let me return to his room, let him expire in 


my arms, that I may fulfil my duty in re- 
ceiving his laſt breath. Gracious God, cried 
ſhe, raiſing her eyes to Heaven, ſupport me 
under his heavy affliction, let me not mur- 
mer at thy decrees, but let the widowed 
parent loſe her laſt hold, her only tye on 
earth, without arraigning the juſtice of Pro- 
vidence ! ſhe aroſe and returned to his bed- 


ſide, the phyſician accompanying her; he 


ſaw his patient was drawing on apace, indeed 
when he named three days to Miſs Maybank 
it was meerly to prepare her, for he ſaw that 


he was very near his end, he had, by degrees, 
been more explicit with her aunt, and ſhe now 


every moment expected the dreaded event. 
She took his hand, he attempred to put her's 
to his lips, but he had not ſtrength, My 


dear 


dear r 
you! 1 
great 
doze a 
very q 
heavy 


| by his 


ſpeak, 
minute 
for evi 
lady v 
we mi 


Uke he 


the w 
concei 


attent! 
pious 
ſtrains 


ſhe ſu 


vored 


ERRORS OF EDUCATION, 57 


dear mother! Heaven bleſs and comfort 


you! was all he could utter, and that with 
great difficulty; he ſoon after fell into a 
doze and lay till near ſeven in the, morning 


very quiet; he then waked with two or cies: 


heavy ſighs, Lady Beaumont was kneeling 


by his fide, he looked at her, attempted to 
ſpeak, his lips only moved, and in a few 


minutes with another ſigh, he cloſed them 
for ever! Speechleſs and inanimate the poor 
lady was conveyed to her apartment, where 
we mult throw a veil over her grief, ſorrows 


like her's are not to be expreſſed by words, 


the widow and the childleſs parent only can 
conceive them! 


A week paſſed in the moſt melancholy 


ſtate poſſible ; for the firſt three days Lady 


Beaumont had been extremely ill, but the 
attentive kindneſs of her niece, and her 
pious reſignation to the Almighty will, re- 
ſtrained the violence of her grief, and though 
ſhe ſuffered inexpreſſible miſery, ſhe endea- 
vored to ſupport it like a chriſtian. Mr. 

T hornhill, 
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Thornhilf, her conſtant friend, attended and 


exerted himſelf in all the neceſſary orders, 
and when the funeral was over, and all her 
friends ſtrove to divert her mind from dwel- 


ling too much on thoſe melancholy ideas 


which naturally occured, ſhe tried to be 
grateful and diſguiſe her feelings. The firſt 


fight of Captain Worthy gave her unutter. 


able pangs, but after two or three intervicws, 
the became more reconciled, and only la- 


mented he had unfortunately been introdu- 
ced to the houſe of mourning, 


Sir William had been dead about three 
weeks, when one day ſhe was moſt agrecably 
furpriſed by the arrival of Lady Stanley and 


Mrs. Warner, the meeting was a moſt af- 
fecting one, the ladies told her they came to 
ſpend a fortnight with her, and no viſit ſurely 


was more fortunately timed ; thoſe old friends 


contributed more to reftore her tranquillity, 
than any other kind of conſolation could 
have done. Sir Charles Frankly took the 
opportunity of theſe ladies arrival, to tea! 
himſelf, 


himſe 
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himſelf, for a ſhort time, from Nis beloved 
' Miſs Maybank, and accompany Captain 
Worthy to Town, where, as a ſtranger, he 
might partake of its various amuſements ; 
the captain, delighted with the polite and 
friendly attentions of Sir Charles, gladly ac- 
cepted his invitation, and they took leave of 
Richmond for a ſhort time, two days after 
Lady Stanley came. Mrs. Warner took 
Miſs Maybank afide one morning, and men- 
tioned a letter ſhe had received about a fort- 
night before from Mrs. Harris, her young 
friend, at the Spa, 1 was fearful, ſaid ſhe, of 
communicating this letter before Lady Beau- 
mont, as it muſt revive many unpleaſant 
ideas, but I with you to read it and you 
may inform her of the contents at a proper 
time. The letter Miſs Maybank read, after 
ſome family matters, was as follows, about 
three days ago we viſited a family, to whom 
we were recommended, where we found a 
lady who had the traces of melancholy very 
viſibly imprinted on her countenance, there 
8 an elegance in her manners that ſpoke 

4 the 
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the well bred woman, but ſuch a profound 
ſadneſs, that although the lady paid her very 
particular attention, ſhe ſcarce ſpoke, and 
took leave at a very early hour. I found 
myſelf, continued Mrs. Harris, much inte- 
reſted for her, and enquired her name, as ſhe 
appeared to be our countrywoman, her name 


is Rivers, replied our friend, and 1 will ac. 


quaint you with what I know concerning 
her. Some time ago this lady took apait- 
ments at the next houſe, ſhe had only a wo- 
man ſervant with her, and from her languid 
countenance it appeared ſhe came here as a 


valetudinarian ; I frequently ſaw her go out, 
but ſhe appeared not to know any perſon, 
nor have. any recommendations, which was 


rather I thought extraordinary. About ſix 
weeks ago, returning from a viſit, I ſaw ſe- 


veral perſons about the door of the next 
houſe, and on enquiry heard a lady who 


lodged there had been overturned in a car- 


riage, that one of her arms was broke in a 
molt ſhocking manner, and ſhe was ſuppoſ- 
ed to be otherwiſe much hurt, that ſhe was 
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juſt then conveyed into the houſe ſenſeleſs; 
I felt myſelf, continued -ſhe, very much af- 
fected by this account, and common hu- 
manity induced me to go inand ſee if I could 
be of any ſervice, I found the poor lady in 
a moſt deplorable condition, juſt reſtored to 
her ſenſes, and the ſurgeon that moment en- 
tered, I could not ſtay the operation, but 
advanced to the bed and aſſured her, myſelf 
and every thing in my houſe was at her ſer- 
vice, and I would wait on her again when 
ſhe was more compoſed, ſhe could not ſpeak 
and I withdrew, The ſurgeon, at my re- 
queſt, called upon me, when he had finiſhed 
his painful taſk ; he told me the arm was ſo 
much hurted that if it was poſſible to pre- 
ſerve it ſhe certainly would loſe the uſe of it, 
that ſhe was otherwiſe much bruiſed, and he 
was apprehenſive a dangerous fever would 
enſue ; much affected at this relation, I re- 
turned before bed-time to ſee how ſhe was, 
her condition was dreadful,” in agonies of 9 
pain, I ſent my own woman to ſit up with 110 
her that night, and-in the morning ſent her - i 
© a 
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a very good woman as a nurſe. As the ſur- 
geon feared a violent fever enſued, ſhe was 


delerious three days, repeatedly raving about 
a daughter, Sir William Beaumont, Lady 
Beaumont, Monſieur Renier, and - ſeveral 
other names. Her life for above a week 
was diſpaired of, but through the ſkill of a 


worthy phyſician and ſurgeon, the fever 


began to abate, and the appearance of her 
arm took a more favorable turn than was at 


firſt expected. It was full a month before ſhe 


was able to ſit up and move about; 1 viſited | 


her every day, ſhe had no acquaintance, nor 
did I know where ſhe came from, but ſhe 
appeared plunged in a profound melancholy, 
and her eyes ever filled with tears. 


One day I took the liberty to requeſt ſhe 
would be more chearful, that poſſibly in 
time the uſe of her arm might be reſtored. 
Ah! madam, replied ſhe, however great 
that affliction, it is the ſmalleſt part of my 
miſery. You, know not, madam, how un- 
worthy I am of the favors you heap upon 
me, 
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me, but I will not ſuffer you any longer to 
be deceived; ſhe then, though I vainly en- 
deavored to oppoſe her, related to me her 
whole hiſtory, which you will excuſe my re- 
peating. I found ſhe. had been a woman of 
faſhion and fortune, but'gay, diſſipated, and' 
ſhe ſaid, criminal; ſhe accuſed herſelf of 
deſtroying! an amiable daughter by bad ex- 
ample and pernicious precepts; ſhe mention- 
ed Sir William and Lady Beaumont, the 
firſt as inſtrumental to the death of her child, 
the other 2s amiable and good, I found ſhe 
had been deceived: by a ſharper under the 


name of Renier, who had robbed her, and 


whom ſhe was in purſuit of at Aix. She 
ſaid, the dreadful accident which had befallen 
her, and the proſpect of death had brought 
her to a ſenſe of all her crimes and miſconduct, 


that having a ſmall independence, which ne- 


ceſſity would oblige her to retain; ſoon as 
ſhe recovered ſhe deſigned to retire ſome- 
where in the environs of this place, for to 
England ſhe never could return, and ſpend 
the remainder of her life in deep repentance.” 
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When ſhe had concluded her narrative, ſaid 
the lady, I ſoothed and comforted her, ] 
promiſed her my friendſhip, I applauded 
her reſolution, and having a neat little box 
about a mile from Aix, where my children, 
when young, reſided, I offered it to her ac- 
ceptance which ſhe gratefully accepted ; this 
day 1s only the ſecond time of her being out, 
and 1n another week ſhe removes to her cot- 
tage, where I ſhall be her conſtant viſitor, 
and ſometimes prevail on her to reſide with 
me here; I feel myſelf intereſted for her, and 


lure to confirm the good purpoſes, and ſpeak 


peace to an afflicted and repentant heart is 
both a pleaſure and a duty. When the lady 
had fatisfied our curioſity, continued Mrs, 
Harris, I felt the natural compaſſion for a 
perſon under ſuch circumſtances, particularly 
as Sir William and Lady Beaumont were con- 
cerned in her relation; my good father, Mr. 
Harris, who 1s benevolence itſelf, requeſted I 
would write you and obtain ſome little infor- 
mation from Lady Beaumont reſpecting Mrs. 
Rivers, if that is her real name, and if we find 

her 
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ber ſtory true he will add to the little inde- 
pendence ſhe mentioned, and enable her 
to purſue her good purpoſes without feeling 
any pecuniary difficulties; as a country- 
woman and our fellow creature, he ſays, * tis 
our duty to aſſiſt her.” Mrs. Harris con- 
cluded her letter with rejoicing in the re- 
eſtabliſhment of her good father's health, and 
the happineſs ſhe enjoyed with his beloved 


ſon. 5 rh 
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When Miſs Maybank had peruſed the 
letter, ſhe acquainted Mrs. Warner with 
every circumſtance relative to Mrs. and Miſs 
Rivers, and added, that ſhe was perſuaded 
her aunt would readily give the penitent- 
mother ſuch an addition to her income, as 
might preclude the neceſſity of be.nz obliged 
to ſtrangers, and thereby leſſening her con- 
ſequence among them, and ſhe undertook 
to mention it to her the firſt favorable op- 


portunity. A day or two after this conver- 


ſation, Miſs Maybank being with her aunt 
alone in her dreſſing- room; her ladyſhip had 


'VOL, III. N been 
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been talking over ſome melancholy circum. 
ſtances that had paſſed, when ſhe all at once, 
with a deep ſigh, ſaid, I wonder what is be- 
come of that unhappy woman, Mrs. Rivers ? 
her niece eagerly caught the queſtion, and 
without heſitation repeated every thing con- 
tained in Mrs. Harris's letter. Her lady- 
ſhip ſhed a torrent of tears; poor woman, 
cried ſhe, is ſhe then at laſt ſenſible of her 
folly, what a ſituation is her's, and how bit- 
ter that grief which reflection tells us we 
have brought upon ourſelves! it is my duty 
to prevent her from knowing pecuniary dif- 
ficulties; alas! we are fellow ſufferers, and 
if ſhe feels remorſe from the recollection of 
her paſt follies, I feel little leſs from the re- 
membrance of fatal indulgencies, and im- 
proper conduct, which has brought on a train 
of ills, and rendered me miſerable for life, 
After ſome ſtruggles to ſubdue her grief, 
Lady Beaumont defired Miſs Maybank to 
write Mr. Harris, that it was her wiſh to 
ſettle on Mrs. Rivers two hundred pounds a 


year for her life, which, ſaid ſhe, with the 


hundred 
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Jundred pounds already ſettled, will make 
1 genteel independence, and as much as is 
neceſſary, where no ſuperfluities can or ought 
to be wanted; ſhe requeſted him to give 
Mrs. Rivers one hundred pounds in advance, 
and to tell her, Lady Beaumont would find 
great pleaſure in hearing from her, and being 
ff ſervice to her at all times. Miſs May- 
bank ſoon executed this plealing office, and 
elt a ſupreme delight in communicating | 
comfort and aſſiſtance to an afflicted mind. 


Ns. CHAP, 
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CHAP, XXXY. 


PEACE AND HAPPINESS RESTORED, 


ADY Stanley and Mrs. Warner had 
been prevailed upon to extend their 


viſit near a month, during which time Sir 


Charles Frankly and Captain Worthy had 


conſtantly come down three times a week, 


and the latter was grown ſo extremely at. 


tached to Sir Charles, that he looked for- 


ward with extreme regret to the time when 


he ſhould be compelled to ſeparate from 


companion fo amiable. He greatly admir- 
ed Miſs Maybank, and told Sir Charles, 
ce had I ſeen that lady diſengaged, I could 
not have preſerved my heart, but as it is, | 
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rejoice in the approaching happineſs you f 
muſt enjoy with ſuch a charming young \N 
woman, there is no doubt of your mutual 
felicity, for you appear formed for each 
other.” He had heard ſeveral times from 


. 
T” 
— - 


2 


— - 4 — TEEES 
—— N 


his father, Lord Stormer and the colonel, 1 
all at Bruſſels was peace and happineſs; they | i 
had been deeply affected at the death of Sir | | 
William, though it was an event they were 0 
prepared to expect, and Lord Stormer was y 
impreſſed with the higheſt gratitude to pro- — 


— 
* 


ad vidence, which, by bringing him to a ſenſe 


eir of bis errors, had enabled him to enjoy hap- | ] 
Sir pineſs, and look forward with tranquillity and y 
ad hope; yet at times he felt the conſequence + 
hof his follies, in laying him under a ſenſe of 

at. the obligations he owed his charming wife, 

and her reſpectable friends, and this was all 

cn the drawback his felicity allowed of, and 

| 2 WF which ſerved as a ſtimulus to engage him to 

u perſevere in the paths of virtue. 

5 | 

ad Lady Stanley and Mrs. Warner, after 

1 near a month's reſidence, took leave and 


ce N 3 returned 
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returned to Town, where Lady Beaumont 
promiſed to follow them in another month 
or {ix weeks; Sir Charles Frankly, Captain 
Worthy, and Mrs. Thornhill fat off to ſpend 
A week at Bath, and then return with all their 
friends to Town for the winter. During this 
time Lady Beaumont and her er, ſer- 
tled all her affairs, the title and eſtate ct 
Sion Park, reverted to a diſtant branch ot 
ber huſband's family, her own fortune and 
jointure ſhe was at liberty to diſpoſe of, and 
the accordingly made her will and ſettled it 
on Miſs Maybank, who was little leſs dear 
to her than her own child, and whoſe affec- 
zionate care had certainly prevented her from 
finking under the late heavy calamity. Ah! 


laid ſhe, when finiſhing this buſineſs, the | 


reluctance with which I quitted my beloved 
retirement, and. the prophetic ſigh which 
almoſt burſt my heart, was too ſure a pre- 
ſage of my future misfortunes, and that! 
ſhould ſee that dear abode of peace and hap- 
pineſs no more!] to fee you united to a wor- 
wy virtuous man, my dear Louiſa, is the 
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only comfort I have to look forward to, and 
I have little doubt of your happineſs with 
Sir Charles Frankly; a man who has no 
wilful errors, no crimes or deceits to re— 
proach himſelf with, who has good ſenſe, 
an amiable diſpoſition, and an affectionate 
heart; ſuch a man promiſes a woman in an 
union with him, all the felicity this world is 
capable of beſtowing. In about ten days 
after the gentlemen went to Bath, they re- 
turned with Sir James and Lady Godfrey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave, Mils Raikſon, 
Miſs Gerrard and Lord Summers; Lady 
Summers ſtaid another fortnight and hope 

to prevail on Mrs. Minors to return with 
her. The whole ſet of friends paid a viſit 
to Richmond, and prevailed on the ladies to 
return to Stanhope-ſtreet the following week. 
Lord Summers, entirely cured of his paſ- 
ſion for Miſs Maybank, and warmly attach- 


ed to Miſs Raikſon, congratulated Sir 


Charles on his ſucceſs; I can tell you, though, 


tad he, ſmiling, that had not pride ſtepped 


in, and bid me feel too haughty to marry. a 
N4 woman. 
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woman who wiſhed to be freed from me, 
you never would have had the proſpect be- 
fore you; long and ſevere were my ſtruggles, 
but pride conquered, and proves that on ſome 
occaſions 'tis a neceſſary virtue. 


They had now been in Town about a 


month, preparations were making for the 
marriages of Lord Summers and Mr. Thorn— 
hill, Sir Charles entreated the latter to in- 
tercede for him to Lady Beaumont, and 
having an opportunity, one morning, of en- 
tertaining Miſs Maybank alone, he ven- 
tured to. hint his wiſhes, that his happy day 
might be the ſame, as was to confirim the 
happinets of their common friends; Vis 
Maybank above affectation or diſguiſe, and 
.equally incapable of trifling with a heart de- 
voted to her, referred him to her aunt, and 
promiſed to be governed by her advice; Sir 
Charles flew to Mr. Thornhill, who, with 
great pleaſure, undertook the commiſſion, 
and was moſt favorably heard by Lady Beau- 
mont, ſhe ſaid, the only felicity ſhe could 
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* 
now expect, was, the marriage of her niece, 


and, with great pleaſure, ſhe ſhould reſign 
her to Sir Charles Frankly, with whom ſhe 
was every hour more ſatisfied. Conſent be- 
ing thus obtained, happineſs ſhone in every 
countenance, Captain Worthy promiſed to 
remain with Sir Charles for a month after 
their union, and every one of the parties 
looked forward with bright hope and pleaſing 
expectation for the completion of their 


wiſhes. The day at length arrived, ſo much 


deſired, Lord Summers and Miſs Raikſon, 
Sir Charles Frankly and Miſs Maybank, 
Mr. Thornhill and Miſs Gerrard were all 
happily united at St. George's church; im- 
mediately after the ceremony they ſet off for 
Richmond, where they ſpent the day and 
returned to Town in the evening; Lady 
Beaumont, at Lady Frankly's requeſt, ac- 
companied her niece to Sir Charles's houſe, 
in Portman-ſquare, where ſhe promiſed to 
reſide for the remainder of her days. 


Thus, 


Cans 
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Thus, after ſuffering much diſtreſs, and mw 
having her heart torn with anguiſh. for the ” 
errors and recent death'of a beloved ſon, a _ 
misfortune ſhe ever deeply regretted, as ori- _ 
ginating from her miſtaken fondneſs, and Sur 
the errors of education, ſhe paſſed the re- 1 
mainder of her liſe in peace, contemplating XU 
with tranſport the mutual felicity of Sir _ 
Charles and Lady Frankly, and looking for- 1 
ward without fear or reluctance to the happy the 
hour which ſhould re- unite her to a beloved ed 
huſband and much lamented ſon. Sir Chailzs ans 
and Lady Frankly enjoyed through thcir I 
lives that uninterrupted happineſs which re- _ 
ſults from the practice of virtue; they par- the 
took of the amuſements of the Town in 
compliance with cuſtom and faſhion, with- | 
out making them the by/ine/s of their lives ea, 
domeſtic pleaſures were to them the ſource NM. 
of every joy, and to ſmooth the down hill of gre 
Lady Beaumont's days, and reſtore Her tran- Pal 
quillity, their chief ſtudy. They were bleſt an 
with a young family as amiable as their pa- Int 


rents; and, by ſuperintending their educa- 
| tio n 
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tion themſclves, and adding the force of ex- 
ample to the precepts they inculcated, had 
the inexpreſſible delight of ſeeing their chil- 
dren good and happy. Lord and Lady. 
Summers, Sir James and Lady Godfrey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave and Mr. and Mrs. 

Thornhill, lived all happy and reſpeCted, 
and in a conſtant habit of friendſhip with the 
Franklys. Captain Worthy, aiter enjoying 
the happineſs of his agreeable friends, return- 
ed to Bruſſels, where, in his own family, he 
found he had only changed one ſcene ot fe- 
licity for another, and had liberty to engage 
his Engliſh frieads would pay them a viiit 
the following ſummer. 


The other characters who had not deſerv- 
ea, could not expect to enjoy equal happineſs. 
Mrs, Minors returned from Bath with her 
grandmother, but the reſtraint of her com- 
pany being grown irkſome to her, ſhe took 
an elegant houſe in Town, entered largely 
into every folly and diſſipation, and with 
comparative ſmall income, contrived to ſpend. 

| three 
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three times the annual amount; Lord Del- 
mot ſtill continued his devoirs, and as her 
routes were ſplendid, and her entertainments 
elegant; ſhe was never at a loſs for a croud 
of frivolous company, who are to be found 
every where but at home. Her uncle and 
grandmother remonſtrated, to no purpoſe, 
giddy, vain and indiſcreet, whilſt ſhe could 
be flattered and admired, no admonitions 
were attended to: but alas! poor lady! a 
very fe years deprived her of beauty and 
popularity, then envy and cenſure opened 
their malignant tongues, which, while ſhe 
was in the high day of faſhion had been 
awed into {ſilence ; deſerted by her admirers, 


given up by her pretended friends, embarraſ- 


ſed in her circumſtances, where could ſhe 


look for comfort? 'twas then her real friends, 


her relations ſtepped into her relief, they 
brought her to a ſenſe of her follies, and un- 
able to ſupport the contempt of a croud 
where ſhe was once the idol, ſhe retired into 
the country, and dragged on a melancholy 
exiſtence, incapable of looking back with 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure or forward with hope. Her only 
conſolation was the attention of Lord and 
Lady Summers, who ſtrove to give her that 
right turn of mind which might reconcile her 
to herſelf by a performance of religious du- 
ties which they made pleaſant to her by ex- 
ample; but early habits are difficult to ſub- 
due and the ſame inattention which prevent- 
ed her from profiting by education in her 
juvenile days, pervaded in all her duties; 
ſhe lived without pleaſure, and ended her 
days with regret and remorſe at the early age 
of thirty two. Mrs. Rivers, penetrated with 
the warmeſt gratitude to Lady Beaumont, 
accepted of her bounty, ſhe was really be- 
come a true penitent; ſhe retired a little 
diſtance from Aix, and lived a lite of repent- 
ance and remorſe; ſhe frankly acknow:-- 
ledged all her errors to: the good lady who 
firſt took notice of her, and owned they ori- 
ginated from vanity and folly, ſhe bitterly 
regretted the death of her daughter, who, 
ſhe ſaid, fell a victim to a wrong mode of 
education, were only exterior accompliſh= 

ments 
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ments were attended to, and the more valu- 
able endowments of the mind entirely ne- 
glected - with a ſtrong ſenſe of her miſcon- 
duct and continual remorſe, and the ſhock 
her conſtitution received from an accident 
ſhe never thoroughly recovered, ſhe lived 


but a few years, and thoſe were full of ſor- 
row, but at her death ſhe expired as became 
a chriſtian, in deep penitence, and humbly 
truſting that it might be apcepred at the 
throne of grace. 


And now my young friends, behold, in the 
examples betore you, the very little happineſs 
to be attained by the poſſeſſion of riches, 
beauty, or ſuperficial accompliſhments ; all 
which are defirable when united with good 
ſenſe, a ſteady judgment, and a ſtrict obſer- 
vance of our ſeveral duties; But without the 
more eſtimable improvement of the mind, 
obtain only a partial admiration from the 
gay and unthinking part of the world, which 
a light illneſs, a diminution of fortune, may 
interrupt; and advanced years muſt aſſured- 
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ly deſtroy, — Where then is the recourſe of 
the admired belle or gay diſſipated man of 
faſhion? flattery, admiration and reſpect 
changed into contempt and reproach, they 
look back with regret on their miſpent time, 
never to be recalled; and without one real 
friend, one ſclf-approving reflection, drag 
on a miſerable exiſtence and end their days 
deſpiſed and unlamented! but in the ex- 
amples of Miſs Maybank, Mrs. Harris, and 
their amiable friends, behold the happineſs 
which is attendant on goodneſs, virtue and 
a generous ſelf-denial; the effects of a good 
education, and good principles. Reſpected 
and eſteemed by the judicious part of man- 
kind, they enjoyed all the felicity this world 
is capable of beſtowing; and at the eve of 
life, the ſtill more deſirable approbation of 
their own hearts, from the conſciouſneſs of 
having performed to the beſt of their abilities, 
thoſe duties which conſtitute the happineſs 
ol ſociety, and by the moſt amiable examples 

trained up their children to the practice of 
every virtue, 
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voL. I. 
Line. ; 
14 for embibed read imbibed. 
22, for the read a. 

for deweſted read diveſted. 

3 for embibed read imbibed. 
24. for which read that. 
14 for condoled read conſoled, 


2 for idle habits read of idle habits, 


25 for wining read whining. 
22 for diſmiſed read diſmiſſed. 
4 for muſt read moſt, 


VOL. IIs 


3 for a read no. 
2 for is read int 


ß for dulcinia read dulcinea. 
— dele ſecond line. 


VOL. III. 


15 for herd read heard. 

4 add the word for. 

7 for wwe ve read wwe have, 
21 for delerium read delirium, 
II dele the word Had. 

4 dele the words of fortune. 

6 dele the word acceptance. 
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